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fonce of the Chriſtian Re 
ing that the 7 coul] not work Mi. 
racles, or exerciſe the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt at their own pleaſure, 
and that this evinces the divine Agency 
in thoſe Operations. 11 bewing 1 75 
Prop. 8. zs of ſpecial. Service in confuting 
tenſions of Papiſts and Enthuſiaſts, 
8.4. An Objettion againſt Miracles being 


6 Proof of the Truth of a Doctrine, conſi- 
. F. 5. Concerning * Gift of Pro- 
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| phecy being an E vidence of a divine Teſ- 
timony, and of the Exiſtence of God: the 
Office 2 Go s #rophes a little _— 'd. 


. 7 ruth of e the Fun of the 
\ Argument pI 3 Meth Oey” it 
8 oj "3 41 many Mak" in this 
Ns I A8 ge have fallen off from 
Ms ay” the Belief and Acknow- 
CER ledgement of Chriſtianity 
a into Den, that ſome 
have with great Induſtry oppoſed, and with 
much Art and Subtilty writ againſſ that holy 


Religion God has taught us, are things very 


* 1 Cor. 
4. 1. 


notorions, and do oblige thoſe, who are 
Stewards of the Myſeeries of God *, to ap- 


pear in Defence of the Goſpel, to endeavour 
the n of the Believers, and the 


Converſion of thoſe who have erred from 
the Truth; and thus to heal, or, at leaſt to 


check the ſpreading Apoſtacy of theſe Times. 


Many learned and excellent Books haye been 
publiſhed ; in the Vindication of the "Chriſtian 
Religion; nevertheleſs it may. not be either 
needleſs, or uſeleſs for Others to Write on the 
ſame important, and glorious, Subject, be- 
cauſe one Man's way of writing, his Style 
and Language, his Method of handling an 


Argument, and Manner of Reaſoning, tho 


inferior to the Performances of others, may 
yet be more 25 to the Capacity, Ap- 
. pPrcehenſion 


„ Cy 


zz WV 


1 


and Character, ſo it ſeems 


a 
pn; and Underſtanding of ſome. Res- 1 


ders; which is a; good Reaſon why divets 


Perſons do well in writing on the ſame 
Points, and one Conſideration, which engaged 
me in this Controverſy; and I think may be 
5 ſufficient Apology for ſending my Brief 


Defence of the. Chriſtian. Religion into the 


World, after the uſeful Labours of more a- bir 


ble Pens. Beſides, as a Book chiefly circu- 
lates within the Sphere of People acquainted 
with the Author, or at leaſt with nis Name 
requiſite, that in 
A: common Cauſe, in eee _ a Doctrine 
of equal Concern to all Men, that Men of 
different Denominations, and in different N 
ces, ſhould publiſh, their Arguments for it. 
As to the "Chriſtian Religion, there are ab 
oy ſolid and weighty Arguments, which de- 
monſtrate the Truth of it. But I have in 
the following Papers inſiſted only on one of 


| them; vis. Gop's TESTIMONY ; that God 


has born witneſs to it. If this be made to 


appear, may we not expect from every reaſo- 


nable Man an Acknowledgment of the Truth 

of Chriſtianity? Ide receive the Wi anefs 

of Men, the Witneſs of God is greater * it * x John 
ing impoſſible for God to be ignorant of 5- 9 


What he teſtifies, or falſe in his Teſtimony. 


Men may ſophiſtically argue againſt the moſt 
evident Truths, and raiſe Cavils againſt the 
plaineſt Points; but if our Adverſaries would 
do any thing to the Purpoſe, they muſt ſhew 
* * * bore an to the Truth of 

the 


1 
, a an 


ver. 


| -.* 6 vi ) 

"hs Golſp! pel, and that the Evidences we in- 
Fiſt on ro — Affirmative, never exiſted; 
which they have never been able to do. 
Crafty Men may make ſome Proſelytes to 
their looſe Opinions; but neither the Malice 
nor Power of ſinful Men, or Devils, ſhall ever 
prevail againſt the Goſpel; th Gates of Hell 


* vid Mall not prevail againſt it *. Happy would 
Marr: 46. it be, if the DEISTS would with Impartiality, 


and without any Prejudice againſt Chriſtiani- 
ty on the account of the Sanctity of its Pre- 
oepts, exerciſe their reaſoning Faculty in fair- 
ly. obſerving our Premiſes,” and whether the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion be not the 
Concluſion, which naturally, neceffarily, and 
unavoidably follows from them: What is 
there in our holy Religion to diſguſt any of 
the Children of Men? It propoſes to us What 
we greatly need, a ſuitable, a compaſſionate 
Saviour, and a great Salvation, Af Direc- 
tions how to obthin eternal Life and Hap 
neſs; which things ſurely ſhould incline al 
Perſons to regard, and With great Sobriety 


to conſider What is ſaid for the Proof of it. | 


A Religion! which every one ſhould wiſh to 
be true, on the account of the many Promiſes 
f Bleſſings, and Privileges ſpiritual and eternal 
therein engaged to the ſincere Profeſſors of it. 

What I dere of my Reader, is, that he will 
in a very ſerious manner pray to God, tlie on: 
I Fountain of Knowledge and Wildom, + 
enlighten his Mind; to enable him to eld | 
mine „ and to diſekrn between 
511 FEET Good 


( vii") = 
Good and; Evil, between Truth aud Error: 
and then with a Mind difpoſed to know the 
Will « of God and do it, to read and conſider 
what, 1 ſhall offer to bi Thoughts i in the-fob 


ing Papers. 4809 5 e 506 8 


hat is contained in the four firſt Ents 
TERS, with ſome things that are mention d 
in ſome of the other, was deliver d at a — 
kgs Miniſters the 29th of April laſt. From 
eſire of ſerving the glorious Cauſe of 
ianity (attack d by ſome, in this Age; 
with great Rudeneſs and Indecency, with 


apparent Malice and Enmity, with falſe Re. 
preſentations and ſophiſtical Arguings, and 


diſhoneſt Methods of Oppoſition) I was in- 
clined to enlarge and make publick what 1 
then had ſaid, on the Argument. Divers In- 
cidents occaſion” d the laying aſide my Papers 
unfiniſhed ;. but the Requeſt of Friends, and 
my Own. Inclination made me take them as 
in into my Hand, and to reſolve on ma- 
fo: ſome neceflary Additions: to them, and 
to publiſh them in as good a manner as the 
time I might have from my other Affairs 
ſhould allow. 
Method of handling the Subject be plain to 
the jp ee of any Reader, that the 
ſeveral Parts of my Arguments be near to- 
ee that ſo the Premiſes may the more 
calily be judg d of, and the Connection be- 


tween them and my Concluſions from them, 


may be the more obvious; and as to Style; 


N Care f has been to — thoſe » Phra- 
9 


I have endeavour'd that e 


/ 


c) 


ſes, and Ways of Exp * which in my ax 
prehenſion do moſt fully and c carly 2 
and are like moſt . certainly to convey thoſe I- 
deas and Thoughts to the Minds of others, 
which Twould communicate to them; and 
which I hope, with the Bleſſing of God, may 
be of Uſe to their Souls: I have ſommefifgtes 
repeated the Antecedent with its Relative, 
that no. Reader may miſtake \'my > meattine 
and ſuch like Libertics I have taken, that 
ſo every Capacity may take in the Senfe of 
what I ſay, and perceive the Strength of the 
Argument, which is not mine, but what God 
in his infinite Goodneſs and Condeſcenſi ion 
gave to the World, as a means to bring 
wretched Sinners thro Faith 'tnto Salvation. 
I hope ſerious! Readers will not be offended 
at the Plainneſs of my Language, or diſguſted 
3 do not with Excellency of Speech; 
or of Wiſdom, declare 'unto'them'the TesT1- 
MoNY of God ;- becauſe I do not addreſs them 
with inticing Words of Mans Wiſdom; con- 
ſidering that their Faith can never ſtand in 
the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of 


* 


* cor a. Cod *, and that if they duly regard what 


is ſet denn them, it may thro the divine 
Bleſſing nee o r Confirmation in 
1 Faith. {1 7% KA 14 1 FL 
2. 3 to ada enn Which ie 
* gave unto the Word o F his Grace, ii 


. Ads 14. granting Signs and Wonders +, aud Miracles 


to be done by the Hands of the Apoſtles, 
which 3 is proved in Chapter W. I deſitre it 
2 —— a8 may 


AS a. Ac ME. ES. + 6. A” =..: 


of the" Hvly 650 


( 
— that neither the * 
nor any Others, Who had teceived't 865 5 — 
of thi Holy Gho oft, cold" work Miracles or 


exercide th ſe piciritat Gifts whenever rhicy 


pleaſech g is Siege from the Caſe" of Fe: 


phintss, Whom Paul left ut Miles fefa Tim. 


and fem that of Epaphiroditui, of Wü this wens 
Apoſtle, With 4 very" kffecionare” 8 5 
faith, ace he hs fllt nb unte Des 
but Cod hu Mercy on him; and not on Yo 

only, hut on "mie alſo, e I ſhould have" Sor” 
row «upon Sorrow + * Now Tice theſs' — — Phil. 2. 
were tot reeover A Hoi "thei Siekneſtes bye. 


that Txtraordinary Gif? Gf Seahng 18 7 


trious' among he primitive Chriſtians, it 

lows that they could not cxereſſe the al * 
cotditiy to their own Will, but When chey 
Were part reulatly excited and chablel hee 
unto by the Holy Spirit: This Obſe ration 5 
likewiſe confirmed by 15 ffi lr 
4. Mz. they were all filled with the” 11 55 


Ghoſt,” and began to ſpeuk d 


Tongues,” As THE SpIxIT AVE tHe Ur 
TERANCE: which manifeſt y implicsthat 1755 ano“ 
could not exerciſe the Gift at any other tim, 
nor in any other manner, thin as ka Sp pic | 
enabled them to 'do'itr The Apoſtles 0 
firſt Converts to Chriſtianity: had Pro Bon I 


lous Gifts mote or fewer; in a greater Or lefſet 1 


meaſtire;' 1 i pleaſed God to diſpenſe tliem. 
God "alſo," ſays" the Apoſtle, 7 en 
witneſs C 207th the Diſtributions” 
nnn. 1 hep bn 
is 


4 518119 


f 


Wall. And in 10 . 
extraordigary. 


Gifts in = —— 
Verſes, he ſays, B 721559 e 
Y IA 159 ee e , * 
every ave ſever, j he wil Thick 
_  lagesda.cvince that Chriſt | 
_ exciling thoſe in 
Patel on the Will of the Holy Spirit. Con- 
ſequently,. thay the Abilities, or Powers, of 
be: ling the Sick, | withot reer | 
and working Mach (were not like an Art, 


s Which, rh En a Man has once obtain d, he 


may uſe at his pleaſure, according to his own, 
mind, but). —. r 1 —— il . 
when, and how it ple: e Almighty 

the Apoſtles, and other gifted. Chuitians, in 


| 0 . a. 
tore that le and Works are 
ence of Gods Teſtimony 3 ſince none 
er . fff; Fee en 

422. 12 20 | 419. 72 10 Hires; 
J. 5 L hape infif dae 08. Prahl. not only 
e of its cyident, Truth, but alſo 
Uſefulness in confuting all, falſe 
— be a, divine.Teſti e „en The Su- 
Miraoles, a -; wrought, in 
ebe ee the Religion feng in th — 2 
of the Old and New Teſtament unto her. 
W ns not n e Our 


W Re igion, 


(«3 | 
 Religiorn//but alſo ſhews the Falſhood of exe * 
17 O chat is cohttary to an Doctrine uw. 
old itz and affords us a clear and atfactotf/ 
Anſwer to mudurgumemt in whichithePas © 
_ ersrg:[0amuch/truft; 030. That: cheq oe. 
s ttines of the Churehg denied by! Proto: 
* Rants, have beenbconſirmid 'by:\Miracles:* 
Without . examining the Evidenceoof-!the 
Fads;'we'may reply; ri That their pecdliar 
Notious have not been —— 
Works, and Miracles, ſor many it glothous, 
or — as thaſe which were wrouplit 
for the Eſtabliſhmento of:ithe Docttimdil of 
Chriſt, and kis Kpoſties: ( mtither hau hey 
bern confitm d by thoſel axtraordina?y Gifts 
of the{Holy Ghoſt; nne as 
rect L imended:'to the: World: £2050 totheit 
_ peculiar Döctrines ad epntrary bo Laie Doe 
trines chat Mere: tuughi by the Prophets, by 


{ Chriſt) or hy hib _—— his Aga and 
ars falſe, a dvery ching is > | 

t the Sacred Scripture. »'T 1 —— Particnlars do 
— cut the Sins of Pop The like Service 


5 may chis Fropoſition be uf, againſt all ſorts of 
5 E Sy who, to recommend their Sr 
ronecus Notions, ſhall: pretend they have R- 

f  velations from God haveiheard Voices, had 
5 Viſions, or ſeen Angels directing, WR n 
manding what they do: 


AA at: Ot dn AMIDES AM) 20177 355 
ors N. 4.5 T Here is a modern, ſophiltical Qbjec> 
1 againſt Miracles being à Proof of the 

* e 


. * we” 4 


7 


* 
— 


(*) 
Truthcof, the Chriſtian: Religion; which has 
vid. Mr. been E Ur ö anſw ex d. by» * ſome i chat have 
| Bullock, Writ on this Subjoct before me Abuti as cheſe 
Mir.Green. Papers; may. fall:imo;the;: hands: of! Perſons, 
 wholperhaps, have not, and may not happen 
toread thoſe AnfwersaTiſhall heg leave here 
to bew. the !vauity;candwedkncols of it. The 
Objc@ion:is:this vin Me oni / 
106. That, :<Miraclesican never render a 
+ <&gunddrion:: Valid, Which is in dt ſelf in- 
ci walid z Can never make a fal fa Inference 
lama v can / never makc a Prophecy ful- 
Th filled;/>which!:is:motr: fulfilled ; can never 
make thoſe things to be ſpoketvicogeern- 
"130g Chriſt, which tre not con 
zd ve Chriſt zd and conſequently- that a 
„the: Mixacles ſhid:f0/have betnu warked by 
64 ¶CChriſt, could not poſſibly havebeen work 
4 ediby him; but muſt of neceſſity yr together 
with the whole: Syſtem both of thꝭ old, 
and ntw Tefiament;: have been wholly 
©, the Effect of Imagination, and Enthuſiaſm, 
li- not of Impoſture. LEG 140. beide v1.3 
Anf. To this I anſwer, 1. That indeed 
no manner of Arguments, can prove that 
to be true, which is falſe; or that Foun- 
dation to be valid which is in it {ef invalid, 
ora, falſe Inference to be true; or thoſe 
1ecics to be: fulfilled, . which have not 
been fulfilled ; or thoſe things to be ſpoken 
concerning Chriſt, which were not ſpoken 
concerning him; thus far Lagrec with the 
E But how Hoth it appear 3 . 


1 ˙ TOI YE as e © i. 


(rin) 


Go NST U,T10N, }and/LESTIMONYY 
is in dit ſelf invalid; or that any Inference 
drawn by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, is falſe; or 
that n any Prophecy aſſerted by Ghrift, or his- 
Apaſtles to: havecheen fulfilled;r:has not been 
fulnlled, ori that any thing they ſay, was 
Polen concerning Cbriſt, Was not ſpoken 
concerning him dd 07 5110mMHIT. 507 bn 
None of theſe Particulars have been proved, 


and æherefore the Objection is groundleſs, 
and fimpertinent zu and I may add that, the 
ale ie 10 ſupport: it haye been on 


ted. 240% wht BID) 565 10 offering "HR 
2% The no Arguments can ptovt᷑ a Pr 

fi tinn to be trut, which is in it ſelf. falſe; yet 

Miracles may: confirm a true Teſſimony, the 

Truth; of which might not other wiſeſbe ſo evi; 


dent; and may make thoſe Declarations to ap- 
pear true, the Truth whereof could not othert 


wiſe be ſo clearly/demonſtrated;Thus that De- 
claration of Moſes unto Pharaoh, via. Thus 


Lan the Lord: God of Iſradl lit ny Peopie 
9 &. was a true Declaration before any . Erodl. f 
mighty Works were wrought hy Moſes in 1. 


confirmation of it: But the Miracles pen 


ferm d by Moſes evinced the Fruth of it 


which. otherwiſe could not have been ſo cex- 

tainly known. So thoſe Sayings of the bleſ- 
fra, Feſus, 1 proceeded. fo ort h, and came from 
Cod; neither came I of nV ſtif, but he 


ſent met; were true, tho n Miracles had 4 Ich 8. 
en but the Miracles," and Won - ver. 42. 


ders 


{ 


Foundation of thor Lire Neligian, (vits 


| _—_ done b Ohtiſt, were a Demohlhutlon 
the Truth uf -:thehs, v whicty-otheewile 


Sehn; and 
_ tave'bech'falfilled; to- . — Fulfilled, 


Aerſtood, as not meant of him: as is manifeſt 


C 


miche fox have been We evident to tm 


World. 21 HHH ein 0 fn yd dil 
Ar Nin HU B, (qd mem ſuchas in their nim. 
Her, and Adcubo lite 
Ai Works, wwrough 


aper to any wt. 
incoppeſction to them) 
RBotibtlef can, and do, Probe trανν˖ꝗmockrines, 
and true Teſtimonies to be true, Wich . 


Kerwile night not ſo filly! beknowna be 
prove thoſe Prophecies, Which 


when, for Want of a de underſtandigg f 


all circumſtances of the Caſe, they were. ap. 


prehènded to be not fulfilted/ ond like wiſe 
46 cvinte! thoſe: things Wich wert n 
concerning) Chriſt, to haveibeeri/fpoken PTY 
cerning him; 1 when tholei things are miſiin- 


from What is ſaid in CAE HI Props! 152% 
Miracles, and mighty Works ſuperior to 
All that have been wrought\by any Adver- 
Faries\ of Chriſt, are the only ones to be 


207 * confider'd in this Controverſy,” Theſe" are 


What we alledge'as' 4 Proof of God's Teſti- 


mony to the Truth of our holy — 
and to ſuppoſe that ſuch ag theſe may be 

wrought in Confirmation of Falſehood, and 
Error, is eo ſuppoſe an Inpolſibility, as my 
Reader Will eaſily perceive, When e wal 
conſider what"is ſaid Crap) II. Prop. 3, 41 


e 8, 9. From which we may ; confeldde, 


= 1227 
41 * Nags” 


"ie the Objection is a and ws 
n 


1+ 


cannot 
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(* 5 
And thns I mag argue againſt this En 
of the holy. Jeſus, viz. God! weill not, m_ 
do, or enable others! to do Miraci 
and mighty Works, vaſtly fuperior to ald; 
thers in von o afalfer Doctrine, or 


a fle Teſtimen yy. 169d 200 10 


But God has done, aud enabled Chriſt; 
and his Apoſtles to do Miracles, and mighty 
Works, vaſtiy ſupetior to all others, in Con- 
fin mation o their Doctrine, ànd Te 2 
Therefore, tho Doctrine and Teſtimonyrof 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, art not falſe. The 
Tzuthof the NAafon appears from the befone 
cited Propofit ians; and the Minor is abun- 
dantiy confirmd by: what is ſaid i in Cuar. 
IIL;agd CHAP: IV. Artie Þ 18 . T2113 5 320 
den n reply ta the Objection, So def üb, Fe 
may dbe odbſerved, that ſince nothing can 

be more certain, than that the Chriſtian Re 
ligion was confirmed, by Miracles; and Giſts 
aß the Holy Ghoſt, in the glorious manner; 
alerted, and irelated in the New Teſtament; 
nothing, conſtquently can he more certain, 
than the Truth of this encellent Religion ;'and; 
the there ſhould!: be difficulties in the way 
of our Underſtanding how this, or that Pro- 
phecy, or Paſſage of the Old Teſtamene 
(Which we find interpreted in the New 28 
ſpoken, and meant of | Chriſt) was ſpoken, 
and meant of him, and is le 7 3 
yet ſince God himſelf has born Witneſs to 


the Truth of what Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


preached and teſtified: to the World, wel are 


tl. Fes ; ſure : 


1 
i 
. 
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| PO that thieif Taterpreragions, and Applica- 


tions of thoſe / Paſſages are right. Andi it is 
incumbent on the DEISTS to prove as clearly 


the Impoſſibility of their being true; as we 
Chriſtians 


of God's bearing falſe Witneſs and the Cer- 
tainty of his having born Witneſs to the 
Truth of the Goſpel; before any of Were 
Objettions can be a reaſon for dou 
Truth of Chriſtianity. - For them mar 
that the [Miracles ſaid to be worked by 
Chriſt, were not really Worked by him; 


but together with the whole Syſtem both of 


the old, and new Teſtament were wholly- 
the effect of Imagination, and Enthuſiaſm, 


| becauſe there are ſome Texts applied to; 
and interpreted of "Chriſt, which they do not 


underſtand how) they are applicable to hitn, 
but imagine them wrongly applied: I ſay, 
for them to make ſuch an Inference, 18 to 


me ſtrange, and ſurprizing s as it is 4 | 


ly: abſurd, and a taking for granted the Point 
they are to make out: Surely it is more ra- 

tional for them to think themſelves miſtaken 
in their Notion of the Paſſages they object 
to us, than for them to aſſert either that 


God is a; falſe Witneſs; or that none of 
the multitudes of thoſe glorious Facts were 


ever done, which really were done publick- 
ly, and in thei preſence of all ſorts of Po 
ple, and of Enemies chiefly, for their Con- 
viction, and Converſion, and which have 


N as fully 2 and witneſſed as any 


Facts, 


have: proved the 'IMpossIBILITY: 


hai of 5 oe oe ot OY bd ob 


a. quan. ——— 4 


(in), 


| Facts, that are u on Record i in the "belt. yt 
| Hiftories. The DErsrs\may with as much 
| Modeſty; and Reaſon, perſuade Men not to 
| credit theit Senſes, and not to believe thoſe 
I things which are (een, and heard in publick 
by multftudes at the ſame time; 4 and inſtead 
thereof to conclude that the Notion, they 
have of What their Eyes have ſeen, and their 
Ears heard, is only the Effet 'of a diforder'd Fe 
' WW Imagination, and Enthuſtaſm; as to perſuade _ - .. 
us that the Facts related in the New Tefta- 
ment nevet happen d, except in the Imagitia- 
tion of Enthuſiaſts. Miracles, and mighty 
Works /#perior to all otherg are ſuch an Bvi- 
: dence of ivine Teſtimony, that God can ne- 
Reer grant it in favour of a falſe Doctrine. 3 
And conſequently,” whatever Doctrine is 
confirmed by this Eyidence, muſt be conclu- 
l ded undoubtedly true, Ai Oy 9 
_- Difficulties that may attend 1 wo 


” 2 ” 


4, > 1 wh 


" Toy; That Prophecies and their Ascom. 
plihment, are an Evidence of divine Appro- 
bation, and Teſtimony, a appears from what is 
ſaid under Prop. 6, 7. "Tet is an Argument 
which God himſelf makes uſe of, to confirm 
the Iſratlites in that Religion he had ſettle bo 
among them, and to preſerve them from, fal-? | 7 
ling into IAolatry. Produce pour Cauſe, 4 
ſaith the Lord to the Children of Hfraeli 
ws 898 our ſtrong Reaſons, ſaith the 
Jassb. Let them i. e. the Idols, 
* "he has tors nn from them] 


pring 


(wil). 

bring, orth, and frew us what ſhall FRO 1 

let them ſhew the former Ci. e. W that 

will be firſt of thoſe future] things, what 

they be, that we may con Fug them, Li. e. the 
Events they forctel] and know the latter end 

[the Conſequences] of them; or declare us 

things Fly to come, Lin more diſtant Times) 
ſhew the things that are to come 1 A 

that we may know that ye are gods &. Which 

Ia. 47. Challenge plainly implies, - that God avouches 
ra; the certain Knowledge of future Events to be 
peculiar to himſelf ; and the Manifeſtation 

of it, by. Communications thereof unto his 
ants, the Prophets, to be a Demonſtration 
of his Deity, and of the Truth of their Doc- 
hang This in my apprehenſion. is a ſtrong, 
and concluſive Argument ; for which reaſon 

I have diſtinctly conſider it. And 1 think 

it may very well be urged, not only in con- 
firmation of our holy Religion againſt the 
Deiſts, but as a Proof of the Being of God 
againſt the Atheiſts. For if there was not a 
God, that govern'd the whole Univerſe, and 
regulated, and over-ruled all things, and that 
forcknew all future things, there .could not 
poſſibly be certain Predictions of Events. ſe- 
veral hundreds of Years future from the time 

of thoſe Prediftions, and Events happening 
exactly according to them. But 1 ſhall not 
enlarge on this head. Only here give me 
leave to add an Explanation . of the word 


1 ; Contingent, which I have omitted under 
; TOW 6. By this e Contingent 
— 5 id 


(. 

Even I mean thoſe, which for ought that 

Men, or Angels know, either may, ot may 

not happen; of which (tho they may appear 
probable, from Cauſes actually exiſting, yet) 
it cannot be certainly concluded that they 
ſhall ſurely come to paſs; becauſe God very 
often prevents the happening of ſach Events; 
conſequently ſuch Futurities cannot certainly 
be foreknown, without a Revelation of God' 8 
ſecret Will concerning them. I defire my 
Reader to obſerve; that tho certain Men had 
the Title of Prophets on the account, that 
God enabled them to foretel futute Events; 

yet that it was a ſpecial part of the Office of 
a Prophet to be Interpres, & Internuncius V. 


triarchs, as Abraham *, and others in Scrip- 
ture are called Prophets; not becauſe of Pre- 
dictions uttered by them, but becauſe of im- 
mediate ine Revelations vouchſafed to 
7 them. 

1d Thus Jebn 0 22 is filed a Prophet, 
a Rule 1. 76. chiefly becauſe he received his 
95 Commiſſion, and Doctrine immediately from 
1 God 4. But as it is the Gift of predicting fu- . 
5 ture Events, which I conſider as an Evidence 
8 of God's Teſtimony to the Truth of our holy 
M* Religion; ſo in the following Papers I have 
omitted mentioning this part of the Office of 
d the Old- Teſtament Prophets, as not neceſſary 
x to Wikies the PINES the Argument 1 treat 
{2 it 82 $. 6: 


Vid. BY 
St tilling- 


diving voluntatis, to be a Revealer of God's fats Gri- 
Will to Men. Whence it is, that the Pa- gines Sa- 


cre, Edit 


4. P. 114. 


*Pſal. 
105. 15. 


7 John 1. 
6. Matt. 
21. 25. 


) 
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6.6. The Inferences I have drawn from 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, I hope 
will be found natural and juſt; and that thro 
the bleſſed Influence of God's Holy Spirit, 
they may be effectual to, excite, my Readers 
to a more ſerious Regard for the Goſpel, to 
pio eden in the een to a more 


Nn 


Se thus. mae 


Wbatever God bears witneſs 1 to as tue, is 
1 undoubtedly true. 


But God has born witneſs to the Chriſtian 
5 Religion, mn 

Iherefore, the Chriſtian Religion is un- 

doubtedly be. EE. iv ib 

- The Major is evident from Prop. 2225 4215 
The Minor is proved in Chap. III. IV. V. VI. 
VII. And till the Deiſts can overthrow the 
Premiſes of this Argument, it is folly, and 
abſurdity for them to deny the Concluſion: 
But if they will undertake to ſhew that God 
has not born witneſs to the Truth of the 


.:.- . Chriſtian Religion, let them alſo. undertake 


to prove, that Men are not Tranſgreſſors of 
thoſe Commands, which they acknowledge 
to be Precepts of natural Religion: Or if 
they cannot clear Men from the Guile of 
numberleſs Tranſgreſſions, let them evince, 
how Sinners may rationally, and on ſure 
a hope to * the Puniſhments duc 


F: 4 & - "no 


# 2 i 


to their Sins: for a future State of Rewards, 


and Puniſhments, they acknowledge. But 
if they can t do theſe. things, the Wortd Will 
be very little obliged t to em, for their pains 


deemer, and that S Nation \ 7 og which 
we guilty rerches are ruin'd, and undone 
for ever. 7 4 Corn, 

JD IRA) 


1. SIT W 5 t 1 WEE | offer d to "your 
Fhoughrs in theſe, Papers ſhall. be of any. uſe 
to; confirm you in the © OE d e or 


„ 13 


from it, 5 ec God the Thanks, 51 


Praiſe for making my poor Labours, by his 


Holy Spirit, eee of ſo much good to 
your Soul. 
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CHAP. . 2 101 


Containin an Introduction; the Paint to 
yo A roved ; "the propoſed Method 0 of 
reating it; and an Explication of Heb. 
oa er Robe hich ig plainly 2 this 
Propoſition, iz. That G64 has born 112 
neſs to Nag Truth of tlie Chriſtian Reli- 
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be "CHAP: It 
Containing Eddie Pd, 2 8 


CHAP. MM. 

Shewing that God bore witneſs. te the Lord 
Feſus, and atteſted the Truth of his Miſ- 
fron from Heaven, and the Verity of his 
Doctrine, by Signs, and Wonders, and 
divers Miracles, even before the extraor- 

. dinary Diſtributions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
related in Ks 2. and-refer d 8 by the 
Apoſtle, inthe latter Pert ef the fourth 
Perſe of Heb. 2. 3 p · 14 


%, * by 9 


CHAP. Iv. 
Containing a brief Account of the extraor- 
dinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and prov- 
ing 2 Truth f this Propoſi ition, _ 
at 


bu w wes 
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That che Chriſtian Re ligion was confirmed 
WP the DO RNs or Gifts of the Holy 
n X 29110 OO; EE ae Ll . NN 

e d 8 WY V 

5 . P. V. IF V 
x that the Gifte, or 2 of 
oy Ghoſt) were immdtately from 
Ce and conſequently are Cod i c im- 
nmediate Teſtimon unto the Truth ef\rhe 
_ Chriſtian A. We p- 41 
ws 0 . A P. & VI. WIKHIRCO 
Proving that the Chriſtian R ate heirs 
confi. by. the. — Prophecy, con- 
cerning n Ong Faturr m L 
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Preving — the Chriſtiam Religion has uren 


. confirmed: b. ſuch e Operations, 


aud wonder Works," as arb uaſtiy ſupe- 
riour in their Number, and Nature tonal! 
the Signs, and Wonders, perform d by any 
that have 8 Doltrines contrary to 


it. „„ 
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C on Al 7. 
Containing Corollaries 750 the Truth of the 


Chriſtian Religion ; particularly Corol. 1. 


That Men ought to embrace, and profeſs 
it. And Corol. 2. That they ſhould live 
RET fo the N . „ 3 
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viah 251 0 11 . pP. N. 0. 
Comining more Corollarics 8 io Truth 
the C 22 R eligion, viz. Corol. 3. 

That the Profeſſors of it ought _ Fake 
beed that they be not fedueed fo | 
Faith of the Goſpel. * Corol: 4. bar they 
onghr ko vindicute, and ING our Holy 
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Containing tuo more /Cotollarics from the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; viz..Co- 
rol. 5. Thats they % deny the Chriſtian 
Nele ion. having the Teſtimony 
1. plainly ſet before them, are guilty of re- 
Fuſing to credit God's Teſtimony, and male 
him 4 Lyas.' Corol. 6. That ſuch Unbe- 
© Revers, and Oppoſers vf ib Goſpel, as 
vubiaue had God's F eftimony plainly j ſet before 
hem, and 40 "diſregard: it; are in a moſt 
W e e e n p. 103 
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Chriſtian Religion 5 
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Ca an 1, ntroduftion ; ; the Pale to 
be proved; the propoſed Method of treat- 
ing it; and an Explication of Heb. 2. 4. 
from whi ch i i plan deduced this Pro- 

poſition, viz. That God. has born Wi neſs 
to the Truth of the Chriſtian R ellgion. 


EJEL1G10N is the moſt weigh- I 

my ty, and important Concern of. 
every Man; on which our 
preſent, out future, and our. 
eternal Safety, Comfott, and 
m Happiness do depend, and 
which above all Things doth call for our; 

moſt ſerious regard. 1 
B This 


1 Pry 1 
This Word Religion (2 religande) fir 
ly taken, ſignifies the Obligation to watthip, 
and. ſerve God agrecably to his Nature, and 
Will. But Guſtom often varies the Senſe 
of particular Expreſſions; and this it hath 
done, as to the term Religion, which now is 
commonly uſed to denote, not ſo much the 
Obligation it ſelf, as the Thing to which we 

are oblig d.. 

"Theretre according to this Uſage, by the 
weed REL1G1ON, in general, I underſtand, 
a Syſtem, of Doftrines, and Precepts, in 


the Profeſſion, and Obſervation. of | which, 


Men do place Pity, and Virtue. 
Thus the Mahometan, the Wo we e 
very other Religion is ſuch a Syſtem. And 

the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 7s that Syſtem 
of Doctrines concerning God and the Sal- 
vation f Sinners, and of Precepts concern- 
ing our Faith, Worſhip, and Manners; en- 
forced with Promiſe es, and. Threatnings; 
7 was 0 5% Uh the old Prophets, and 
by Chrift, © his Apoſtles in his Name, 
and which ts Nee 6 the Writings of 


the old, and new Teſtament. This is the 


true Religion, and the only one chat is ſo. 
All its Doctrines are true, and excellent, 
all its Precepts are holy, wiſe, juſt and good; 
all its Promiſes are deſireable, paluable and 
faithful; all its Threatnings 


. 
awful and tremendous. This is the 
moſt becoming the Majeſty, the Holineſs, ke 
1 the Juſtice, | the Goodneſs, and the 
; Mercy 


„„ a2 wo >. wow © et ka 
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Mercy. of God: This is the Religion moſt 
the rational Natures of Mens 
and the only one that is adapted to the 2. 
oſtate, the fallen, the ſinful; the guilty and 
the miſerable State of the Children of Men; 
the only one that clearly diſcovers the ſin- 
ful Depravity of our Natures, and the woful 
Circumſtances we are under; and the on- 
ly one that has provided, and directed us to 
a ſutable, and a ſufficient Ramedy. This 15 4 
Religion, in which all Men ſhould rejoice, 
and glory, which all Men ſhould thankful- 
ly embrace, and zealouſiy profeſs, and chear- 
fully obſerve; and to which all Men ſhould 
ſtedfaſtiy adhere. Let this pure, this holy, 
this rational, this excellent, this moſt bene · 
ficial Religion; this Neligion, Which only 
gives to us miſerable Sinners, ſolid Grounds 
for Peace with God, and Peace in gur on 
Souls, and Conſciences; which only ſhews 
us how to obtain the Favour of Cod, and 
the Happineſs of enjoying him for ever; Twis 
RELIGION, I ſay, has many Adverſavies: The 
ect of Chriſtians, tho the moſt noble, 
of any in the World, yet is a Set much 
ſpoken againſt by many in theſe times : Man 

are the Enemies of Chriſtianity. We mu 
guard againſt them. It is not ſufficient, for 
us to acknowledge, and profeſs the Chriſtian | 
Religion, but it behoves us to be well ge- 
quainted with it, and with the Evidences of 
its Truth, and Certainty; that we may be 
ad 0 * an Anſwer to every Man, That 


52 aalen 


— « 1 

This Word Religion (4 religan. 
iy taken, ſignifies the Gee to wathip 
and. ſerve God agrecably to his Nature, and 
Wi. But Cuſtom often varies the Senſe 
of particular Expreſſions; and this it hath 
done, as to the term Religion, which now is 
commonly uſed to denote, not ſo much the 
Obligation it ſelf, as the 1 to which we 
are obig b.. 

Thetefore according to this Utage, by the 
word RELIGION, in general, I underſtand, 
a Syſtem, of Doftrines, and Precepts, in 
the Profeſſion, and Obſervation. of which, 
Men do place Piety, and Virtut. N 

Thus the Mahometan, the Pagan, and e- 
very other Religion is ſuch a Syſtem. And 
the CHRISTIAN RELIGION ig that Syſtem 
of Doctrines concerning God and the Sal- 


vation of Sinners, and of Precepts concern- 
ing our Faith, Worſhip, and Manners; en. 
forced with Promiſes , and _ Threatnings; 
7 85 was 0 5% by the old Prophets, and 


by Chriſt, © his Apoſtles in his Name, 
and which is N in the Writings o 
the old, and new Teſtament. This is the 
true Religion, and the only one that is 10. 

All its Doctrines are true, and excellent, 
all its Precepts are holy, wiſe, juſt and good; 
all its Promiſes are deſireable, aluable and 
faithful; all its Threatnings are righiteous, 
awful and tremendous. This! is the Religion 
moſt becoming the Majeſty, the Holineſs, the 
5 the Juſtice, the Goodneſs, and the 
: 77492 Mercy 


(3) 


Mercy ef God: This is the Religion moſt 
becoming the rational Natures of Mens 
and the only one that is adapted to the a 


poſtate, the fallen, the ſinſul, tha guilty and 


the miſerable State of the Children of Meng 


the only ONE that clearly diſcovers the ſin- 
ful Depravity of our Natures, and the woful 


Circumſtances we are under; and the on- 
ly one that has provided, and directed us to 
a ſutable, and a ſufhicient Remedy. This is a 
Religion, in which all Men ſhould reioice, 
and glory, which all Men ſhould thankful- 
ly embrace, and zealouſly profeſs, and chear- 
fully obſerve; and to which all Men ſhould 
ſtedfaſtiy adhere. Yet) this pure, this holy, 
this rational, this excellent, this moſt bene · 
ficial Religion; this Neligion, Which only 
gives to us miſerable Sinners, ſolid Grounds 


for Peace with God, and Peace in ouriown 


Souls, and Conſciences; which only ſhews 
us how to obtain the Favour of Cod, and 


the Happineſs of enjoying him for ever; Tris 


RELIG10N, I ſay, has many Adverſaries. The 


ect of Chriſtians, tho the moſt noble, 


of any in the World, yet is a Seit much 
ſpoken againſt by many. in theſe times: Man 
are the Enemies of Chriſtianity. We mu 
guard againſt them. It is not ſufficient, for 
us to acknowledge, and profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, but it behoves us to be well ge- 
quainted with i it, and with the Evidences of 
its Truth, and Certainty; that we may be 
ad 1 904 an W to euery Man, that 
5 2 
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asketh. 
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(4) 
asber ha Reaſon of tbe Hop 2 that ic in us; 
that we may be E iſhed in the Faith, 
and continue ſteufuſt in the Truth; that we 
be not Children toſſed to and fro witheve- 
ry wind of Doctrine, by the ſleight of Men, 
and cunning crafti 4 whereby they lie in 
wait to decerve.'''' Now the Conſideration 
of God's TESTIMONY" unto the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, may conduce hereunto; 


may; with the Divine Bleſſing, be .a means 


to confirm us in our belief of, and adherence 
to the everlaſting Goſpel, and nn us a. 
57 . the attacks of 's its er 5 | 
3 Prop That Gooch HAS' BORN WITNESS UNTO 
THE TRUTH OF THE' CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
is a Propoſſtion J affirm, and the Point which 
10 divine Aſſiſtance I undertake to prove 
n theſe Papers; and if this Propoſitian is 
aue the Verity of the Chriſtian Religion is 
a certain and an unavoidable Concluſion 
from it. This one Argument, is what 1 
propoſe to manage in Defence of Chriſtiani- 
ty againſt the Deiſts of this Age, It is an 
Argument abundantly ſufficient to 'convince 
all: ſober, unbiaſsd, and ' impartial Inquirers 
after Truth, and equally ann. to ſilence 

Gain: ſay ü e I nt; 6 +, 
At is — Argument, which Curt, tic his 
Apoſtles, made uſe of to | convince Men 
2 5 their, Miſſion, and Doctrine were from 
The Father himſelf which hath: ſent 


| — "bath born Mitneſs 15 me, laid Crit un⸗ 


tg 


5) 
to the Jews, Joby s. 37. Chap. 8. 18. And 


th, the Apoſtles, in Confirmation of the Cbri. 
We ſtian Religion, which they taught, appealed 
e- to the ſame TESTIMONY 3 Which they ſurgd 
en, for the Eſtabliſhment of the Converts to 
in Chriſtianity, as well as for the Conviction 
on and Converſion of Men to the Obedience 
the of Faith. We have an Inſtance of this in 
O; Heb." 2. 4. where the Apoſtle ſays, Gon 
ns ALSO BEARING THEM WITNESS BOTH, WITH 
cc SIGNS' AND WONDERS, AND! WITH DIVERS 


MIRACLES, AND GIFTS OF. THE HOLY GHOST; 
ACCORDING. TO His OWN" WILL. Theſe 
Words contain the moſt material Branches 


ro of the Argument under my Conkderation'; 

N, and therefore in- e the Subject 1 am 

ch upen, I n, ) Ae WN 

ve e ee ee . 

is vs Conider: the | Meaning of the | Paſſage 

15 * cited. e 

on mn Lay down ſome preliminary Propos 

; I ſitions. 1 gif! 1191 

ni- l. Mandle- he F e — in : 

an ae Words: quoted from the Ne . 

ce I AIDE: 4 

ers 1. I ſhall conſider: che Meaning of the 

ce Paſſage quoted, which will ite er 4 
| ly appear from the Conte. 15 I 

nis The Apoſtle, in the foregoing: Chapter, 


en in divers particulars ſets forth the Excellen- 
m cy, the Dignity, and the Glory of Chriſt, 
nt our \ merciful, and our « mighty Redeemer: 
Ny And from thoſe Topicks he infers * the» nch A. 
to 5 CU ca 


Cs) 
Obligation, and Duty of regarding, that 
Religion, wow Way of <4: 4 date had 
fore ſays hot A alle) we aught to give 
the. more earneſt: ged. to he Hin 2s, (int. 
the Dactrines of Salvation, Faith, Worſhip 
and Manners) which ue haue heard, (i. e. 
from the: Son of God) e at any time we 
Mauld let them ip. By this juſt Inference 
the Apoſtle: ſhews, that Men are oblig'd to 
believe, and / obey the Dodrines of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus; i This Obligation he enforcetli 
with the conſideration of that righteous, and 
tertible Vengrance, which Perfons expoſe 
themſelves nunto by neglecting it. For in 
the text Herſe, he obſervrs, that the Word 


ſpoken by Angels (from Sinai) was ſtedſaſt, 


k &v!+ 7 


and that every Tranſgreſſion, and Diſobe 
dieuce M iti (every Revolt from it) receiy'd 
a juſt recompence of reward. And hence 


in ver. 3. goncludes the unavoidableneſs of 


their ſuffering Puniſhment ; who ſhould neg- 
le that great Salvation, preached; and pur- 


cChaſed by Chriſt, and confirmed by the A- 


poſtles that heard him. 
The cogency of the Apoſtles Reaſoning de- 
ſerves notice. For if, lays he, the Mord ſpoken 
by Angels, was ſtedfaſt; und every Trans 
8 and Niſobedience, received a 
recumpence of reward ;| how:ſball we eſcape, 
if ue neglets.' ſo great Saluatian, which 


at a Joſt ae 40 _ 55 4 1 pain 


os] Fi; 4 
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(33 - 
(Jeſus) and ws confirmed: "ON ur by by thing 
6 e. the Apoſtles) that heard him. 
The Apoſtle in this Context doth plain 
iy inform us, that the CHRISTIAN ay an | 


o, that is, the Religion taught ED 


and his Apoſtles, is the Thing, to w 
above all — we ſhould give heed, and 
that the Srx ef -thoſe, Who disbeliev 
diſobey the Goſpel, is more aggravated; tan 
the Tranſgreſſions of the Law committed in 
the times of the Old Teſtament; and con- 
ſequently, that there is reaſon to conclude, 
that the Puniſhment of ſuch Sinners will be 
proportionably greater; the Heinouffiefs of 
whoſe Guilt; the nee evinceth by divers 

12 That the Goppel of out W 
potten ot declar'd, and preschid by the Lord 
nimlelf. And therefore ought to be 
credited, and obey d by all Men; fince he 
gave undeniable Proofs, that he came forth 
from God, and ſpake the Words of God. 

- 2. That the glorious Goſpel was atteſted, 
* confirmed by Thoſe that heard Chrift ; F 
i. e. by the Apoſtles, who were Ear-Wit- 
neſſes of his Doctrines, and receiꝰd from 
the Lord Jeſus, what ” preach'd to others. 

3. That God alſo did bear Witneſs unto 
the Goſpel, or that Relzgron, which Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles preach'd to the World. God 
alſo bearing them (viz. Chriſt and his A. 

ſtles) wetneſs both with SNS, wand 
Woops, r 
4 


(8) 
and. Glers of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
his own will... From all which Arguments 
it is manifeſt, that they are utterly inexcu- 
able, who deny the Chriſtian R eligion ; 
who reject the Goſpel, and do not prize 
that great Salvation revealed by it; as like- 
wiſe poet their | Guilt is very heinous, and 
their Danger, and Hazard exceeding great. 
But the Point inculcated in the Text, un- 
der conſideration, and which is the Propo- 
ſition Than een tor — is, W115 
vi. 


. 1 ”, & 


” That God has born Miki, to * 
7 . f " the CHRISTIAN RELIC LON; to 
the Truth of all thoſe Doctrines, which were 
taught by Chriſt, and by his Apoſtles in 
his Name, and has done this by Signs and 
Wonders, and Divers Miracles, and Gifts 
pf the Holy Ghoſt. | 
nee, it follows chat the Chriſtian 
Religion is the true Religion, what God 
| himfalf recommends: unto ts and a 
Enjoins. us. 


1 H A P. . 
| Containing Preliminary Propeſi ion. . 


I. Shall lay down ſome poaliminary Pro- 
; poſitions, that ſo the Force of the 
Argument for the Truth of the Chriſtian 


Religion 


. EF ow # TD WW DD ____ 


4 5 'Y 
R may be more clearly W 
ed, and receivd with greater Conviction. 
The PROPOSITIONS, | 1 would promiſe; are 
nn. wan e SO A 


* "4 . R. 
e e A 


Preps: 1 That 15590 1 is a” „ad. n 

* 2. That God is perfettly, e . 
finitely Wiſe,” and Powerful, 25 Holy, 
— K and e * 7 vw, and Eat 

* his Pre pues, * hope, may be ald 
taken as ed becauſe, ſince Wiſdom, 
Power, Holineſs, Juſtice;" Goodnels, Trarh, 
and Faithfulneſs, are undeniably great Ex- 
cellencies, they muſt be acknowledged to 
be in God immenſely; ſince he is the Source, 
and only Fountain or” or OW is N C lent. 
Thereſore, '» 1 70 

Prop. 3. G will wor; "oy anner ip 
thing, that, in its Nature, is morally Evil. 

Beeauſe ſuch an Act would imply 1h 
fection, in ſome, or other of his plorious 
Attributes; which cannot oe bein God: 
Conſequently, 

Prop. 4. God will not, and cannot len 
or witneſs any thing to be true, which is 
not ſo. Witneſſing to a Falſchood, as if 
true, whereby Men may be deceiv'd into 
Error, being inconſiſtent with his Holineſs, 
— ene T ruth, and Faithfulgels.”  There- 
e , 
Prop. 5.  Whatſtrver God lars Witneſs 
to, a8 I is undoubtedly _ and we 
l C are 


(10). 
are bound on his Teſtimon y fo believe it 
5 1 I0h: 
ft, Prop. -= , 7 ntelligent ee 5 
Men, or Angels, HAVE Nor the: Knowledge 
of Events long future, and contingent, ex- 
cept ſuch Knowledge. be communicated: un- 
Zo them, by the Alwiſe. Goll. 
By EvenrTs Jong future, 10 contingent, 
1 mean thoſe Events, which, are ſo 006 
future that neither Men, nor Angels, b 
their utmoſt; Sagacity, could diſeern them 
in, or infer them from any Cauſes actual. 
ly, exiſting, at the tone gry Were ;prediatcd, 
or foxetold. 
Having thus explain'd. my WE 1 proceed 
to ſhew the Truth of the Propoſition; Which 
will appear, if we conſider, that God is the 
ſupream Ruler, and Governour of the whole 
Univyerſe; and orders, and over- rules all his 
Creatures, and all their Actions; if we 
conſider the influence, and agency of his 
Providence, and that God often gives an 
unexpected Turn unto the Current of Things; 
ſo that thoſe Things, which have ſeem d moſt 
likely to happen, have been prevented; 
and ſuch things have been brought to pals, 
as ſeem d the moſt improbable; nay, which 
have ſeem'd impoſſible; if we conſider that 
all Events do intirely depend on the Will 
of God; and that none can know his Will, 
his Purpoſes, and Determinations concern- 
ing things ſo long future, as explain d, ex- 
cept He communicates to them ſuch Know- 
| } „ 


5 


a (619) 
ledge. If we conſider all this, we muſt ac- 
knowledge the Propoſition to be true There- 
fore, 0⁴ 2. TIC 41337325 1 
Prop. y The Gift of Pro un concern- 
ing Events long future an ingent, is 
4 certain ons of their Mi 5 on from 
God, and of the Truthaof their Dobtrine, 
70: Rib: Was  vouchſaftd, as yOu an E- 
vl "OR EINE IN bs be 10 e201 
For; as this Ci can only come from 
30d; .(Prop<i6. (a) ſo God will not, and can- 
not give it to countenance the Pretenſtons 
of Falſe Prophet s,vor Yatſe'T. i as 18 
3 2 75 Prop. 4. . i 
oP. 8. Their profeſſed Tow ws Gab 
and their 4 Docieite — fed Wi 8 
is confirmed by ſuch miraculous, und won- 
derful Operations, as are vaſtly (ſuperior in 
their Number, and Nature to the Signs, and 
Wonders done by any others pretenaing they 
are ſent of God to "TEACH | a TRIAGE 
DocTRINE. | ] 
s; The ſuperior: Evdionte: doth olainly indi- 
oſt cate whoſe Doctrine is from Heaven. For 
d; it is not to be ſuppos d, that the God of 
is, Truth, and of 9 will dine * 


ch it 3 16%; 
lat 1 n FFF 11 N ine . 
ill (a) Prop. 6. Intelligent G cbbei ber Men or 3 : 


1] have not the © Knowledge of Events long future, and contingent, 

: except fucb Anoryleage © be N umo them byt the wiſe 
N- God, by 5 
X Y Prop. 4. God will not, 88 cies e or oe ary 
* to be . W is not 0 


5 C y > al. z un z Pro- | 


tia) 


Brophers, Falſe: Teachers; and: falſe Dor 
trine to have a. more glorious Witneſs; and 
Teſtimony, than he vouchſafes to thoſe, 
Which are true. If that Was the Gaſe; Men 
Would be very excuſable in embracing Et. 
rors, and regarding falſe Prophets. But the 
caſe is impoſſible; and this Impoſſibility of 
it, is undeniably concluded from the * er 
fetions of God. Prop. 2. (c). wv 
Prop. . The immediate, wonderful Ove 
| nates, or Act of God (without the Aten. 
cy of any ſubordinate Beings) in favour of, 
and to gain credit. to any Perſons, aud. the 
Doctrine they taught, is undoubtedly. God's 
o immediate Teſtimony to the Truth of 
their VDactrine; conſequently, the Doctrine, 
ſo atteſted, is mne, en to 
Prop. 5. ) PET 0 W 
And ſuch 2 Teſtimony has our; boly\Chri- 
ftian Religion, by the Gifts of the Hoh) 
Ghoſt, 8 ſhall he w you in its proper place. 
Prop. 10. The History of Exxxrs con- 
tained in the Holy eters is 4 trus Hi. 
OF). #3734 e HOUR VE, 
This Propoſition. we muſt conclude to be 
8 
1. Recauſc the 8 of thoſe hiſtorical 
Accounts, Knew them to 5 true.” 


ant, N * S 0 80 OY 
JJ LIN” 7 T AG pul 17 6 


ED to, 4 Hur, bun. 
s eftimony to believe it ſo, 


5 2. Be- 


{4 13 Y 
2. Becauſe they were Men of W In- 


give a. Al comet thn IPL? 
ting and publiſhjn GEE AY ey 


* N. 4 uy 


aw. e e ok es 15 Fe 
counts, when they might cally have been dif- 


proy d, if falſe, yet they were never diſproy'd 


by any Enemies. _ 

4. Becauſe the extraordinary Wi Rſs and 
T; 6 2 f God not only. attended them, 
but tr that beliey'd their Hiſtory, „and their 
Dackrine; thoſe that obey d a Goſpel," eu 
preach'd,, and eech the. Region he 
taught. e N 4 4 
„Having premis " the Propoſit Lions, ſet pet 
my Readers amdrhus clear my, ay 1 ſhall 
in 155 next APES, enter on Argument 
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ike Hole Gol "Es —— fo 605 „ 
Feſus, and atteſted the Truth of hizs Mif- 
"fon Fob Heaven, and the Verity of his 
rene,” by Signs, and Wonders, and 
divers Miracles, even before the” extra- 
ordinary Diſtributions f 7he Holy Ghoſt, 
related in Acts 2. and refer d to by the 
„ the latter part 25 the 4th 2 


S 


— 


— 


N | A 

. Am now to 5 anche he Ahead con- 

tain d in the Words quoted from the 
ſpaſtle: | God' alſo bearing them (viz. the 
Lord Feſus and his Apoſtles, as is evident 
from the forcgoing Verſes) Witneſs, both 
with Hens, and Wonders, and with * 
Miracles, and Gifts of the Hoh GH. 
Here let me obſerve that the Powers, 
giving Signs, and doing Wonders, and Mi. 
racles, are included in the number of thoſe 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of in the latter part of the Verſe ; and con- 
ſequently by Hung, Wonders) and Miracles, 
mention d in the former part of it, we muſt 
underſtand, ſome, which had been given, and 
wrought, before thoſe extraordinary Diſtribu- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt refer'd to here, and 
related in the 2d Chapter of the Acts of 1 the 


dpofeles, 
There- 


| Redeemer, he had promiſed, that he came 


603 15 15 
Therefore in e. on this Subj 65, 1 55 
propole to 58 ma Ty Reader, 0 ri 
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8 "IEF: of thoſe Shows Waders an - 


Miracles, by which God did bear Witneſs to 


theLord Jeſus, or atteſt the Truth of his Miß 55 


ſion, and Doctrine, before the Diſtributions 


of the: Holy Ghoſt (poken of int the latter 


part of the Text cited) were made. © 
II. Thoſe GteTs, or © DISTRIBUTIONS of : 


the Holy Ghoſt; by which God did bear 
Witneſs, unto” Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; 

and thereby prove, and confirm the Truth 
of that RELIGION, and Way of Salva. 


tion, which! 1 85 e to ag World, 
8 5 e 


4- 


#4 
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1 L To for wiki you; u G ole AY 
W and MIRACLES, by: which God © 
did bear Witneſs to the Lord Fefus, or at- [ 
teſt the Truth of his Miſſion, and Doctrine, 
1 ore thoſe extraordinary Diſtributions of 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſpoken of. in the latter 
part ↄf the Text cited. © | 
1. As to S16Ns. - By the Ken unztr Git 
preſent Conſideration, I underſtand thoſe 
Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, whereby 
God ſignified to Men, that Chriſt was the 


forth from God, and taught the Truth. 
Here let me note that tho all Miracles, 
wrought . by the Divine Power in Confir- 
mation of the 3 and Doctrine of \ 
Chriſt, | 


| 7 06 ) 
Sun . Kiens, yet all: Sent ans Tor 


tracles. 45555. 4 "FELT 37 SI © F C37 IF Och 519 
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Now to mention ſome of thoſe Diſpen- 
fations.:@t; Providence,” whereby» God gave 
Lcſtimouy-+to-the Lord Jeſus, and Kgnified 
he was the Chriſt. Let my Reader 
obſexve that When God Was about to 
parform his gracious Promiſe of giving 2 
Saviour, as he had determined to ſend 2 
Nan into the World, in the Spirit, and 
Power f Elijah; that is, one as eminent 
for Zeal, and holy Auſterity of Life, whom 
he would ;; have to be called JOHN, 
and. ro prepare the way of * Lord i. c. 

his preaching, to endeavour to diſpoſt 
Feople to receive the Meſſiah, — 
ſhould come; ſo he ſent an Angel to Za- 
charias in the Temple to acquaint: him, that 
tho; his Wife was barren, and they both 
ſtricken in 'years, yet that Eligabeth ſbould 
Lear 4 Son; ue ſhould be great in the 
Abt of the Bord, and turn many of the 
Children of Iſrael to the Lord their God. 
And that, as a Sign hereof, himſelf ſhould 
be. dumb, till the birth of this Child 
be accompliſhed. Thus ſignifying that the 
Coming of the Meſſiah into the World, was 
near at hand. God alſo ſent the AxNeEI. 
xy to 1 rd — 7 
aſſure was highiy fever, 
Cod; that the ſhould: CT ton 
and bring forth a Son, and call his Name 
Jn z who ——_ be great, and be —_— 
the 


0 79. 
the Sow of the Higheſt," and have the 
throne of his Father David, and reign o. 
ver the Houſe of Facob for euer . ©  # tyke 
When God had brought this his only bes 1. ver. a6, 
gotten Son, this King of Iſrael into the 
World, he did acquaint certain WISE MEN 
in the Last, with it; and 'by'@ Star mov- 
ing before them, and ſtanding till; when 
it came over the Place; Z our am Fay, 
did he guide them unto him. 
He/ likewiſe ſent ani An 


gel to , tell certain 
Shepherds," (who were in the Field) of this 
wondrous: BIR TH, who ſaid to them, Bebhold, 
J bring you good tidings of great US which 
all be fo al people * — is born, 
this day, in the” City. David, a Sa- 
viour, 'who 4s Chriſt: the Lord. And a 
Multitude: 0 the Heavenly Hoſt join d this 
Angel prazſin 5 Cod, and ſaying, Glory t0: 
God in the higheſt, on Harth Peatry good 
Mill r God did bear Witneſs 
to Chriſt at his BAP T ISN, by the holy Spi- 
rit, deſcending, lite a Dove, An Agbring 
on him; and by a Voice from Heaven, -/2y- + 
ing this is my" beloved Son," in whom Pam : 
well pleaſed: Mat. 3. 16, 17. \ 
God alſo teſtify'd"of him, at his Trans 
FIGURATION;\'by a Voite out of the Cloud, 1 
which ſaid; This is ny beloved Son, in 
whom I am wel A bear 0 him: 
Mat. 17."45''5. MLS? Br by. 
By theſe Diſpenſations; Or Ads . Pros 
nen and many * Signs, did God 


bear 


ET. - 
bear Witneſs of Chrijſe.; or lignify to Men, 
that Feſus was the promiſed Saviour. But, 


; 


neſs te the Lord Feſus. Ben bono 
Buy Nonders, I apprehend to be meant 
thofe extraordinary Operationt, Which ex- 
ceeded all human Power, : and, very quftly. 
excited the Wonder, and Aſtoniſhment of 
the Beholders; ſuch as healing all Diſcaſes, 
immediately by a Word, or a Touch, and, 
often without ſeeing the Sick; and when 
diſtant, and remote from em; theſe Heal. 
| ing 6 Operations being  diſtinguifh'd from the 
warkeng.s of Mirac les, by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
I 24:49, 10. VIKK N Eee un 8 V7 AD 
Thus God did bear Witneſs unto Jeſus 
of Nazareth, by enabling him to do vaſt 
multitudes af fuch wonderful Horks thro 
the courſe of his Miniſtry: For Feſus went 
about all e 5 e _ 
ues, an * reacſhi 14 A [AAS FOE" OT e 
Kine dam; — —_ all — F Lich. 
the People ; and his fame went through- 
out all Syria; and they brought unto him 
all feck People,- that were ta en with di- 
Vers Di ſcaſes , and Torment , aud thaſe 
which were Lunatick, and thovſe:obich had 
the Palſy ; and be healed. them; | (Mat. 4. 
23:24, 25.) And multitudes of people fol. 
lowed him from Galilee, and . from. Deca- 
polis, and from Feruſalem; and from Fudea, 
and tr an: beyond! Fordau. And he 13 


4a) 


aboat: all the'Cities, ond Villages, teaching 


in their gnueg, and. preaching the Go- 


5 rie Kingaum, und healing every 


ſs, und every: Daft, | r Roma 
— 2 9. 35. But, 
= , Mazacuce did: God: br. vine 


to thie Bord cee vii ie 


being diſtinguiſhed en 
woudgrful Operations, ' which heuld the 
Het, and from Signr, ſeem to be ſuch mar- 


vellous Monks, as demonſtrated a greater 
Power, than was neceffary to do things 
meeriy under ful. By ſuch as theſe did 


God bear Witneſs to Chriſt ; enabling him 


to turn Mater into Mint; to feed Thou 
ſands of People with very few Loaver, 


and very few Fiſbes; enabling him to ruiſe | 
the Deud; and to do numberleſs mighty 
Works. Well might CR Is r ſay, to the 
Jews; I baue a — Witneſs, than that 
75 Zohn'; for the Works, which the Father 

given me to fiſh, the ſame” Works, 
that T7 ido, bear witneſs of me, that the 
Father hath ſent me. (John 5. 36.) The 
Father that dwelleth in mes! he” doth the 
Works: (John 14. 10.) 

Wich great reaſon dd Cantey appeal to 
his Morte; ſaying, belieue me 71 or the very 
Works" ſake. (John 14. 11.) VI had nas 
done among them the Works, which: none 
other man did, they had not had Sin. (vid. 
John 13. 24.) q. d. F I had not done a- 
_ them ſuch Works, ſo great, and ſo 

D 2 ” many 7 


5 { {12Þ ) | 
Many," as none other ever did, as neither 
Moſes, nor any of the Prophets ever per- 
form d, they had not been guilt7 of Sin, in 
not believing my Dotũrine. But ſince they 
regard Moſes; and the Prophets. on the 
Cxedit of inferiour, tha ſufficient Evidence, 
they are intirely inexcuſable in not beliey. 
ing me, who have given to them more 4. 
bundant Proofs of a DIVIN E Misigh./ 
But to proceed a little farther 3ͤ VH di 
bear witneſs ta CHRIST, in his laſt: Sufer- 
inge, by the Darkneſs; he brought over: all 
| the Land from the ſixth to\'themmth hour. 
(Mat. 27. 45.) And manifeſting his glorious 
Power, in ſuch a manner, that he Vail 
F the Temple was rent in twain, From the 
top to the bottom and the Earth did quake, 
Matt. zj. and the rochs rent *; which made the 
ver. 51. Centurion, and thoſe 1 Were with him, 
when they ſaw thoſe things that 3 
to fear greatly, and far. iy, truly his 
Ver. the Son of Godj. God likewiſe did | ar 
Witness to Chriſt by. RAISING HIM ur FROM 
THE DEAD; and by ſending an Angel from 
Heaven to roll back the Stone * om the 
Door of the Sepulchre where our Lord was 
buried; an Angel! whoſe Countenance, was 
like lightning, and. his raiment white as 
S$7ow3 for fear_of whom, the keepers did 
ſhake," and became as dead Men; an Angel 
that declard to the Vomen, and ſo to the 
Matt. Diſciples, that Feſus, which was — 
7 . Was; * from the Deed © 3. DP; angel 
of Cl a 


* 


(£29) 
er Angel did God teſtify of Chriſt. God alſo 
er- did bear Witneſs, by receiving him up in- 
in to Heaven in the Preſence, and before the 
ey Eyes, of the Diſciples3' | after he had conver- 
he ſed divers times with them; ee eaten, 
e, and drank with them; and had Aw {cen 
. of ſeveral hundreds at once, af after his Re- 
4. ſurxection. „Very phat] Tay id Chriſt © lay, the 
Father himſelf, pn hath Jens me, hath 
born Witneſs of me. John 987 ind 
Now if we conſider the Particulars, Te pe- 


* - o 5 


ond, by , noching. can be more en hes 
that God did bear: Witneſ+\tb.the Lord Fe. 
ſus. For the Things related, Were real Facts, 
as related: * AS appears rom. Prop. 10. * 

And the Concluſion, which hence undenia- 

bly follows, is this, vis. That the 8 5 a 
ns Poctrine of Salvation, taught by ih, 


GWE, round ! 45 0 ad. 5: v3} | 


- 7 
as — . AS 1 1 Ad 1 4 — — * 


— — 


1 0 — 10 75 Hen of EF contained in the Ho 
m Seri tures, is a true 
Y Prop. 4. 6 0 107, and canmet anef, Hina | 


he thing to be true, ' which it not ſo. TIC 
8 (e) Prop. 5. Whatſoever God bears witneſs 1 bs, as true, is un- 
M ah miei and we are bend on bis N to eee 
as ; N an 55 
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ii the. Tratt 
That the Chrifttan R 
ed by the erben or Gifts — e 
Holy Gig ee eee 
FP 5 Lin 11 O 
0 fet Gere ew thole Srret ö 
I PDiserzrtor ns ef the Holy Ghoſt, 
45 525 God did bear Witneſs tothe Lord 
uc and 'his Apoſtles ; and thereby atteſt 
2 Truth of that ef Sp and way of 
in, which cached -to the 
World. . SU + -TGS} I” 13 $6: n Vit 
What bee 815 Pail Yikes bus, 
1 Cor. 12. 4/85 &c. where he ſays, "there 
are diuerſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. 


For to one 10 gruen, by the Spirit, the 
Word of wb; ped 0 another the Wort of 
e; by the ſame Spirit; to another 
Faith, by rhe Spirit ; to another the Gifts 
of Healing, by the ſame Spirit. To another 
the working of Miracles, to another Pro- 
phecy; to another Diſcerning of Spirits] to 
another divers kinds of Tongues ; to another 
the Interpretation of Tongues. But all 
theſe (viz. theſe Gifts) worketh, that one, 
and ſelf ſame Spirit, . dividing (them) to 
| —w man, ſeverally, as he vill. | 


The 


— 
— 


che eee Gre, here ſpecified; 


ths Apoſtlec, and to them only, by immediate 


Expreſſion, ſeems evident, becauſe the Doc 


Apoſtles. It is likewiſe calłd the mani fuld 


the: Wiſdom gi en unto him, 2 Pet. 3. 15. 


Becauſe this Was an extraordinary Endo- 


(33), 


are NINE in e. I beg leave to tell 1 "nl 
my Reader, "briefly, what I apprehend to be 
meant by each of em. D Ebd. 
1. By the WorpD or WISO I appre- 
hend to be deneted the Doctrines eoncernin 8. 
our Salvation thro” Chriſt; and thoſe Things, 
which' God in the evangelical Revelation, re- 


an us to believe, and do. 


This Doctrine; being communicated 0 


Reuelation, or the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt The World receiving theſe Pocttines, 
not immediately from God, but melee 
from the Apofflar. 
That I have rig 


tly ſtate the Senſe af the 


trine of the Goſpel is called the 1 i. of” 
God in 4 Myfery-s and the hidden 


in 1 Cor. 2.7. It was fo, till revealed to 2 


Wiſdom of God, Eph. 3. 10. And the Apoſtle 
is ſaid to have uritten (of it) arcording 70 


355 
* 


2. The rand Gift mention d is 

Worp or KNOWLEDGE. ER 

This being diſtinguiſhed from the Ward of 

Wiſdom here, and in r Cor. 14. 6. from Reé- 

velation, and e ſeems to denote ö 
fan 


an extraordinary Ang of the ſeve- 
ral Parts 0 * God s Word,, with an extraor- 


dinary Ability of inſtructing otfiers in them. 


10 J 


nxt! L444 


* ment, 


C24) 
ment; or Gift vouchſafed to the „ 
Paſtors, and Teachers; .and yet not reckon'd 
in this Catalogue of the Gifts:of-the Spirit, 


it. is notgyimported in this er the 
Ward of Knowleage. 5 a0 5411 ve 

3. The third; Gift - ſpecified is F * 
This being mention d as one of the extra- 
ordinaty Gifts of the Spirit, cannot be un- 
derſtood to ſigniſy that believing in Chriſt, 
85 which Salvation. f is promis d, and which 
common. to, ſincere Chriſtians in every 
* Its ſeems therefore to denote: that full 
Perſuaſion, and Confidence of the Truth of 
the Goſpel, and of the Power of God, which 
did qualify Perſons for doing mighty 3 

and, animated the primitive Preachers to ſur 
mount the greateſt Difficulties, and, with: the 
grcateſt fortirude, to fulfil their, Miniſtry, not- 

| withſtandingall Oppoſitions.. arid Hazards. \ 
4. The GIFTS:;OF, HraNG, were ike; 
extraordinary \ Powers of curing all Diſe 
955 without the uſe of any natural means. 
The Wonkixg o E MIRACLES; being 
, Ging gelbe from healing the Sick, mult: 
denote. the Ability of Jolng: other mighty 
Works. 10 4 
Such as raiſing the. Dead, caſting out all 
evil from Men, and from heathen Ora- 
cles, and ſuch alike. mighty Works, which 
evidently import A Power, en chat 

of. Angel Nn ri Hs AND 9 

6. PROPHECY is the Abili of foretelling. 
E. vents e Future, and to us Dis 
ns © 7. UB 


Jar! 


20 WW. —_—uE 


YR i 


q Ws; 
** ** 


tles and ſome others of the primitive Chti 


| Ability of ſpeaking divers Languages neuer 


muſt be the Ability of interpreting, anck ex: 


the Holy Ghoſt, 1 ſhall proceed farthet in e- 
vincing the Truth of he Chriſtian Nellgiun. 


2 
z 


(25 ) | 

9 9 Disch Acer SprrITS. This Locks to 
be a ' Knowledge of the inward, ſerret Prin- Gau 
ciples, Frame, Temper, Qualities, Tenn bel 2 
and Purpoſes of rhe Minds of Men; com- , ,. "| 
municated by the Spirit of God tothe Apo⸗ G9. 5 * ＋4 


ſtiaus. By this extraordinary Gift of the Spi- ee 
rit was Timothy known to be fit for the Mi: > 1 i 
niſtry.31\ and thus was thei:ſecret Guile, and unt. 474. 1 
Hypocriſſ of Ananias and See a 
cover d by the Apaſtie Peter. Nen N 5 
8. DIVERS KINDS: OF Tox ours Was an 


learnt; taſtantaneauſly communicated; by the 
Hirit to die Wat and —_ other primi- 
tive Ohriſtians. e We Wan de 

9. Tun 8 or TONGVES, 
This Gift being diſtinguiſhed from the former, 


plaining Foreign Languages, and intimates 
to us, that there were ſome, who tho they 
could ſpeak; with ders Languages,\\the 
wonderful / Works of God, and underſtood , 
what they themſelves! ſaid, yet were. not well ( 
able to explain in a manner ſuitable” to the | 
Capacity of the People, thoſe. Languages 
that! were unknown to the Church. lor 1 ; 
ſembly in which they uhr.. an Bott 
Having thus briefly. Ruined the Gift 8 of 


This I ſhall do, by: n n following 17 — 


Propolition. . W W 2 ae 
. | 


x Prop. 


Cas 0 
Prop. 1. That the Chriſtian Religion War 
confirmed by the ene or e N The 
Holy, Ghoſt + 7 1. 
Prop. 2. T hat the C Gifes, or Diftribiz ons 
88 Ghoſt; were immediately from 
Cod, and conſequently arè God's own imme. 
_ diate Teſtimuuy unto che T ruth of the Chri. 
nme den Gehen deen * . 1 
_ "Propiiz. That the Chrif iftian Retig ion” has 
hike ronfirmed bythe Gif of W cyn- 
cerning Events long future, to us con- 
; and Conſents is witneffed'to' by 
God himſelf. 1 N At) "By KR Jt & * V. ky 
Propo 4. \Þ hat the Chriſtian eligion has 
brow: confirmed by ſuch” miraculous: pera- 
tions and wonderful Works, as are vaſtly ſu- 
periour in their Number and Nature to all 
the Signs and Wonders performed my any, 
that heveraxght Dottrines contrary to it. 
Prop. 1. That the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
the Chriſtian Religion; 'was confirmed by oo 
Diftributions, or Gifts of he Hol [y Ghoſt. 
The Truth of this ee wilt Rar 
very evident, if we conſider, 7 121; 
I. What is ſaid in the Hwroztyechs Ads 
of the Apoſtles. Particularly, 10 111219 
1. That, when the — of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, was noiſed abroad, 
the Multitude cams together, and were con- 
founded, becauſe that every man heard them 
„Adds 2.6. eat in his own Language *, and they were 
—ver. 13.4 4ynazed and eee; aying =. the 4- 
: vol her, Behold are * all theſe; which 


2011 ſpeak, 


VF, = 


F, 8 
* 
1 
7 


DB 
Deal, Galileans? And how heat we every 
lan in our own Tongue, wherein we were 

born! Parthians, and Medes, and. Ela- 

mites, and the Dwellers in Meſopotamia, 
and in Fudea, and in Cappadocia, in Pontus 


and Aſia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in E- 
Cpt, and in 3 Parts. of Libya about Cy- 


rene, and Strangers of. Name, eus and 
Praſelytes, Cretes aud Atabians, des do 
hear them ſpeak in our Tongues the Wonder. 


ful Warks af God: Aud they (ile. the Mul. 
titude, which conſiſted of People out of the 


ſeveral Countries before mentioned) ow 
all amazed, and were. in doubt, ſaying 
to another, what meaneth this; i. e. this 
ſtrange thing which. i is come to Pals of Which 
we are Witneſſes. An); 

Now in reference to this Atzoung, Wien 


St. Luke gives us, giye me leavd to obſerve. 
1. That this extraordinary Effuſan af -the 
Holy Ghoſt, in his Gifts, was matter ot pub- 

lick Cognizance; ; and what was manifeſt to 


all Sorts of Men; that Men of ſeveral diffe- 


rent Nations and Languages were Ear · Witneſ- 


les, that the Gt 3 Tongues was communi- 
cated to the Apoſtles, who ſpake with other 
Tongues: as the Spirit gav ve them Utterance, 
ver. 4. And 3 2. if ſuch an ex. 


traordinary Event, which the Ewvange el 72 re: 


lates to have happen d in Jeufalen at the 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt; and declares to be a thing ſo 


publickly, and certainly known, as to aſtonimm 


an . 8 
* * 


ze the Multitude of People of divers 
11 Na- be 


3 
2 
" 


(s 
Nations; I fay, if ſuch an EE VER E- 
vent did not happen; this Account would 
have appeared falſe to the Inhabitants of Je. 
ruſalem, and have proved to them a matter of 
Objection againſt the Goſpel, which the A. 


poſtles preached. But, 3. This Account was 


ſo far from being queſtion d, that St. Peters 
preaching the Goſpel at this time, being at- 
tended with ſuch a Teſtimony from Heaven, 
was effectual to the Converſion of three 
Thouſand. Souls: which Number of Con- 
verts daily and greatly inereaſed; and there was 


in Feruſalem from this time a famous Church 


of Chriſtians, which continued there for ſeve- 
ral Years. The Exiſtence of which Church in 
Feruſalem, was an undeniable Argument of 
the Truth of what St. Luke has ſaid of the * 


Fuſu on of the Holy Ghoſt. 


* As 3. 
2, 6, 7. 


+ As 6. 
35 5˙ 


2. St. Luke allo teſtifies, chat the Apoſtle 
PETER in the Name of Feſus Chriſt of Na- 
zareth cured a certain Man that had been 
lame from his Mother's Womb x-. 

3. And that Philip full of the Holy Ghoſt 
and Wiſdom f went. ee to the City of Ca- 
maria, and preached CHRISH unto them 
And, that the People with one accord gave 
heed to thoſe: things, which Phil ſpake, 
nr and ſeeing the MIRACLES which he 


did. For unclean Spirits, crying with 4 
_ . toud Voice, came out of many, that were poſ- 


| As 8. 
Ver. 5, 8 . 
ver. 14. 


ſeſſed with them; and many taken with Pal. 
g. Les, and that were come, were healed |. 
Thus a Cociety or n of Chriſtians was 


planted 


( 29) 
planted in Samaria. The Exiſtence of which 
Church there, was an Evidence of the Truth 
of the Account, which St. Luke > gives f 
Philips preaching the Goſpel there, and of * 297 
his confirming it by Miracles. For if this 
part of the Sacred Hiſtory had been falſe, the 
People of Samaria could never have credited 
the Doctrine of the Se as a W ſo | 
ratified by Miracles. 

4. This Evangeli if alſo WU that: Abc 
Peter preached the Goſpel unto Cornelius, 
and his Friends, that the Holy Ghoſt fell un 
all them, which heard the Word; and that 
they of the Circumciſion, which: believed, 
were aſtoniſhed, as many as came with 
PETER; becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo, 
was poltred out the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt : 
For they heard them ſpeak. with Tongues, 
and magnify God *. Now it is not credible, * Ads 10. 
that Luke ſhould relate this Paſſage, if it had 4% 45,46. 
not been true; becauſe the falſhood of ſuch a 
Narration, if falſe, could never be concealed. ., 
For ſince Cornelius was a Perſon of ſuch Note 
in Ceſarea; it muſt be known to many, whe- 
ther he and his Friends receiv'd the Goſpel, 
and became Diſciples of Feſus of Nazareth, 
and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as St. Luke.has related. 

5. St. Luxx alſo teſtified, that the Diſcs 7 

ples were filled with Foy, and with the Ho- 
45 Ghoſt +; and that in Iconium, long time t Acts 13. 
abode they (wiz. Paul and Barnabas) ſpeak- 
mg boldly in the Name of the Lord, which 


gave 


* Als 3. 
2, 6, 7. 


+ Aits 6. 
3z 5 


(*. 


Nations; I ſay, if ſuch an extraordi1 ary E- 


vent did 0 happen; this Account would 
have appeared falſe to the Inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, and have proved to them a matter of 
Objection againſt the Goſpel, which the A. 


poſtles preached. But, 3. This Account was 
fo far from being queſtion d, that St. Peters 


preaching the Goſpel at this time, being at- 
tended with ſuch a Teſtimony from Heaven, 
was effectual to the Converſion of three 


Thouſund Souls : which Number of Con- 


verts daily and greatly inereaſed; and there was 


in Feruſalem from this time a famous Church 


of Chriſtians,” which continued there tor ſeve- 
ral Years. The Exiſtence of which Church in 
Feruſalem, was an undeniable Argument of 
the Truth of what St. Luke has ſaid of the E f- 
fuſion of the Holy Ghoſt. 
2. St. Luke alſo teſtifies, that the Apoſtle 
PETER in the Name of Feſus Chriſt of Na- 
Sareth cared a certain Man that had been 
lame from his Mother's Womb *. © 

3. And that Philip full of the Holy Ghoſt 
and Wiſdom f went. oF ka to the City of Sa- 
mafia, and preached CarIsT unto them; 
Anz, that the People with one accord gave 
hood. to thoſe: things, which PHILIP ſpake, 
bearing and ſeeing the MIRACLES which he 


did. For unclean Spirits, crying with 4 


loud Voice, came out of many, that were poſ- 


| As 8. 


Ver. 5, 8 . 


ver. 14. 


ſeſſed with them; and many taken with Pal. 
% les, and that were come, were healed ||. 
Thus a Society or un of Chriſtians was 


planted 


na wi i 4 i + fwd « @ Ot Aa how. 


4 29) 
planted in Samaria. The Exiſterice of which 
Church there, Was an Evidence of the Truth 
of the Account, ? Which St. Luke J gives of. -: 4.1234 * 


Philips preaching the Goſpel there, and of = 


his confirming it by Miracles. For if this 
part of the Sacred Hiſtory had been falſe, the | 
People of Samaria could never have credited 
the Doctrine of the Golpel, as a Oy o 1 
ratified by Miracles. 

4. This Evangeli it alſo te} char: whit 
Peter preached the Goſpel unto Cornelius, 
and his Friends, that the Holy Ghoſt fell oon 
all them, which heard the Word; and tha.at 
they of the Circumciſion, which: .believed, 
were aſtoniſhed, as many as came with 
PETER ; becauſe that on the: Gentiles alſo, 
was polred out the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt * 
For they heard them ſpeak with Tongues, 
and magnify God *. Now it is not credible, As 10. 
that Luke ſhould relate this Paſſage; if it had 4% 45,46. 
not been true; . becauſe the fatſhood of ſuch a 
Narration, if falſe, could never be concealed. .. - 
For ſince Cornelius was a Perſon of ſuch Wee: * 
in Ceſarea; it muſt be known to many, whe- © 
ther he and his Friends receiv'd the Goſj pely 
and. became Diſciples of Fefus of N Nagin, 74 
and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as St. Luke. has related. | 

5. St. LUKE alſo teſtified, that the Diſcs. 5 


pies were filled with Foy, and with the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt ; and that in Iconium, long timet Acts 13, 
abode they (viz. Paul and Barnabas) ſpeal- er. 


mg boldly in the Name of the Lord, which 


(30) 
gave TESTIMONY unto the. Word of his 


Grace, and: ed S1GNs and WONDERS 
Adds 14.80, be done by. their Handi; and that Paul 
ver. 3. found at Epheſus certain Diſciples ; and 

that uhen he had laid his Hands upon them, 
I§5ßbe Hoh Gboſt came upon them, and they ſpale 
tere with T onguds, and propheſied t; and that at 
ver. 1—6. Meli ſa, Paul healed the Father of Publius, 
who lay ſick of a Fever, and of 4 bloody 
Fun; and that others alſo, which had 
Diſeaſes in the Iſland; came and were heal. 
LE aal. And, that by the Hands of the Apo- 


s Ries vert many SIGNS and. WonDERs 


ht among the People; inſomuch, that 
| they. brought forth the ſick into the Streets, 


and laid them on Beds and Couc hes, that at 
leaſt the Shadow of Peter paſſing bs might 
1 ſome of them. There came alſo 


A Multitude out of the Cities round about un- 


to Feruſalem, bringing ſick Folks, and them 

tba. Were vered WOE unclean. Hits; An 
Adds . hey aer HEALED |EVERY ONE &. Now 
ver. 1a, "if theſe Paſſages, cited out of St. Luke's Hi. 
15416 ſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles had not been 
true, Thouſands of People, then living Wit- 
neſſes, botli in Feruſalem and other Cities 
where the Events related, are ſaid to have 
happen d, would have been able, oalily. to, 


diſprove hem. 


And ſince palin 1 the Tinnes when cle 
Flac (related) did happen; nor any inthe 
Time when this Hiſtory became publick, 


* eyer deny thoſe Facts, it is reaſonable to 
conclude 


3 


and profeſſed a ſtrong Inclination of mani- 


{Ew}; 
conclude them true; but he Truth of be b 
is manifeſt from Prop. 10. (40 a 

II. The Fruth of the Propoſbion, r 
Corifideration} Will likewiſe appear from di- 5 
vers Paſſages in the Epiſtles. For St. Bat, m—_ 
faid to the Romans, Tong to'ſee you; that 1 | 
may impart unto yon ſome ſpiritual Gift,” 
the ena, you may be eſtabliſped *. By whick - Rom. 1. 1 | 
Words ke infor'd' the Chriſtians at Rome; a 2 h 
that he had Authority, and Power to com- 
municate ſuch '\ex7raordinary Gifts, as were 
proper to confirm them in the Faith of the 
Goſpel. Now the Apoſtle either Was able to 
do according to e he ſaid in the Text ei- 
ted, or he Was not. If he was able; and did 
accordingly confer Spiritual Gifts en es 
Converts to Chriſtianity, then the Propoſition - FREELY 
is true: But if he pretended to ſuch a Power; 


feſting it to the end; that the'Coriverts might 
be eſtabliſhed ; but never imparted ſuch Gifts : 
thoſe with whom he was concetn'd,” wopld 
unavoidably have concluded him to be a vain 
Boaſter, and a falſe Apoſtle. But there was 
no ſuch Cenſure of him. Nay, he appealed 
to the Conſciences of thoſe to Who he 
wrote, as knowing that he gave fl Proofs of 
bis Apoſtleſbi 9 8 

Lie 127 oſtle Paul eakdthy I ſpiritual 
Gifts unto the 79 as things well known 1 


— 


N 


* 
* 


(a Pom: 10. "The * 2 of Event mae N a 
Sriptures, is 4 true Hiſtory« 1 


.. 4p 3 2\) 


— ft TT mw my -D 9.,D co hum. 


1 (or among) hau, Jo that ye came behind (the 
ver.s,6 j. Other Churches), in no Gif? *. And in Chap: 
550, 7. A ; 

ter the 1 21h of this firſt Epiſtle, he ſays to 
them; Now, there are Diverſities of Gifts, 
but the ſame, Spirit, (that diſtributes them.) 
For to one is given by the Spirit, the Word of 
Wiſdom; to another the Word of Knowledge, 
to another . Faith, to anather the Gifts of 
Healing, to another the working of Mira 
cles, to another Prophecy, to anot her the diſ 
cerning of Spirits, to another divers kinds , 
Tongues, to another the Interpretation of 
Tongues: But all theſe worketh, that ont 
and ſelf. ſume Spirit, dividing; to every mai 

12 ſeverally as he will f. Ws mn 314.27 
4—n. And he tells the Corinthians that God hath 
' (not only) ſet ſome in the Church, (as) firſt 
Apoſtles, (to exerciſe the Gifts. of "_ 1 
8 | ; ec0ir- | 


. (435) . gf 
actos Prophets, i Gift oft Cor. 12. 
—— J rhbiraly, 5 cnn (to labour 182% vn 
Word and Doctrine) but alſo Miraclas, Gifts 
„% Healing; Diverſities: of Tongues." And 
adds, Are alt Apaſtles? are all Prophets. 
he are all Tearbers ; are all Workers of Mira 
cles ? have all the Gifts of Healing? do ul 
| ſpeak with Tongues ? 4 all inter N q. d. ö 
In the Church, which is the Body qe" Chrift, | 
you know that there ate ſuch Officers, or | 
n. Miniſters, and ſuch wonderful Gifts, as 1 
in ¶ have mention'd to you; but you know likes 
v. Ml viſe, that all are not Miniſters of the Go 
0: ſpel; neither hath every Chriſtian all the ere 
in ¶ tr cor dinary Gifts of the Spisit : it is not 
he {MW needful, or fit that they all ſhould have them: 
- therefore be ſatisfied with that Order, God 
to would have in his Churches, and With the 
Diſpenſations of his Spirit, and couet gar 
n.) Wacſtly the be Gifts, viz. [thoſe which may 
of be moſt | uſeful to your ſelves and others. 
ge, Bae, .* = ev — — 


ti: ta this > Epiltl to has Seen — 
c of oſtle allo gives Directions about their exer- 
0, eiling thoſe Wonderful Gifts of the Spirit, 770 
ont hich they had received; ſaying, Forafimich 

nan Nas ye are zealous of Spiritual Gifts, ſeek that 

he may excel" to the 5 of the Church. e. 

ath 2 let him that” 70 abe 
Al ALL pray that interpret. 

_ f any Mos pede in an anknoun'T ongue, let 

0 F 15 99 


FA 


634) 1 

let it be by tuo, or at the moſt by three, and 

let one interpret; but if there be no Interpre. 

ter, let him keep ſilence in the Chureh. Let 

the Praphets ſpeak two or three, and let the 

others Judge. If any thing be revealed to 

another that ſitteth by, let the firſt hold his 

peace:; for ye uo have the Giſt may all 

propheſy, one by one, that all may learn, and 

all may be romforted. And the Spirits of 

the Prophets, are ſubject to the Prophets; 

32, 33» for Cod is not the Author of Confuſion, but 

of Peace," as in all the Churches of the 

ints. In this Epiſtle he alſo reproves the 

Corinthians tor Diſorders: in their Exerciſing 

the Gifts 7 the Spirit; ſaying, How is it 

tben, Brethren? hen ye come together, 

every one of you hath.a Pſalm; hath a Doc- 

trine, hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation, 

hath: an Interpretation? (obſerve Method, 

and Regularity in your Church-Aſſemblies, 

and) let all things be done to Edifying. In 

his ſecond Epiſtlè to the Corinthians he writes 

thus: Tam become (as) a Fool in glorying, yt 

Hbave compelled me; for I ought to have been 

commended of you: for in nothing am ] be. 

hind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles, though I bt 

* Cor. nothing * : (of my ſelf; but through the Gract 

11 1. , God, I am, what I am; 1 Cor. 15. 10) 

Truly the Signs of an Apoſtle were wrought 

Vid. alſo among you (by me) in all Patience, in Signs, 
Rom-15- and Wonders, and might Deeds. 

Jo the Calatians he ſaid, This only uvoull 

I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit, 0 

rac 3 | 5 


8 


C25). 
the inis ir the Law, or by the e 7 
Faith? He therefore that minis, 
you the Ipirit, and worketh Miracles nung 
you, doth*he it by the Works: of MADE 
by the bearing of Faith ::? ĩ * Gal. 3. 
No from the Texts, Mir a A 
ted, the Truth of the Propoſition 18 105 evi. 
dent; vig. That the Coſpel of 'C bs 
the Chriftian Religion, Was con | 
the Diſtributions or Gifts of the 4105 
Ghoſt; and that this Argument is conclu- 
ſive and undeniable, is manifeſt from hat 
has bernd faid Ane (a) en premi- 
ſed. {3 RES C43, 4 LS) E147 2 DAA. Hit cigar 

Is it — Fa St. Paul. as an Apoſtle 
would write Epiſtles to Societies of Men, 
that had newly embraced the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and diſcourſe to them of ſpiritual | 
Gifts, and ſpecify the ſorts of them, and 
affirm that there was a Diſtribution of ſuch 
Gifts among them; the Holy Spirit di ui. 
aing thoſe: Gifts to every Man ſeverally as 
he will: Is it credible, I ſay, that the Apo» 
ſtle ſhould write ſuch things, if there had 
not been thoſe extraordinary Gifts among 
the Chriſtians ? . Would not they to whom 
he wrote ſuch things, if - thoſe things had 
been falſe, thereupon conclude, that he was 
a Lyar, and a 'Falſe Teacher, ande imme 
W have ww n the 75 he preached: - "a 


3 1 1 — 8 | ws n 5 


a Prop. 10. The E. Event miu. 1K 
2 L e 0% ? 


FI ER The 


3 
N 


Cas): = 
The Apoſtles and primitive 1 of 
the Goſpel inſiſted on S1ens,. Wonbrs, 
and MIRACLES, and the other Gifts: of the 
Hoy : Ghoſt, as Evidences and Proofs of 
their Divine Miſſton and of the:: Truth of 
their Doctrine; and if there had been no 
ſuch Hens, Wonders, &c. as they ſpake 
of and appealed: do, tis not to be imagin d, 
that theit Doctrine would have been recei- 
ved, if that had been the Caſe, if they af: 
ſerted Miracles and Wonders to have been 
done, which never were done, and ꝰ0õon. 
derful Gifts of the Holy Ghaſt to have 
been diſtributed among the Converts to the 
Goſpel, which never were diſtributed; and 
if tlley appealed in Confirmation of their 
Doctrine uhto marvellous Events, as well 
known unto thoſe to whom they preach- 
ed and wrote, Which never had happen d; 
if they had done thus, there could have been 
no Converts to Chꝛriſtianity; the Chriſtian 
Neligion could never have been receiv'd in 


fertions and Appeals muſt have appear d to 
all Ranks of Men; and fuck a Conduct 
maſt We have ee We: ann 
: | if a Man ſhoutd- preach. any | ew! Doc- 

— — of the City of L un- 
W252. qun, and tell them, that he had the Holy 


trine ſhould alſo receive the Holy Spirit, 
and work Miracles, an with ſuch Preten- 


the World. For the Falſhood of ſuch AC 


Ghoft,. and that they who receiv'd his Doc- 


oY . ſions 


= 
25 = 


ſious _ Promiſes ſhould 


r ST ONT, DU moMM oO 
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prevail witty . 
Number df People to embrace his Doctrinꝭ- 
which he preached in the Nam of another 


and after wards, when gone from them 


ſhould write! unto them, that he had cone 


firmed to them his Doctrine by Miracles; 5 


Sens,” and "Wonders, Aude divers ani 


ruculoas Gifts had bern communicated td 


them,  enablikg them to do: many wondet< 


ful Works; and ſuppoſing that nothing -of 


this was true, would not the Praſtſhytes of 


fuch ai Preacher, vain and falſe Boaſter, h 


knew that thert had been no ſuch Gifts a> 


mong them, preſentiy have concluded, that 
they had been deceivd, and immediately: 


have returned to their ola Religion? certain 
they would. And there could have been no 


Converts to ſuch a Preacher, after his Pre. 


tenſions manifeſtiy appear d to be falſe 


Beſides, to what end can it be ſuppos d. 


that any Preacher ſhould aſſert Facts to have 
happen d publickiy in a City, that did not! 


happen, and which the 


could be no other Conſequence of ſuch A 


ſertions, if falle, n the Confuſion of Me | 


Aſſertors. 1 Nan 
And if what is dad in the Ale and in hi 
Epiſtles concerning the Confirmation of the' 


Goſpel by Sens and Wonders, and divers 
Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt had 


been falſe, | it had been i 


ble that the 


n of Cmſt * have been recci- 


ved 


People of that City) 
mult Know, did never happen! There 


| 3 C35) 
E ved in tlie ſryeral Countries, Anti Cities, 
where it was taught. So that tie Reception 
of the Goſpel among People of all Ranks, 
| and in the ſeveral Nations, to which it was 
3 preached ; the Riſe and Eſtabliſhment, and 
Multiplication of Chriſtian Churches, and 
their Continuanct, is an unanſwerable Evi. 
dence of the Truth of what is ſaid in the 
New: Teſtament concerning Miracles, __ 
the Gifts of thetHoly Ghoſt. BiB {2,4 
III. That en n eee Was 
confirmed, in the Manner ſpecified in the 
= Propuſition, I am proving; that there was a 
3 wonderful Effuſian of the Holy Ghoſt on the 
vx © primitive Converts to Chriſtianity, and a Diſ 
Fribution of miraculous: Gifts among them; 
and that God continued | thoſe wonderful 
Siſts of the Spirit among Chriſtians, for 2 
long Succeſſion of Vears, is evident from the 
 Tx87T34MONY' of divers other credible Mit. 
5 neſſes; ſome of Which lived in, or near the 
== times of the Apoſtles, : ſome in the ſecond 
Century, and foe" about the Beginning of 
104 d Dr. the Third: Century. This Dr. Whitby has 
1 er AR wel proved by many proper Citations. 
| Preface - CLEMENSRoMANUS, with the whole 
* Church at Rome, in an Epiſtle ta the Co- 
| rinthians, not many Years: after that of 
St. Paul was written, declar d that there was 4 
* E en <a — Holy. N ad them 
all. 
Jvsrm Minus teſtifies, indie time, — e. 
about the —— of the ſecond * ), 
that 


— — — — — 
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perform many Cures. And, 


((039)) 
that among other extraordinary Gifts, there 
was the Gift of healing; and that there 
were then n — RE the 
Chriſtians. h di 

IREN AUS, about the Auer Ads of the 


ſecond Century, proves the Certainty of our 


Lord's Reſurrection, from thoſe Miracles 


which his Diſciples ſtil}; performd in his 


Name. For ſome of them; ſaith he, caſh out 
Devils, others heal thoſe that are diſeaſed; 
and even new, the Dead haue been raiſed, 
and continued with us many Tears. 

He ſaith alſo, We habe hard many Bre- 
thren, who have receiv'd the Spirit f Gu]n 
and by the Spirit 

Even to this Day, ſays ORIGEN (near 
the Beginning of the 3d Century) there re- 


in foot ſteps of that Hol Spirit among 


Chi glanz; for they caſt nen aud 
Fi ba 

ITERTULLIAN (Who writ his, oak as 
bout the latter End of the ſecond, or Begin- 
ing of the third HOC hea appeals to-the 
Enemies of Chriſtianity. „ as; knowing, the 


Truth of thoſe Facts, by which the Goſpel 


was confirm d. For to Scapula, a judge in 
Carthage, he ſays, All theſe: things may be 
if > IE; to thee from thy Office; and the 

vorates of it, who have receiu d theſe 
Advantages from Chriſtians ; for the No- 
tary of one, the Child, and Kinſman of ano- 
ther, have been freed by. us from Devils. 
And | how many Honourable Men, for we 


ſpeak 


peak all Languages. * DY 


-- 


* 


4 49)). 
E not of the Vulgar, Bae been delivered | 
n Devils, or Diſtaſes bythe Obriftians ! 
The Advocates for the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, in the two firſt Centuries, at leaſt, de- 
clar d themſelves Eye, and Ear- witneſſes of 
the wonderful Gifts: and Qperations of the 
Holy Ghoſt; which even throughout their 
days remain'd among Chriſtians, and appeal- 
ed to the Senſes of the very Infidels. Diſ 
belieus theſe things, (faith 7. ertullian to 
them) 2 Jour e and e will ſe 
L. 10 do ſo. 2; 
From what ke Poe i Was it is ani, | 
| tot only that there was à wonderful Eu- 
of the Holy Ghoſt, or Diſtribution of 
his Eiſte to the Apoſtles, and firſt Converts 
to Chr!ꝛiſtianity, but alſo a Continuance of 
divers of thoſt extraordinary Gifts among 
Chriſtians, for à long ſucceſſion of Years. 
And it likewiſe appears from the Writings 
of thoſe credible! Witneſſes cited, that the 
Exerciſe of thoſe. Gifts was publick, and e- 
vident to all ſorts of People in the Coun- 
tries, where the Goſpel was. preached, and 
received; and that the Facts done by the 
power of thoſe Gifts, were never denied; or 
diſprov'd by any Enemies in thoſe times, 
and places, Where they are ſaid to have been 
done: Nor has any Ding,” ever ſince thofe 
times, been alledged. to make a rational, ſo- 
ber Perſon, in the leaſt to queſtion the Truth 
of thoſe Facts. So that the Propoſition un- 
der Conſideration is undoubtedly „ 


DOE OB CAE AL 
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Chat "Tr Chriſtian Religion was comin” 


the Diſtrioutions, or n 2 of the _—P 
hoſt. wy C. ce F 


proving - that the Gifts, or „ Dienen of 

the Holy Ghoſt, were immediately from 
God; and conſequently are God's own 
immediate Teſtimony unto the Na 7 
the C e Nag 


; Hat the Gifts, or Diftribw 
ions of the Holy Ghoſt, were 
media e God ; and conſequently are 
od own immediate TESTIMONY ante the - 
ruth of the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Truth of this Propoſition will be 
ry apparent, if we conſider, * 
1. The Declaration, which the Apoſtle 
eter made to the Fews, : Acts 5. 30, 31, 
2. ſaying, the God of our Fathers raiſed 

D Jeſus ..... and we are his Witneſſes of 
beſe things; and ſo is alſo the HoLy Ghosr, 
hom God (himſelf, not any Creature) garn 
WEN to them that obey him; i. e. to them 
at believe and obey the Goſpel. And that 
Acts 11. 17. ſaying, Foraſmuch then 
God (himſelf) gave them (viz. to Corne- 
vs, and his belicving Friends) the like gift 
f the Holy —_ as he did unto us, d 

i (before 


3 4. . | 


() 3 
(before had) lelirbed on the Lerd Zeſ 
Chriſt, what dns I, that I ſhould withſtan 
God? From which Words it is | evident 
that the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt unto th 
Apoſtles, and firſt Converts. to the Chriſtin 
Religion, was the Gift of God, youchſafe 
as a Teſtimony, or Witneſs of the Truth d 
_ Chriſtianity „ and conſequently was God; 
don immediate Atteſtation: And ſo an ul 
anſwerable Proof of the Wanne, of our ho 
Religion. Prop. 9 
But 2dly, Let it be obſery'd, age 15 Git 
of the Holy Ghoſt could never reſult fron 
any Creature; for as he is the Spirit of Gul 
(Rom. 15. 19.) ſo tis manifeſt that he pri 
ceedeth from the Father, according to wha 
Luke 11. is written, John 15. 26. and can come fron 
ver. 13. none elſe, The due Conſideration of which 
may well ſaftisfy any honeſt, unbiaſſed Per 

ſon of the Trath of the Propoſition. 
O05. If it be ſaid, That through laying 
of the Apoſtles hands, the uy Ghoſt Wal 

given ; Acts 8. 18. & 19. 6. 

Anſ. 1 anſwer, 1. Thoſe Texts only ſhe 
that the Impoſition of the Apoſtles han 


* 


_ was a Rite ſometimes us d, when God wi 


pleas'd to give the Holy Spirit, unto bc 
lievers ; but do not prove that the Gift of ti 
Holy Ghoſt, is not immediately from Got 


The Words rather. manifeſt the contrary, aul 
confirm the Truth of the Propoſition, ail 


may well be paraphras'd thus: That throw! 


an Nw” on * the Apoſtles hands, zh 


Ha 


. (43) | 
Joly Ghoſt was given by God the fountain 
Bleſſing. The Holy Ghoſt being given, 
ro the laying on of the Apoſtles hands, 
the Sign, or Token of this wonderful 
enediction, is a demonſtration, that the 
poſtles were not the Donors, but Inſtru- 
ente, God made uſe of in conferring this 
xtraordinary Gift. Therefore it remains 
ue, that the giving of the Holy Ghoſt 
as God's own immediate Act, and conſe- 
uently his own immediate Teſtimony un- 
d the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; 
hich hereupon ought to be acknowledg- 
d true according to Prop. 9. (a) and 5. 


0). ; * 


9 
* 


K * 
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(a) Prop. 9. The immediate, wonderful Operations or Ad 
God (without the Agency of any ſubordinate Beings) in 
vour of, and to gain Credit to any Perſons, and the Doctrine 
ey taught, is undoubtedly God's own immediate Teſtimony ta 
e Truth of their Doctrine. eres BM een 
(b) Prop. 5. MWhatſoever Gad bears witneſs to, as true, it 
"Ws true; and we are bound on his Teſtimony to believe 
EF * "hy "$4 | Wa 4 
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and in reſpe& of John the Baprift, and al 
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CHAP. VI. 


Proving that the Chriſtian R Mien hat 
been confirmed by the Gift of Prophecy 


concerning Events long 8 ad con 
Tingent. 


Prop. 3. Hat, the CunlsrIA REL161 


ON has been conſirm d by thi 
Gift of PROPHECY concerning Events lo 
future and contingent. 

PROPHECY, indeed, is one of the extract 
dinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; but as it 
was a" Sign, or Token of Gop's TESTIMONY, 
demonſtrating the divine Approbation, of 
thoſe Perſons, and their Doctrine, to whom 
it was vouchſafed, and was ſuch unto th, 
Jews thro' the Times of the Old Teſtament, 


of CHRIST, even before the Diſtributions o 
the Holy Ghoſt, promiſed by Chriſt, and 
given to his Apoſtles, and Diſciples, as rt 
lated, Acts 2. ſo I chuſe to conſider i 
diſtinctiy, and to urge it, as in it ſelf at 
unanſwerable PRoor of the T ruth of tit 
Chriſtian Religion. | 

What I am now to evince, is, that the 
Chriſtian Religion, has been confirmed by 
the Gift of Prophecy: as aſſerted in thi 


Trap ſtion. Ang it will be ſufficient fo! 
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this Purpoſe, to ſpecify * 0 of the many 
$ remarkable PROPHECIES, which have been 
iven, and accompliſhed. | A 
1 ſhall only mention fans few out of the 
Old Teſtament, concerning the M ESSTAM, | 
hat the Saviour of the World, and Events rela- 
v0 ting unto him; and then ſome of the Pro- 


0 phecies we find recorded in the New Tefta- 
ment. 


Firſt, I ſhall rake notice of ſome of 05 
PROPHECIES upon Record in the Old Tefta- 
ment, concerning the * ah and Events 
relating to him. 

I. I ſhall fet down ſome Prophecies of a 
Spiritual Redeemer, to fave Men from their 
Sins. In Iſa. 42. 1- God by his Pro- 
phet ſaith, ver. 1. Behold my Servant, whom 
1 uphold, * mine Ele, in whom my Soul zlatt. 1a. 
delighteth, I have put my Spirit upon him, ver. 18. 
he ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gen. 


ti les. 


. He ſhall bring forth Fudgment un. 
to Trutb. apy: 
Ver. 4. He ſpall not ome nor be difcou- 
raged till he have ſet Fudgment in the 
Earth, and the Iſles ſpall wait for his 
Law. 
Ver. 6. I the Lord have called thee in 
righteouſneſs —— and will keep thee, and 
give thee for. a COvENAanT or THE PEOPLE, 


for a Light of the Gentiles, To open the 
* Eyes, &, b 


Now 


* # # 
: 1 
+ 


4A 46). 
** in order to underſland this Prophecy, 


tis requiſite, that we rightly apprehend the 
meaning of ſome Expreſſions in it, which 
at firſt view any; letra a little difficult : Par- 
ticularly, . MA IR 

1, What is he [pact of that ExpreC: | 
ſien; he ſhall bring forth Judgment ro ne 
Gentiles ? 

Now if we conkider that the MI E RC V 


and Kindneſs of God is the Theme of this 


Prophecy, and not his Severity in puniſhing 
Tranſgreſſors, and that the word Judgment 
18 ſometimes uſed to ſignify the Laws of 

; (as in Dent. 4. ver. 5, 14. Deut. 30. 
16. and elſewhere;) and that this ſhewing 
Judgment to the Gentiles, by the Perſon 
ſpoken of, is the Fruit or Effect of his hav- 


ing the Hpirit of: God put upon him: if we 
cConſider theſe things, we ſhall be led to un- 
derſtand, that the Promulgation or Ex- 


Hibition of ſome righteous Laws to the 
Gentiles, or Heathen Nations, is the true 
Meaning and Import of the Expreſſion ; 
which Senſe of it ſeems to be confirmed by 
the 4th ver. in which God ſays (concerning 
the Perſon of whom this Prophecy is n 
the Iſles ſhall wait for his Law. _ 
2dly, What is ſignified by the Expreſſions, 


fo will give thee for a Covenant of the 


People, for a Light of the Ste, ver. 6. 
To open the blind Eyes, ver. 7. By People 
0 125 Verſe, we have a 10 underſtand 

Fs becauſe it is a > diſtinguiſh'd 
from 


e 4 | \ 
from the n mention d in the latter 
Clauſe: Therefore the Import of this Ex- 
preſſion, I will give thee for a Covenant 


of the People, is the ſame, as if it had been 


faid, I will give thee for eſtabliſhing and ra- 
tifying my Covenant with my People the 
Fews, thoſe of them, that prove faithful to 


their Engagements; I appoint thee to be a 


Mediator of that Covenant I have contriv d 


and ordain d for the Good of my People. 


The words Liehr and ExkEs in this Text, 
doubtleſs are uſed metaphorically; and by 


EvEs. are not denoted. the bodily Organs for 


Seeing, but the Faculties of the Mind; and 
if the Expreſſions are not to be taken in their 
natural grammatical Senſe, but muſt be un- 
derſtood figuratively, we muſt then interpret 
them as denoting, that the PERSON to whom, 
God ſpoke the Words, under our Conſide- 
ration, ſbould communicate that Knowledge. 


to the Gentiles, which, (as Light to the Bo- 


dy) ſhould: illuminate theie! Minds, and. dis 


n 


lanka Which was to their Souls, „ 25 


Blindneſs to their bodily Eyes. 
Having thus ſtated the Senſe of the Expreſ- 
Gee which, at firſt view, might ſeem. a lit- 
tle difficult; my Reader may obſerve from 
the Paſſages cited out of the Prophecy, that 
the Perſon propheſied of, was one, to whoſe 


Office it belonged, 1. To. publiſh, or give 


a gracious Law to the Gentiles. 2. To be 
the Mediator or Eſtabliſher of God' $ Cove-. 


[ 0 8 an 


# 48 ,) 
nant with che People of T/raeb that ſhould 
cleave to him. 3. To communicate that 
Knowledge to the Gentiles, which ſhould 
remove their Ignorance, and direct noms in 
the right way to Happineſs. | ig li 
And that the Law, the Covenant, Sho 
25 ght, (or Knowledge, Doctrine, or Inſtruc- 
io ſignified by Light) are things of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature; and conducive to eternal ad- 
Vation, is manifeſt from that parallel Text, 
Ia. 49. 6, 8, 9. It is a light thing, that 
Hon ſhonldeſt- be my Servant to raiſe up the 
Tribes of Fatob, and to reſtore the preſerved 
T/rael: T will alſo give Thee for a Light 
F the Gentiles, (to this end, viz.) that 
thou mayeſt be my SALVATION unto: the end 
' the Earth, i.e. the Procurer and Author 
f that eternal Salvation, which I deſign for 
all Nations, and all ſorts of Men, even thoſe 
that dwell in the utmoſt parts of the Earth. 
Thus faith the Lord, (to the ſame Perſon) 
in an acceptable time haue ] heard thee, 
and in a Day of Salvation (whict thou art 
ro obtain for Sinners) have ] helped thee : 
and I will preſerve thee (on Earth till thy 
Work is finiſhed) and give thee for a Cove- 
nant of the People to eſtabliſh the Earth; 
i. e. by making Peace between God and Men, 
and between Fews and Gentiles, eſtabliſhing 
Truth, and Kighreouſneſs, and Holineſs a- 
mong the Inhabitants of the Earth. Now 
from what has been noted, it appears, 1. That 
the Paſlages, under 3 are not 
n 
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( 49 ) TT 
ſpoken either of T/#iahy or of c As forme” 
imagine; becauſe neither of them was à Di 
penſer of 'a gracious Law to the "Gentiles, 
nor a Mediator, or Eftabliſh' er of the Cove 
nunt between God and his People nor a 
Light to the Gentiles, to diſpel their 
Ignorance, and Errors, and give them the 
Knowledge of the Truth, aid their Duty; 
nor a Procurer of the Salvation God de- 
ſign'd for all Nations to the end of the Earth; 
neither are the Expreſſions true of any othd 
except Feſus of Nazareth,*concerning whon 4 
_ _ are interpreted. Vid. "Mat. 12. 
Hs 13. 47. Ads 26. 18. N 
2. It appears, that .the Pallages under Con” 
ſideration contain Promiſes, and Prophecies 
of a Spiritual Redeemer ; "becauſe the Law 
that Was to be publiſh'd to the Gentiler, Was 
to be a Law of Grace, ſuch as the Ie 
would wait for, and gladly receive, becauſe 
the Covenant of God with his People is a 
ſpiritual Covenant; and becauſe the Know- 
ledge imported by a Light to the Gentiles, 
is ſpiritual Knowledge, and the Salvation God 
intended for the bene RE Was a 95 
ritual Salvation | 
In Dan. 9. 21—27. we ORs a Prophecy * 
of a SPIRITUAL REDEEMER, whoſe Office 
is to ſave Men from their Sins. As is evi- 
dent to any impartial Reader, and obvious 


en * holy: * to finiſh Trauer par 


from the following Paſſages 3 viz. - Seventy © 
Weeks are determin d upon thy People, and 


(39) 
Lud en male an „end & Shve; and to make 

_ Reconciliation fur Iniquity, and to bring in 

eperlaſting | Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up 
the Kiſh 5 and Prophecy, and to andint Bs 
moſt Hol 72 Knew therefore and under. 
ſtand, that from the going forth of the 
 Gommandment, tp reſtore, and te build Fe: 
ruſalem unto 'the MESsIAH THE PRINCE, 
ſball be. ſeven Weeks ; and tbreeſcure and 
rums Weeks the Street ſhall be built again, 
and the * even in troublous times; and 
Aer threcſcore and two Weeks: ſball Meſ- 
fab le cut off, G. e. put to death) but not 
for himſelf; (i. e. not for any Guilt of bis 
con, for. he had: Laue, hut was Holy, and 

7 undefiled,)- 75 3 1c 77 
All that I hall; at e obſerve on theſe 
Pallages,. is, that in them wWe have a plain 
Prophecy of a Hypiritual Redeemer ; that it 
was manifeſtly foretold, that the Meſſiab was 
to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and to male an end 
af int, and to male 2 for Ini. 
quit y, and to bring in everlaſting Reghteou/- 
300, (for the Juſtification of the Uagod) 
and that He would be cut off, (be put 


death) but not Gd ſerfs yn . the be Si 

In Wo. 33. 13. it is ſaid: concern- 

108 {ome One, He is deſpiſed and rejected 

of Men, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 

S 

+: Cor. Griefs, and carried our Sorrows. ..... x" But 

15. 3. . Was wounded. . our * he 
| Was 


L 


GH) 
af bruiſed for our Iniquities; the Chalfiff 
ment ed Pearce — Him, bath 


bis 1 Striper we' are healed. All u 58 [| Pet. a. 
have: gone aſtray: a baue turned tuen 
ons to his own, Way, and the Lord hath Lacy laid 
45 all: He war oppreſſed, and be\was. 
foted;yor hd opened not hit Months Aoche - TOY 
laughter, and © 
as 4 22 before her Shearers is dumb, fo 48 4. L 
_ uot his: Mouth... Ry . He — 
of the Land of the living 3-for 6 at 
— on of mn People wat he 
ftricken;"and" he made bis Graue with the 
ad: mfürble Condition f Sickul Mass 
factors) and with vb Nich in bis death; be. 
neither” was ' any: Deceit in hit Mouth; ver 
it pleaſed" the Lord to bruiſè him, hs (the 
0 Lord) ſbalt make his Soul an O. 
(or a Sacrifice propitiatory) fur Sin, he (i 
ing for Sin) ſball fee his Seed, (i. e. ſer 
numerous Iſſue - "Sinners, renewed ,_ 
his Death)- He ſbali pn er. Hae Days, (live,  - 
and reign: for ever)-and's ro of the 
(the happy-Fruits) of the trauel 97 is Soul, 
i. e. of his glorious, and laborious Perfor- 


or all We, the Children of Men) like» * 

on him the. (Puniſhment: of the Twiquity-0 

brought "as rl to the &. 

_ opener 

ranſs reli 

Wicked, (voluntarily ſubmitting to the deach, 

cauſe (or although) he bad done no Halme, 

Lord) bath pur him to\Greef': ' when th 

the Perſon! whoſe. Soul was made an Offers 

juſtified, rcconciled to God, and ſaved by 

Lord ſball proſper in his hand. foe 
H 2 mances, 


Mark. and heiwas & numbred with. the Tranſgreſ. 


15. ver. 
28. 


Luke 22. made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors.. 
Fe * *22::Theſe Words clearly prove, that a Hiri 


Man of Sorrow, and be deſpiſed, and re. 


WILL 


_ ſhow; that this Redeemer Was to paſs thro 


filled in him; ſo they ought, 
to be interpreted of no other,; but be 25 


(623) 
mances, and grievous Sufferings) And be fa. 
tisficd: be abundantly pleaſed, in that there. 
by God is glorified, and miſerable Sinnetz 
recover d, and ſaved): H his Knowledge ſhall 
ny. righteous Servant: Fe many (I ranſ⸗- 
Srelſors ) for he ſball bear (the Guilt: and 
Puniſhmeht of) thein Iniquities. Therefore 
will LAiuide him à Bortion with the great; 


ſors, und he bare the Sin of. man, and 


tal. Redeemer, one to ſave, and deliver 
Men from their Sins, and the Puniſhment 
due t0.their:-Tran(grefſions, Was promiſed,and 
forefold'in the Old Teſtament 5 and likewiſc 


a very mean, and afflicted Condition, in the 
diſcharge of his Office; that he Would be a 


jected of Men; that he was to be wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions, to ſuffer Death fot 
ra that his Soul was to be made 4 
in: Offering, that he Was to be nui 

the Tranſgteſſors, and to make Incerceſion 
for the Tranſgreſſors, G o:. {nie - 

nd let me obſerve, that as the 8 
Particulars of this Prophecy are applicable to 
none but Chriſt, and were all exactly ful 
for this reaſon 


* 


to Wn as Wo. find _— are ein n RM Teſta 
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nent, as is evident from the T erts cited in the 
Wie 10 4 0 148 005 | 

I mig add iZech. 13.1 Where the. 
pher _—_ __ day. (viz when the Mrs; = 7 
SIAH: ſhalt» come into the World, when the : 
Lamb of God ſhall be ſacrificed, wounded, | 
bleed, and die for Tranſgreſſors) there ſhall be = 
a Fountain (of Grace) opened. to the Houſe 
of David, and to the Inhabitants of Feru- 
ſalem, for i (purging away of) Sin, and Jar 
Uncleauneſs.; What I. deſire may be. Ob 
ſerv d, is, that this Prophecy imports. 2 fp. 
ritual Salvation: from Sin, and conſequently 
a- ſpiricual Dellwerer, that, ſhould accom: 
pI? Is vt bac obhiiome>xixs dim. a00 

It is very 9 From: the. Padages of {a 
cred. Scripturc. Which have been cited, that 
4 ſpiritual Reædeemer to ſave Men from 
Sin, was promis d and; For etal: in the 9 8 
Teſtament. norms 8 bas 346385) 3 

Now concerning this, SAV1O un "day 
hi were predicted, and Among them the 
glowing P articulars. 10-600} 45 1... 

1. That he ſhould: be pf Ke, Sue op A. 
BRAHAM. 1. age "1798 

In Gen. 12. 3. the. Lord: iid 1500 Pr 
And; in thee (i. e. inthy Seed, Gen.22:18.)ſball Acts 3. { 
all Families of the Earth be bleſſed. Gene 26. Gal 216. £4 
4. God, ſaith again to Abraham, In (or by) thy Geo. 18. 
Seed ſball all the Nations of the Earth be cu 
bleſſed; i. e. E of the Sced of Abraham, mays 
or one that ſhould deſcend; from the Loins 
of a ſhould be a * my the 

ations 


Wy 
4 A 
py 1 


4 


(434) 
Wiatlöns of the 3888 Nations of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, or enjoy happy 
| Adhadtages by one that ſhould be of the Seed 


vf Aaraban Who this Perſon is, we do 


3 e yeſſe . and a — 
Veen; o of His Roots,” (or out of his 
__ "the Wei by n 

4: the Branches 


Hot And-ſpecified in the Places cited; and 
indeed thore was ho occaſton to give the 
Narhe, or a more particular Deſcription of 
him. For hem a Perſon ſhoald come into 
the World, that ſhould prove himſelf a com- 
mon Benefactor ro all ſorts df Men and 
Nationis,! and evidently appear a great and u- 
nerſal Bleſſing to the Children of. Men, 
Ac aH the Nations of the Earth, tô the Gen: 
tiles as well as to tlie Jews; any one and every 
one might ſafely conclude, and ſay, his it 
Hz i» But; nohe before CTT could with 
any Colour re pretend to be 7his 
Seed of Abrabum ( of in the Texts ci- 
ted! I The: Hoy ſeſus — fully anſwers 
the Character, and has demonſtrated himſelf 
to bean univerſal ee to an de and 
miſcrable World. d 

2. It was — of Hum in ſhould be 
of the FAME ef Dav1Þ;--Forthe: Prophet 
faith, Iſa. 11. 1. There ſhall (hereafter' or in 
future time) comb forth 4 Rod (or Branch, 
as tis explain d in the next Clauſt) ont of the 
"grow 
anches, as 

Meronymy is uſed to denote; 
being as n . thoſe Twigs, 


or younger Branches that ſprout out of them.) 
ver. 2 And „ Lord ſball ro 
21101365 #Wpon | 


" 
him, -the Spirit" of Wſdons and Lia der- 


py ing, the Spirit of Counfel: and Might, 
ed the. rf of: THC ledge and of the Fear 
do ard; i. 6,\ he ſhall be excellently q 

nd 8 for that Important Office and Dominion, 
he for which he was deſigned. ver. 4. He ſhall 
of ite (che Men of) the Earth with the Rod 
ro I (4.0 Word) f his Mouth, (which is ſharp< 
m. er than ere ed Sword, Heb. 2. 12. 
nd il pictcing the Soul, whereby he ſhall ſubdus 
U. GN to himſelf) and with the Breath 
en, Wl of bis Lips ſball be flay the Wicked," (who. 
en- Ml vill not be converted from the Error of 
ery Ml their ways, condemning them to everlaſting 
"it IM Death.) Theſe Paſſages — that the Dona. 


nion and Power ſpoken of in this Prapbecy 
are ſptritual, and that the Inſtruments or 
Means ” eee ue not wm: — 


3% . God ſhall Falk his — 
If poſes towards the Children Gf Men) bers 
de fl ball be (Branch v. 1. out of the) rr ef 
het Jeſe, which ſball ſtand for an Baſgn of th 
in Wl People, ta it ſhall the * Gentiles: ſoek (for u Rom. 15. 
ch, Salvation) and (this Church the Place 3 
the bis Reft ſhall be adorions, io nn ahog 

0W In this — it is platby forctokd: of 
; + me Perſon: that was to have a Spiritual Dos 
te; mon over Men, and to whom the Gen. 
ies, tles would ſeck, that he fhould come out 
m.) ¶ of ſome Branch of the Family of David; 
reſt GENRE Perſon is the promiſed: Meſſiah, 

pon | and 


(x 56 0 
as no other, is evident from the D Deſerip. 


tion of the Nature of his:Government, and 

divers other Characters in “the Prophecy, 
which agree to none elſe. Hegeliab can- 

nat be the Perſon intended, as ſome perhaps 


imagine, becauſe the Prophecy is concerning 


one, that in future time ſhould come forth 


out of the Stem of Feſſe, whereas Hegebiah 
was born before. Jer. 23. 5. Behold the 
Days (ſhall) come, (faith, the. Lord, that 
T1 will raiſe: unto David 6 righteous Branch, 
and a King ſhall-reign and proſper, and ſball | 
execute Fuſtice and ſudg ment in the A 
Ver. 6. In his Days (the People of) 

dab that will believe in him): ſhall be Abel 
(from their Sins) and Ifcrael ſpall del! 
fafely; and this is his Name, . whereby he 


ſball be called, The Lord (Hebt. Jehovah) 


Our. Righteouſneſs; (as he came to bring in 


eyerlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
whom the Saints have Ri 


Dan. 9. 24. in 


Tſraet ſhall be juſtified and ſhall glory: Ila. 45. 


24, 25.) This is manifeſtly a Prophecy of 2 
Certain King, whoſe Title and Character is 
IO VAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNEss;. by whom 

God's People ſhould be ſaved. Now ſince 


it is the Office of the MEssIAH to fave Ju- 
dah, and ſince no Prophet or temporal Prince 
can ſuſtain the Character of being Fehovah 
our Righteouſneſs, it is manifeſt, that Meſ- 
lab the Prince is the Perſon ſpoken of; and 


5 Plain it is, that this King ſhauld come of 
m 


ghtcouſneſs and 
Strength, in whom all the (ſpiritual) Seed of 


SET... 

the Family of David, and that parallel 

Place, Fer. 33. 14, 1. renders it ſtill more 

evident: Behold the days ſhall come, ſuith the 

Lord, that I will perform that good thing 

which I have promiſed unto the Houſe of Iſrael, 

and to the Houſe of Fudah. In thoſe Days, 

and at that time, (that I will perform the good 

things promiſed) will I cauſe the Branch of 

Righteoufnefs to grow up unto David, and 

he ſhall execute Fudgment and Righteouſneſs. 

in the Land; in thoſe days ſhall Fudah be 

ſaved, and Feruſalem ſball dwell ſafely. 
3. It was predicted, that he ſhould be BORN . 

in BETHLEHEM. For in Mzcah 5. 2. God 

by. his Prophet ſaith, Bur thou * Bethlehem, 

Ephratah, though thou be little among the ,. 

thouſands of Fudah, yet out of thee ſhall he Jobs 7-42. 

come forth unto me that is tobe Ruler inIſrael, © 

whoſe goings forth have been from old, 

from everlaſting, (or from the days of E- 

ternity.) From this Place it appears, 1. That 

this Ruler in Iſrael had an Egreſs or going 

forth (and conſequently an Exiſtence) from 

everlaſting : and ſince this is not true of any 

of the Princes of this World, nor of any of 

the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, it muſt be 

underſtood as ſpoken of Meſſiah the Prince 

and ſince he is the Ruler here meant, it 

follows, that the Prophet in this Text fore- 

told, that he was to be barn, and come 

forth out of Bethlehem Ephratah. 


Matt. 2. 


4. It was predicted of him, that he ſhould 


771 


O30) 

In Deut. 18. 15. Moſes faith, The Lord 
thy God will (hereafter, in due time) raiſe 
up unto thee," (O Iſtael) 4 Prophet From the 
midſt of thee; of thy Brethren, le unt 
* afts z. we, * unto him 6 ſhall hearten. 
ver. 22. Here I would - obſeryc, that proficins a 
* Succeſſion of Prophets to be imported in 

this Prediction, and Promiſe yet the plain, 
and obvious Senſe of the Text, is, that God 
had determin d in ſome future time to raiſe 
up ſome particular Perſon, a Jtu by Birth, 


like unto Moſes; conſequently” one, that 
ſhould be a Mediator between God, and his 
People, one that ſhould have intimate ac- 
8 eee with God , and one that ſhould, 
ver. 10. in an eminent manner, reveal the Wil 
Deut. of God jj, and confirm his Doctrine by many 
18. 18. glorious Miracles, and be Ruler, and Prince 
over the Children of Iſtael: for ſuch a Pro. 
phet was Moſes." But as none of the Pro 
pubets of the Old Teſtament fulfilled this 
Character, ſo this Prophecy ought * not to be 


here obſerve, that there Was no occaſion for 
Moſes to name, or more particularly to de- 
ſcribe the Perſon God intended, becauſe the 


had promiſed to his People, is ſo lofty, and 


fulfilled, in any One, People might then con- 
clude, and ſay, as the Fews did, John 6. 
14 This is of 4 TOO THAT Phovarr, 

| : that 


from the midſt of the eus, one them, 


interpreted of any of them. And let me 


Character given of this Prophet, whom God 


ſublime, that when it ſhould be evidently 


TW ww — — ww 


( (JF )._ © 

that ſhould come into the Warld,. according 
to the Prediction of | Moſes. And as the 
bleſſed Jeſus did thereby, i. e. by fulfilling the 
Character, manifeſt, that the Prophecy was 
ſpoken of him, ſo we muſt aurian that 
he is this great Prophet. | 

5. It was alſo foretold, [that he ſhould be 3 

a PRIESr. In Pſalm 110. 19. David - 
— thus: The Lord ſaid unto my 
Lord (viz. Meſſiah, the Prince) fit thow at 
my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
thy foot ſtaol x. Ver. 2. Rule thou in the midſt *Mat. a. 
of thine" enemies. Ver. 4. The Lord hash Mart, 


. ſworn, and, therefore, will not repent, Thou ver. 36. 


art a Prieſt + for ever after the order (or — 8 
manner): of - {elcbizedek, who was both 3 


Prieſt, and King. That this Pſalm is a Pro- As 2.34. 
phecy of the Meſſiah, will appear, if we con- prot T 


ſider, that David in it ſpeaketh not of his ver. 6. 

own Perſon ; but very plainly of ſome other, Heb: 7- 

eren of one who was Lord over him. The 1% 

Lord ſaid to (one that is) my Lord; and if 

we conſider, that none but God the Crea- 

tor, and Meſſi ah the Prince; had Lordſhip, 

and Dominion over David, we ſhall — 

ceive a Neceſſity of applying this oe; yore} 

to the Meſſiab, (who according to 

was to make reconciliation for [ono 

Dan. 9. 24.) as we find it applied in the 

New Teſtament. Vid. the Places cited in the 

Margin. In Zech. 6. 12, 13. the Prophet 

fays, Z. hus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſay- 

ing, Behold the Man, whoſe Name is the 
1 | naten, 
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ver. I. 


' BRANCH, and he ba ray 
place, and he ſhall buil oy - rs of” the 


he ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, and 
He ſball bear the glory, and ſhall fit, and 


U Heb. 8. 0 
6. It was alſo Feed that he ſhould be 


lowing, vzs. Iſa. 9. 6. where the Prophet 


Horn, (the preſent Tenſe is here put for the 
future, as is common in prophetic Language, 


name ſhall be called WoNnDERFUL, Coun: 
SELLER, the Michry Gop, | the EVERL as: 
ING FATHER, the PRINCE OF PEACE. 


| becauſe they ſpeak of Events future; o 


ing Meſſiah the Prince, is evident becauſe 


1 | 
wp out of his 


Lord: the GE of the living God. Even 
rule upon his Throne, and he jun be a Prieſ 
upon his Throne ll. 


a KING. 


This doth a appear from W Fw ihe Texts 


abend mention d; as likewiſe from the fol. 


ſays, For unto us (Jews) 4 Child is (to be) 


to denote the Certainty of the Event) unt. 
us a Son is (to be) given, and the GOVERN- 
MENT ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : and his 


That theſe Words are a Prophecy, is plain, 


things, which were afterwards to come to 
paſs 3 and that they are a Prophecy concern. 


the Characters ſpecified, agree neither to any 
.of the Kings, nor Prophets of the Fews, 
nor to any other. All that I need to add 
here, is, that they foretel regal Authority, 


and Government, as ping to the 
promis d W 


In 


SD 


>» Ww 
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In Pal. 2. 6, 8. the Pſalmiſt declares 


theſe Words of God, vig. Jet have J ſet 


my KING (the Meſſiah) upon my holy Hill 
of Zion... Ask of me, and I ſhall give 
thee the HEATHEN (i. e. the Gentiles; as 
well. as the Fews, thoſe Children of Zion) 

thine inheritance, and the urrermoſt parts 
of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. WA 
Here I beg leave to obſerve, 1. That, from 4 fp 
the Paſſages cited, it appears, that God had 
decreed to make ſome oNE Perſon King 


over Zion, (i. e. over the Fews) and alſo 


over the Heathen, even over all Nations, 
to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth. 2. That 


this Decree was not fulfilled in David. 


Ne a he was not the Perſon in- 


tended. Therefore, 3. they muſt be in- 
terpreted of the Meſſiah, as "ab Pfſalm is 


expounded of him in the New Teſtament, 
particularly in Acts 421. Aets 13. 33. 
Heb. 1. 4, 5. 

7. It was forctold that he ſhould SURFER 


AND DIE FOR THE SINS OF MEN. 


For in Prophecy it was ſaid of the pro- 
mis d Saviour, he was a Man of Sorrows, 
that be was wounded for our AF reſſions, 
was bruiſed for our 11 niquities Thos ſhalt 


make his ſoul an offering for Sin *. He Path Ifa, 53. 
pour d out his Soul unto” Death. And in 


the Prophecy of Daniel it's ſaid, After three- 


ſcore and to Weeks ſhall MxssiAn be cut f pan. g 
of, our 9 ee 


11 62) 

8. In the like manner it „ aki predicted, 
that he gk ee RISE AGAIN FROM THE 
Dxay: TR . 

For in Pſalm 16. 10. . in | the 
name of the Meſltah, ſaith; to God, Thou 
wilt not leave in Saul in Hell, (in the 
Grave, or State of the Dead) neither wilt 
thou ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee: Corrupti 
Ads a. ON * ; z. or © Rorenncls, and Fe << As Is 


[Here I 1 e -thar ah Word 
SnzoL, tranſlated Hell is very frequently 
uſed to ſignify tl e ſenſe given in my Para. 
pbraſe, and cannot in the Text cited, be un- 7 
derſtood to denote the State of damned 4 
Spirits. 2. That tho the Word Shocyary, 
rendered Corruption, doth ſometimes ſigni. 
fy the Pit, or Place of Corruption, yet it 
cannot be interpreted to this ſenſe here; 
becauſe according to this interpretation the 
Words are not true either of David, or of 
Chriſt, for both of them did ſee the Pit, 
or were laid in the Grave, the place of Cor- 
ruption. Therefore, 3. the Word Sho- 
chath muſt be underſtood, as denoting Not- 

 Fonneſs, or Putrefaction. But then in this 
ſenſe the. Clauſe: is not true of David, be- 
cauſe he ſaw Corruption, his Body putrefy- 
ing in the Grave; conſequently it was not 
meant of him, but of ſome other, whoſc 
continuance in the Grave, ſhould be ſa little 
a While, as not to admit of the Body's Cor- 


rup- 


r 
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ruption: which was e caſe of our Saviours 

Body, of whom therefore we ought to in- 

terpret them, as the Apoſtle Peter doth in 

Acte 2. 3, 31. and as the To reap Paul an 

in Acts 13. Jy." Ae % 1 
The Ref LEASE ol Chriſt out Alea 

is plainly” implied in that dennen Pro- 


phecy of Him, Tſa. 53. ort 12: I 
9. It was ee that he ſhould ters 
up on hig 5. dil bin 10 


For in P/alm 68. 18. Dave cat = 
ſome one; Thon Haſt a ſcena 
thou haft ted NV Mer Captive, ty ha Fe 4 
recerved Gift for Men, yea," for the rebel. pegs 
lious alſo,” he Ten G W amel * 1 04 
* them. 1 * 

We are not, deed) egen told in chis 
Text, Who the Perſon is that ould aſcend 
on high, and lead Captivity captive, but 
from more obvious Predictions concerning 
the Meſſiah, deſcribing his Office, "vis: to 
deliver Men from the Bondage of their Sins, 
and from all the Enemies of their Souls, and 
which ſpeak" of his Suffermes,” Death, &e. 

Men might well infer, that the Words, un- 

der conſideration, were meant of him. But ; 

when an Event 3 exactly anſwering 

the Words of the Pſalmiſt, when 8180 ſus 7 

3 was parted from his Difciples; * Nark | 
and before their Eyes Was taken, and 641% ver. 

ried up into Heaven * 4 Cloud receiving I ike 24. 

him out of Their. Sight 4, "it ſurely might be ver. 2 le. 

concluded, that thoſe Words of David a 


ver. 9, 10, 


relate 11. 9 


x 64 ) 
relate to this E vent, as St. Paul doth in- 
terpret them, in Eph. 4. 838. 

II. It was foretold, that the Zews (i. e. 
the Generality of them) would disbelieve 


2 e the MessTan, when be -ſbould . 


- Indeed all the Prophecies which ſpeak 
of rt the. MessIan's Sufferings, and Sorrows, 
are ſo many Intimarions, that the Few:ſh 
Nation would not receive and own him, as 
their Saviour, and the Redeemer of the; 
World. Gir 1 5 ? 

He is prophetically calted the Sone; which 
the Jewiſh Renee (Rides, and Prieſts) re- 


{Matt.21. fuſed t, Pſal 11 'In Ta. 49. 7. the 
— 4 11. Prophet relating he. Purpoſe,? and Promiſe 


x Pet. 2. of God to the Meſſiah, calls the Meſſiah 

57 him whom the ( ewiſh) Nation abhorreth. 
; In chap. 5 3. 3. 1ſatah faith, in the Name of 
the Jeus, He is deſpiſed, and rejected of 
Men . . We (Jews) hid, as it were, aur 
Faces from him, be ue defpiſtd, and Ve 

eftcemed him not. 

III. It was foretold, chat "his hed re- 

fractory Jews. ſhould be enn of God, 

' _ and, dreadfully puniſhed. | 


The Prophet Feremiah, ſpeaking of the 1 
ſtubborn * ews, ſaith, Reprobate Silver ſhall 


Men call them, becauſe the Lord hath re- 
Vid. Jer · 3. jected them, Jer. 6. 19, 30. This ſame Pro- 


2. A phet ſpeaks of the ſame Event, in Fer. 7. 


&c. - 29. Where he ſays, Cut off. thine I air, O 


1. e To Fa it 1 "ue Pyro my 4 
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( 63 ) | 
amen on high. Plages.; far the Lora 
ath rejetted, and forſaken. the en 
f bis l. i ib 2 
IV. It Was 55 predicted; i 
TILES bold be lie ve. aud b ed. 
le of G God, d 2 11 0 1 Hin 
For lle Gith FUE TY 5 
gelſe, which ſhall ſtand for. a; 
the People; to it ſhall the Cee 5 
Ita. 11. o Iſa. 497 8 ＋ "will g1 2) 22 
or 4, Ligbt 0 35 the Gent ilec, th 5 
rene eee eee TY e $I er. 47 
 Many-enher n there « arc upon Le- 
cord in che 0/4 Teſtament, very remarkable, 
and important; but theſe, "which have been 
| mention d may be ſufficient for the preſent 
ce occaſion: and that they have, all of them, 
been fully accompliſhed, is evident from the 
, WHiforizs of Chriſt, wrote by the Evange- 
%, and the Hiſtory o the Apoſtles, Kind 
by St. Luke. 
But give me leave to obſerye, "has a the 
' WH CharaQters, which manifeſtly. en to Je. 
ſus of Nazareth, were the very C Charadters 
e by which the promiſed Meſſiah was ehe 4 
and diſtinguiſb'd from all others, in 15 Pro- 
„ phecies of the O Teſtament 3- and. a the 
„Events which happen d to Jeſus, were: the 
„ Events: which the Prophets foretold ſhould 
). lappen to the Meſſiah, fo. this wonderful 
4 Correſpondence of the Events to the Pre- 
1 fake is a Demonſtration, that our bleſ- 
K e 


1 66 | 
fed Jeſts is the Meſſiah, and Saviour pro 
miſed to this miſerable World. 

Here I deſire my Reader to bas" notice, 
1. That Chriſt being born about A. M. 3950, 
according to Scripture Chronology; and the 
Writings of Moſes being finiſh'd before A. M. 
2500. the Prophecies contained in them muſ 
be upon Record above 1400 Y cars before 
Chriſt's Nativity. | - 

2. That the Pſalms of David being & 
niſhed before A. M. 2950. the Prophecies 
therein contained, were upon Record aboye 
1000 Years before Chriſt's Birth.” -* 
3. That the Books of Hoſea, Joel, Ames 
Iſaiah , and Micah being written before 
A.M. 3 200. the Prophecies contained in 
them, were auen Wecbrd 7 85 Years betore 
Chriſt. 

fr That the Books: of Habbokkuk, ad 
Nahum, being written before A. M. 3 300, 
their Prophecies were on Record 6 50 Year; 
before Chriſt. 

- 5. That the Books of Z. benlab, Jert. 
miah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Obadiah, 
being written before A. M. e were ei. 
tant 550 Years before Chriſt. 

6. That the Book of Daniel being Written 
before A. M. 3450. the Prophecics i in it wer 
deliver d 500 Years before Chriſt. 

FJ. The Book of Zechary delng writ be- 
fore A.M. 500. was extant w__ Years be 
* ag CW; 


: And 
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bag finiſhed his Prophecy before A. M. 


he viour. 5% * N 
M. From what 1 beck obſarv'd, it is . 
ut chat the lateſt of the Predictions upon record 


re in the O/d Teſtament, relating to the Meſſiah, - 


vere deliver d above 3 50 Years before their 
5. Accompliſhment. "ol ſince the Prophecics 


ics of Events, ſo many Ages future, have exact- 


vents, which happen d after his Nativity, rela- 
ting to him; we muſt conclude, 1. That thoſe 


Doctrine is true, according to (4) Prop. 7. 
Chap. 2. 2. That Jeſus Chriſt is the true 
Meſſiah, the Redeemer, whom God had pro- 
mis'd ; and conſequently, that the Dottrine 
and RELIGION he taught to the World, is 
true. q. e. d. For theſe Concluſions. do ne- 


P r emiſes. 


phecies recorded in the NEw TESTAMENT : 
and I deſire my Reader to take e no- 


tice ay ED. 


* 4 & 


ones bag 


Oe. 7. . Gift of 8 


ah ad as ſuch an Evidence. 


. * 1. Joux 


1 Malachi, the. laſt of the ** | 


3600. his Predictions muſt have been utter d 
50 Years: before the Birth of our edle Sa- | 


ly been fulfilled in CHRIST, and by thoſe E- 


PROPHETS of the Old Teſtament were Men 
inſpir d by the Spirit of God, and that their 


& ; * Re " : * 
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uture, and is a certain Poidence of 7 their Mi 12 ; 
from Sad, and 2 Truth of their Dothvine, to hom it is 


2 


ceſſarily, and unavoidab! y follow from the 
Secondly, Iſhall ſpecify Wa of hs Pro. 2 


St - 


| © < 5 3 
* "Form | the 'Bi aptiſt proph Reda ſaying 


to the Jews, I Per ba e you-with Wa 
ter uni Nepentance: by but he thus cometh 
after me, is mightier than I, uboſe Shoes [ 
am not worthy to bear ; he ſhall 4 jg you 

Murg. withithe"Holy Ghoſt *, -- 28. 266 ICU, cucn 
Mark 1.8. 3 to this Prophecy, E deſire to obſerve, 
1. That the Event predicted could not be 
2 dikerned in, or inferred. from any natu- 
| ral Cauſes then exiſting, but depended in- 
tirely ori the Determination and Will of our 
God and Saviour which could not have been 
known unto JohN without a divine Revela 
tion of it. 2. That the Prophecy had a full 


| Es Wo as is manifeſt from Pro. 


7 7 oe eden fo leds, even Te hs of a 
2 propheſied, and foretold many x 
e Events. Particularly; : WY 
I. As to HIMSELF. 
He forcrald, that the Son of Man mb /aftn 
ray things, an and be rejected of the Elder, 
of the Chief Prisſte, and Scribes, and 
4 Killed, and 2 three Days riſt again 
Jeſus ſaid | unto them, (i. e. to hisDiſciplcs) 
the Son of Man ſhall be betrayed into the 
Hands of Men; and they ſpall hill him, 
I Mat. 17. and the third Day he ſhall riſe" agamm\|.- 
. 2 .  Jclus. going up to Jeruſalem, took the 
; twelve 2 a 77 2 the 2 —.— 
unto them, Beho 29. 70 
and the Son of "Mo an a e 97 guy 
the Chief 5 and unto the Scribus, an 
: "_ Jhatl condemn him to death, . Ga 
eliver 


—— ——— — 


{Mark 8. 
31. 
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deliuer Bing, e The Gentiles, to oc, aud 
ſtvurge him, and to crucih him, aud the 

thiru I ay He ſhall riſe again * 397 30971 „1 20. 

Nom as toi theſe! PrediQtions; 1 15 n 7s 


Reader to take notice, that tho the Events 


foretold were not very long future from tha 


tim they were mention d by Chriſt; yet, 
1. They were ſuch, as that none of them 
could: certainly be inferred frim natutal 
Canſes, then actually exiſting. The Malice 

of the Jewiſh Rulers, and the Rage of many 

of the common People, Was notorious, the 
Friends of Chriſt might well apprehend his 

Life in danger: but how did they certainly 
know, whether he ſhould live to ſuffer any 
violent Death, or whether the Populace might 

not ſtone him to death, or throw him down | 

4 Precipicc, as the) ſome time-attempred # ? py cues 
How! could any Man certainly know, that er. 29 


the continued working of Miraules by Chriſt, * 


and that univerſal Goodwill, and Beneficence 
to ali Men, which the bleſſed Jeſus manifeſted; 2 051 
might not at length convince the Elders, tba 

Chief Prieſts, and the Scribes, that he was 0 my 
the Meſſtah, the Son of God, and bring 
them to believe in his Name? How could 
any cettainij kno, that one of his Diſciples 
would betray him, and that he ſhould in a. eco , 


Ane 


| „ene. 


Elders, and \Chitf Prieſts, would deliver him . 
to the Gentiles, and that he ſhould undergo mo 
mocking, ſtourging, and cracifying 2 rk 
all theſe Parculrs of our „ Sub 
| rings, © 


MAN 
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judicial way::be--condemned; and that the . 
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2 Whit her — Wo 


wing chudd d Certzinhhä beifeived fron 
_. the Malice of che Few. But ppeeg they: 
might; yet there'is\one"part'of:the Prophe- 
fy cy, that doubtleſs could not be” fo conclu- 
died, vi. that Chriſt. re the 
third day. 5 5 
This Bale entirely depended « on the * 
poſe, and Will of God, which could be no 
otherwiſe than ſecret till God ſaw fit to make 
it known. - But the Events foretold in the 
Prophecies under confideration, exactly came 
to paſs: which therefore demonſtrate that 
_ Chriſt was a PROPHET, ont > whom God 
had communicated: a certain knowledge of 
things future and to us contingent; * alſo 
that his Doctrine is true. 1% 1. 
21. As to his Dns YEA one 


$1 


*Mat.26.' : He foretold that Judas would betray im 


ver. 21, That Peter, notwithſtanding the confidence 
2 he had of his own fidelit? to his Maſter, 
would the ſame Night deny him, but ſhould 


Cap. 16. be converted again f: he likewiſe ſaid, ſpeak- 


ver. 33, ing of Peters latter End, J/hen. thou ſhalt 

3* 35 be old, thou ſhalt Soup forth thy. hands, 

2 anorber 2 4 d thee, and carry: thee 

A not ... hereby figni- 

zu fying by what D Death, he 5 e. TRY eee 
Bag, Cle God x. 1 ine 

4 18, He foretold to his Diiples,thar they ſhould 

1 tJobors, have tribulation in this World , be deli. 

ver. 33. wered up to the Councils, and be ſtonrged 


; in their Synagogues, and be" hated: of all 
2 me * name's ſabe . He alſo foretold that 
18 "Theſe 


- 


0 
'® 
q 

1 

15 
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0 N | 
ſpall follow * ; that Aer 
me 3 a 14 er W 3 | 
ak with new Tongues, "they 
2275 tale — . and if they drank 
any deadly thing, it ſhould not hurt them; 
they ſhould lay Bands on the+Sick, and they. 
Ia veg And in Luke Chap. 24. 4% Mark 
he ſaid unto them: Behold I fe the Prosit. ” of 
miſe of my" Father upon yon: but tarry ye | 
in the City of Feruſalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high.” In As 15. 8. it 15 
recorded that he ſaid,  Fobn truly baptized 
with Mater, but ye ſhall be amy _ = 
Holy Ghoſt, not — days hence; tw” ys : 
recerve power, after that the Holy hoſts is 
come upon you : and ye ſball be witneſſes unto 
me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the #ftermoſt arts ff 
the Earth. In John 14. & 12. Chriſt ſaid to 
| his Diſciples, He that believeth on me, the 
| Works that I do, ſball he do alſo Fave, ou 10 
ö Works than theſe ſball be do. EN 
3. As to the Jews, that re effed him un 
; the City of Feruſalem and the Temple, 
. Holy Feſus foretold terrible things 
In reference to the Fews he ſaith, There- 
11 fore 1 fay unto you, the Kingdom of God 
ſhall be taken from you,” and given to 4 Mat. 21. 
Nation bringing forth the fruits thereof . "4 I 
3 And in Matt. 24. 15, 16, 21, 22. When ye 
/ therefore ſhall ſee the Abomination « 5 
1 
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lation, ſpoken of by Daniel the ark, 5 
t in the Holy places whoſo readgt 4 222 
2 1 | nder 


\ 


6 Wet of Whith:be.th Iu 
dea fle to the'Mountains 1\;. Forathen fhall. | 
he. great Tribulations fach 45,4948. not from: 

the beginning af the tn 2 Fine, 
na nor ever ſball be ang exceht thaſt:days. 
ſhould. be ſhartnedz there: ſbould nd feſb le 
2 YES: Ze Srrgients; yt gene nation of Vipers, 
1 (laid the rigktedus Redecmer to the unhelicy- 
4 ecruel, and obſtinate eus] hau gan ye 

ho 


LJ 


e the. damnation. of Hxil 2, heres 
id T  ſend-.unto. you Bropbet a, and wiſe 
Men, AA ee ſome f them ye wil 
kill," and. crucify, and. ſome of them willy 
We, in your Fynagaguss, and perſecure 
them from City tu City, that upon yon may 
came all the righteous blood ſbed upon the 
. ed Jay unto No all theſe 
N t hit Came upon ibis generation *, 

wi en ye ſhall ſee: Feruſaleni encomipaſſed 
th Armies, then know that the Deſolation 
thereof ig nigh. Then let them which are 
in Judea fle to the Mouutaius, and lei 
| 0 e whith, are in the miditꝛoflit. depart 

; and let nat them that: aan Go 
| 7 5 enter thertinta. Fur the) 
of weng eance, that all things, thas are writ- 
„ may be fulfilled. But eee thai 
are with Child, aud to them that. giue ſuct 
In thoſe days ? for there ſhall be great diftre[s 
in ibe Land, aud wrath. poten People, 
and they ſhall fall by the edge ofthe Sword, 
and ſhall be led away Captive into all Na- 
#i0us.: and * Hall be Frodden 41 
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, . Ta} | 
of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles: | 
4. fulfilled * , Likewife.concerning the CITY bag 2 
JERUSAL EM the bleſſed Jeſs prophchied-10—4. 
laying, I thou hadi known, even thou; at 15 
* in this thy day, the things which & | 
long to tin peace] lut now they are hid; 
um thine eyes. For the days ſball come EP 
4— thee, that thine enemies ſhall cat a 
Trench about thee, and compaſs thee: round. 
aud keep thee in on every fide. And : ſpall 
lay: thee | even with the. ground and thy 
Children. within thee; and they; ſball not 
leave in thee, one ftoke upon another: be- 
cauſe than kneweſt 1. 1 rime- of thy Vi. 
ſſtation tt. n eee eee 
When the Diſcip len n Tabs for tol9· ver. 
ſhew him the Buildings of the Temple, | eſuss 
dad unto them, See ye not all theſe W 


| 2 4 ſay gnto 4 there ſball. nat be left 
ere, one [tone upon another, that ſhall not 


be thrown down |. 0 . Mat. 24. 
Now that theſe Prophecies, about. forty: "pgs 
A Years after, were exactly accompliſhed, is ve- 
ry evident from the Hiſtory of Joſephus; 
; who ſays in reference to the Fewzſh Nation 
and the City Feruſalem, never was's Na- 
, tion more wicked, nor ever did à City fufe- 
Er, as they did. All the Miſeries, hich 
5 all Mankind had ſuffer d from the Beginning . 
, of the World, were not to be compared 
» vith what the Jewiſb Nation did . fuf- 
Ie n that n ORG cen beſieg d 
eee e 
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Sadie," his Army compaſgd.-'the City 
round about, and kept them in on every 
ſide: that tho it was judg'd a great, and ai. 
moſt impracticable work, to compaſs the 
whole City with a Wall, yet Titus anima. 
ting his Soldiers to attempt it, they in three 
days built a Wall of 30 Furlongs, having 13 
Caſtles in it; and ſo cut off all hopes; that 
any of the eus within the City ſhould eſ- 
cape ; that Titus commanded his Soldiers 
to dig up the City, which was fully done, 
by levelling the whole compaſs of it, except 
three Towers; and that the Captain of his 
Army did with a Plough-ſhare tear wp the 

ö Foundations of the Temple. 3 
Joſephus alſo relates, that 1 100,000 pe- 
riſhed in the Siege of Jeruſalem, beſides the 
many Millions of Perſons which other Jeuiſd 
Writers relate to have been ſlaughter'd by 
Hadrian s Army 52 Years after. Joſephus 
likewiſe informs us, that the number of 
their Captives was 97000; that of them Titus 
ſent many into Egypt, but moſt of them 
he diſperſed into the Roman Provinces, i. e. 
into the ſeveral Nations of the World. 
Thus exactly, thus fully, were the Predictions 
of our Lord accompliſhed. Our bleſſed Lord 
did likewiſe foretel the many S16ns, and 
Prognoſticks, which ſhould precede the dread- 
ful Calamities, and Deſtruction of the Fews, 
of their City, and Temple, faying, and great 
Earthquakes ſhall be in divers places, and 
Famines, and Peſtilences, and fearful * 

| an 
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as great Signs, ſball there be from: 


Heaven; 
and there ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in 
the Mom and in the Stars, and upon the 
Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, with IE, 
the he Sea; and the Waves..roarmg *. \ $4 kd. 
That theſe Prophecies were Tulklld; ap ver. 11— 
pears abundantly from the Hiſtories of whoſe * 
times which give an account of Famines, 
peſtilences, fearful Sights ſeen in the Air, 
&c. Foſephus hath a Chapter relating the 
Prodigies, and Signs which preceded and 
ulner d in the Calamities, nn and De- 
Aruftion, of the ems. Ws 
And ſurely none can oceans T | that the 
E vente, propheſicd of by our great Re- 
, deemer - mig ht be diſcerned in, or inferr d 
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: from any — exiſting at the time he Pre. 
5 dictions were made. 

) Here I would 5 88 my 3 to :ob» 
0 


ſerve, that the Goſpels. of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, were written within a few Years - 
N after the Death of Chriſt, and a conſiderable 
n time before the Deſtruction of . Feruſalem, 
a which they ſpeak of as a thing future. 

: f has been ſaid, it is apparent, 
- that the Holy Jeſus was certainly a Prophet 
ſcnt of God, even that GREAT PROPHET, 
d whom the Lord had promis d to raiſe up 
unto the Fews from . chem, like un- 
F, to Moſes. es 
„ 07%. It is aid by * that Propheſying, 
or forctelling future Events, is no certain 
5 Evidence of the divine Miſſion of any Per- 
. E x ſons, 


(469) 

Los; or of the Truth of their Dat#rine ; be. 
cauſe in Deut. 13. 1, 253. God ſaid to the 
Children of Iſrael, Tf there uriſe among 
you's Prophet, or 4 Dreamer f Dreams, 

and giveih thee'a' Slow, or Wo nn, and 
the Sign or Wonder come of + il Vhereof 
be ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us go aft 0 
other Gods, which thou 705 not known, and 
let us ferve them: Thou ſbalt not hearken 
to the Words of that Prophet, or that 
Dreamer of Dreams, for the Lord your God 
proveth. you, &c. l 1 FE" 43 

Anſ. In anſwer to this Aw ene I de- 
ſire my Reader to obſerve, 1. That God will 
not, and cannot communicate the extraor- 
dinary Knowledge of Events long future, 
and contingent, to any falſe Prophet, or 
Teacher of falſe 1 in favour of theit 
falſe Pretenſions: as appears by Prop. 4. 
Chap. 2. Perſons by accurate Obſervations, 
or by Suggeſtion. of the Devil, whoſe Saga- 
city is greater, may make probable Conjec- 
tures of ſome future Events, hen they dif- 
cern thoſe Events in, and can infer them 
from the Nature, and Tendency of Cauſes 
actually exiſting at the time of their Pre- 
dictions: and God for wiſe Reaſons may 
permit falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers to 
utter ſuch Predictions. And ſuch Predictions, 
we alſo ſay, are no Evidence of a divine 
Miſſion, or of the Truth of a Doctrine. But 


this doth no way affect the Evidence, which 
reſults from God's communicating (in — | 
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| of ſome Mens profeſſed Miſſion from him) 


(9). 


an extraordinary Knowledge of Events, which 
God, in his ſecret Counſel, had determined, 
in diſtant time, to bring to paſs; and which 
Events could not be infer'd from any Cauſds 
exiſting at the time, they were foretold. | The 
Evidence, therefore, which Sevipture 90 
phecies give to the Truth of the CUnLWI- 
An RELIGION; remains reg and can ne- 
ver deceive us. „ een 

2. Let it be conſider d, that the 3 75 0 
Wonder mention'd in the Text ci 
ſuppoſed to come to paſs Acebrding 0 fle 
Prediction of the falſe Prophet, Was ſoit 


Sign, or Wonder near at hand; a5 is mant | 


feſt from the Deſi ign of che falſe Prophets 
foretelling it, vis! to draw the Children Uf 
Ifrael from worſhipping the 8 God, chat 
had bronght them out of E . to — * 
other Gods. For the Sign, or Runder, id 
told oould be no be inducin hs 
People to hearken to the falſe Prophet, if 
it did not ſoon happen The Caſe, els. 
fore, here ſuppoſed, cannot affect the Evi. 
dence from fuch Prophecies as are concern- 
ing Events long future, and contingent. 
3. I beg eve to obſerve, that in n 
God did permit any falſe” Prophet to prediat 


ſome. zu, or Wonder near at hand, and 


ſuffer ſuch Sign, or Wonder to coma. to 
paſs; this Permiſſion? of Providence could 
by no means excuſe the Idolatry of any 


of the Iſraelties. 1. Becauſe God here fore- 


war ns 
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| /warns them of ſuch a Temptation, and com- 
mands them to reject it, if he ſhould permit 
it to happen to them for their Trial. 2. Be. 
cauſe the coming to paſs of ſuch a Sign, or 
Monder, according to the Word of the falſe 
Prophet, could never ballance the many Signs, 
Monders, and Miracles Mn; which God had 
', wrought; for them in Egypt, and in the 
Milderneſs, not compare With the Prophe- 
cies, God had given them. To enervate 
thoſe Evidences, which God gave to the 
Iſtaelites of the Truth of that Religion, and 
May of Worſhip, he had cſtabliſhed among 5 

them, Higns, and Monders, migbiy Warks, 

and Prophecies ſuperior to, and more won- 
derful than thoſe, were neceſſary ; and til / 
ſuch ſhould be given, they were bound to 7 
þ 
1 


adhere to thoſe Iuſtitutions, they had re- 
ceivd from God by the MEDIATION of 
Moſes. And it deſerves Obſervation, that 
when God ſaw fit to abrogate the Levitical, 
and Ceremonial Law, and Worſbip, and to il © 
eſtabliſh in their ſtead a Worſhip, and Or- . 
dinances more ſpiritual, by the MEpiaTION 
of his Son. ChRisr IEsus, he confirmed the 

Declarations of his Will by ſuch Hens, and , 
Wonders, and Miracles, and Gifs of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as were yaſtly ſuperior to thoſe 
vouchſafed in Confirmation of the ae 
hn 
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Proving that the Chri ries Religion Fo 
been confirmed by ſu pr Opera- 
tions, and . Works, as are vaſt- 
ty ſuperior, in their Number, and Na- 
ture, to all the Signs, and Wonders per- 
orm d by any 10 have * a 
nn 1 26. 75 


Prop. 4. + HA 'T 5 Cunlerlan Rr. . 

I L1610N has. been confirmed. by 
ſuch ae ne Operations, and wonderful 
Works, as are vaſtly SUPERIOR in their 
Number, and Nature, to all the Signs, and 
Wonders perform d by any that have au 
Doctrines contrary to it. 

The Truth of this Propoſ ion is very 
conſpicuous from the Hiſtory of the nume 
 rous Signs, Wonders, Miracles, and Diſ 
tributions of the Holy Ghoſt, contain d in 
the Writings of the Old and New Teſta-- 
ment; which Hiſtory makes up a great part 
of the ſacred Records. No other Religion, 
or Doctrine, ever had ſo glorious a Demon- 
ſtration of its being true: And till another 
Religion ſnall be recommended to the World 
by the Evidence of Miracles, and Wonders, 
and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Superior, (for 
* will not determine the Queſtion 15 1 
ay. 


— 


( 80 


| Gay ſuperior to thoſe, by which the everlaſt. 
=_ -. ing Goſpel has been e d to us, it 
muſt be acknowledged 56 the Chriſtian 
88 15 true, according, to Prop. 3. 
„ .- 
| 05% It Has been objetcted, that Sion, 
| Wonder s-or Miracles, are no certain Proof 
1 of the Truth of a Doctrine; that others, be- 
ſides: Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, have done 
them; that it is ſaid; There ſpall ariſe falſe 
On” and falſe Prophets, and ſpall ſbeu 
eat Signs, and Wonders; Mat. 24. 24. 
x 75 the Man of Sin is deſcribed to be One, 
| whoſe coming is after the Working of Satan 
(er n Sbvapees) WITH. ALL: POWER, and 
Signs, and hing Wonders ; 2 Theſſ. 2. 9. 
and that of the Beaſt, who is deſcrib d as 
coming out of the Earth, it is affirm d, He 
doth great Monders, (Gr. ena DN i. e. 
great Signs) 2 that he malerb fire come 
dawn from Heaven on the Earth in the 
fee of Men, and decerveth them, that 

ell on the earth, by means of thoſt Mi. 
racles, (Gr. H me onevie, i. e. thoſe Signs) 
which he had Power to do. Whence it 
is concluded, 'that Signs, and Wonders, are 
no Evidences of a divine Mrhon, or of the 
Fruth of a Doctrine. 

Anſ. In anſwer to this, 8 1. That 
it's granted, that wonderful Works will not 
prove a divine Miſſion, or the Truth of a 
Doctrine, againſt the Evidence of Works more 
wondevful, more great, more glorious, 28 

| excel. 
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From what has been ſaid 5 and from the Con- 
teſt between Moſes and the Magiciunn, when 
the SUPERTORITY of the Works wrought. by 
Mofes, determin'd the matter in his your. 
But this will not weaken the Argument for 
Chriſtianity, taken from thoſe mighty Works 
byte af all e. ever 706 7 SY 

the ictaus in t, or by refers, 
falſe Apoſtles, or — her Falſt Teachers. 
2. That neither wicked Men, impoſtors, nor 
Satan, are ever ſaid in the ſacred; Scripture 
to do Miracles. (nf IH ad rer) ng 
and Wonders, indeed, they are ſaid to do, 
hs not (guru Aale 301 hat khe 
Expreſſion ( maoy Surajpe!) withall:Power, 


(G Theſſ.*2."9:).) doth/-not'/ denote: Ommpo- 
tence, or all that Power which exiſts. It is 


not to be ſuppos d, that the Man of Sin 
cometh atm d with the Power of God. Theſe 
Wotds, vis. Mb all' Putty,” muſt there- 
fore lig ignify. the ſame, 28 if it Bad been laid, 
with 40 his Strength, or Might. 4. That 
the Chriſtian Religion has been confirmed, 
not only with Signs, and Wonders, but al- 
ſo with divers H 
Holy Ghoſt ; "which is Yr a Demonſtration 
of the Truth, that no L Dea 
beſides the Doctrine of: "Chriſt, and his A+ 
poſtles, ever had the IK. 

06j. It has been alledg'd, that divers Pro: 
phectes, and other Paſſages in the Old Teſta- 

12 1 M ment 


at; and more numerous, As. is evident 


ne in the World, 
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ment have been NR or miſapplic 
"by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. © -- 
 Anſ. In anſwer hereunto, it will be ſuf- 

-ficient for me at preſent to take notice, 
1. That this Objection has been confuted by 
ſeveral learned Men (a) already, as to the 
Particulars urged for the Support of it. 2. That 
tho, in ſome” Inſtances, it ſhould be difficult 
for us to underſtand the Reaſon and Pro- 
priety of the Application made in the Ney 
"Teſtament, of Paſſages cited from the Ol; 
yet we may be certain, that neither Chi, 
nor his Apoſtles miſunderſtood or miſapplicd 
any ſuch Paſſages, . ſince they had the Holy 
Shoſt to guide them, and ſince God bore 
witneſs to the Truth of their b 
1 1 Wh et Wen « \5>6 „ 


; * 7 j 
1770 — Tg — — — — 
0 vid. The Learned: B; 10 71 Lichßel is Defence of Chri 
"fant ; Mr. Bullock Sermons, on the Reaſoning of Chrif 


and h:s Apo les in their Defence 4 1 ianity; m Green! 
"Letters to- date he Grands Red Be ga 


1 

Containing, ſome. Corollaries from the Trith 
"of the Chriſtian ticularly, 
1. That Men ought to. embrace. 775 222 : 
eſs it. 2. That they. ſoould TRE card. 
ing to the Precepts Fit. 


Shall now make ſome Iren Mee: 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, —_— 
ſo conclude” theſe Papers. 
I. Then, I infer, that Men ought to em- o 1. 
brace, and profefs the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Obligation hereunto, is 'a manifeſt 
Conſequence from what has been noted in 
the preceding part of this Diſcourſe. For it is 
not doubted, whether God's Teſtimony is to 
be credited. This all. will grant, who ac- 
knowledge the Being of God: therefore ſince. 
God did ſo gloriouſly bear witneſs to. the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, as hath been 
proved, my Inference is juſt. It was Gop's 
TesriMony which proved the divine Miſ- 
ſion of Moſes, and the other Prophets, and 
Pen-men of the Old Teftament, and the 
Truth of their Doctrine, and which gain d 
them Credit among the eus; and it is the 
Divine Teſtimony, which evidences the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, and which prevail d with the 
primitive Converts, and the Chriſtians of 


every? ſucceeding Age, to believe, and obey b 


the — It ſhould have the ſame happy 
2 In- 
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Influence on all Men. We have the greateſt 


it, and to make us ſee the crookedneſs of 


29.) and they ſoug hit aut many Inventions; 


Wor both Fews and Gentiles are all under Sin; 


* 
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Reafon to be ſatisfied with, and thankful 
for the Teſtimony God has given unto the 
Doctrine of Salvation preached by Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles. The Revelation contain d in 
the facred Scriprürcs, doth inſtruct us in al 
thoſe klinge, whith are needfuf for us to 
know, believe, and\prattiſe.' God gave it to 
be as a LIGHT unto the World; to be 

amp unto gur Feet, and a Light unta on 
Pat . * to ſhew us the way. that leads ur. 
to everlaſting Felicity, that we may Walk in 


thoſe f Ways which tend tO Death, Hell, and 
endleſs; Miſery, that we may avoid them. 
How, , ought. we to prize the Revelation, 
wherewith God in his infinite Mercy has fa. 
vour d us? It ſhould be the rejoicing of our 
Hearts! It is wore to be deſir d than Cold, 
yea, than much fine Gold. Reader! it tells 
thee, that God made Man upright, (Ecclcl. 7. 


that a/l Fleſh has corrupted his way; that 


that they are all gone out of the way z that 
they are altegether become unprofitable. that 
there is none that doth gaod, no not one, 
ver. 10. (No! till the: Spirit of God doth 
renew and ſanctify the Soul.) It tells thee, 


that we are by Nature Children of Wrath, 
+Eph. a. 3. even 45 others t; and that the carnal Mind 
Rom. 8. ). ĩs Eumity againſt God l. And haſt not thou 


reaſon to believe theſe Declarations Dotb 
45 gs | not 
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(os) 
nor; thy Conſcience perceive. that thy Na- 
1 87 Rofully deprav'd > and: that there is li 
thy Mind an Averſion to univerfal Piety and 
Virtue? And tell thee; that thou art a Trans- 
greſſor? And that thy Sins are innumerable, 
and that thy Guiltineſs before God is ter- 
ribly great? But can thy reaſoning Faculty 
(or canſt thou by thy Wiſdom) diſcover any; 
effeltual way of obtaining the Pardon of thy 
ins Peace and Reconciliation with that ho-· 
ly God, whom thou haſt offended times and . 
ways without number? Or find out any ſuf- 
ficcent Method for recovering that Holineſs, 
and . ee ee which are the Excellency 
and Glory of a rational Creature; and for 
gaining that full and perfect Enjoyment of 
the ever · bleſſed Eden in which the choiceſt 
1 ineſs, and only true Felicity of Men does 
conſiſt} Canſt thou make Satisfaction to divine 
Juſtice. for the Iniquities thou haſt commit- 
ted? Canſt thou make the Almighty any a- 
mends for thy repeated Violations of his 
Law ? For the Diſhonour thou haſt done 
him, for thy Rebellions againſt his Authori- 
ty, and Government ? If thou couldſt fulfil 
all Righteouſneſs, and perfectly keep all the 
Commandments in Thought, Word, and 
Deed, for time to come, yet what would all 
this avail for thy paſt Offences ? Can the bare 
Performance of Duty be, with feaſon, ac+ 
counted any Atonement for former Tranſ- 
greſſions? No, ſurely! But ſuppoſing thy fu- 


me = if perfect, * „ 
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Influence on all Men. We have the greateſt 


* Pſal. 
11 9. ver. 
105. 


Reaſon to be ſatisfied with, and thankful 
for the Teſtimony. God has given unto the 
Doctrine of Salvation preached by Chriſt, and 
his Apofttes. The Revelation contain d in 
the facred 'Scriptures, doth inſtruct us in all 
thoſe kings, whith are gcedfur for us to 
A delete: and pratłiſe. God gave it to 
be as a LIGHr unto the World; to be 4 

amp unto gur Feet, and a Light uta on 
Path i to ſhew us the way that leads un. 
to everlaſting Felicity, that We may Walk in 


it, and to make us ſee the crookedneſs of 


thoſe Ways which tend to Death, Hell, and 
endleſs, Miſery, that we may avoid them. 
How ought. we - to prize the Revelation, 


_ wherewith God in his infinite Mercy has fa. 


vou d us! It ſhould be the rejoicing of our 
Hearts! It is more te be deſir d than Gold, 
yea, than much fine Gold. Reader! it tells 
thee, that Gad made Man uprighit, (Eccleſ. 7. 


29.) and they ſaug ht aut many Inventions; 


that 4 Fleſb has corrupted his way; that 


Gen. 6. 12. bath Fews and Gentiles are all under Sin; 


Rom. 3. 9. 


that 7hey are all gane out of the N that 
they are altegether become unproſitable; that 
there is none that doth good, no not one, 
ver. 10. (No.! till the Spirit of God doth 
renew and ſanctify the Soul.) It tells thee, 
that we are by Nature Children. of Wrath, 


Eph. a f. even 4s others t; and that the carnal Mind 
Rom. 8. . i Eumity againſt God. And haſt not thou 


4 not 


reaſon to believe theſe Declarations Doth 
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thy Conſcience perceive that thy Na- 
türe is Rotax deprav'd? and that there is in 
thy Mind an Averſion to univerfal Piety and 
Virtuo? And tell thee, that thou art à Franf: 
greſſor? And that thy Sins are innumerable, 
and that thy Guiltineſs before! God is tet 
ribly great? But can thy reaſoning Faculty | 
(or canſt thqu by thy Wiſdom) diſcover any 
eſfeltual way of obtaining the Pardon of thy 
Sins / Peace and Reconciliation with that ho- 
y God, whom thou haſt offended times and . 
ways without number? Or find out any ſuf⸗ 
gelcht Method for recovering that Holineſs, 
and Righteouſneſs, which are the Excellency 
and Glory of a rational Creature; and for 
gaining that full and perfect Enjoyment of 
the ever · bleſſed S in Which the choiceſt 
Happineſs, and only true Felicity of Men docs 
conſiſtꝰ Canſt thou make Satisfaction to divine 
Juſtice. for the Iniquities thou haſt commit- 
ted? .Canſt thou make the Almighty: any a- 
mends for thy repeated Violations of his 
Law ? For the Diſhonour thou haſt done 
him, for thy Rebellions againſt his Authori- 


ty, and Government? If thou couldſt fulfil 


all Righteouſneſs, and perfectly keep all the 
Commandments in Thought, Word, and 
Deed, for time to come, yet what would all 
this avail for thy paſt Offences ? Can the bare 
Performance of Duty be, with teaſon, ac -· 
counted any Atonement for former Tranſ- 
greſſions? No, ſurely! But ſuppoſing thy fu- 
ture Obedience, if perfect, W 
n TO " 


5 (0 86 ) 
ed with God as a Recompence for thy paſt 
Iniquitics's arti thou able to perform fſuch 
an Obedience to the divine Precepts? Canſt 
hiv perform it thro any one Day? If not, 
1 how vai is it, to build an 7 of ann 
lll on ſuch an HrvrorRESTIs?? 90 
i! But perhaps thou wilt a Mat: God May: 
' forgive Siuners ly an Ati of Sovereign 
= Mercy, without any Satisfaction to his Juſ 


Wil Tie. Suppoſing it; yet this can adminiſter 
A _ bur very litrie Comfort to thy Conſeisnel, 
4 except thou art very well aſſured, that he 
| will do ſo: There is no inferting what God: 
will do, from what he can do. And thou 
canſt not conclude it from the moral Fit. 
neſs of Things ; for according to this, as it 
is fit, that the Obedient ſhould be accepted 
with God, and rewarded as he ſhall ſee meet; 
ſo it is fit, that the Diſobedient ſhould be 
rejected, and puniſh'd, as they deſerve. It is 
highly congruous to the Nature of Things, 
that as there is a Difference between the 
Rightcous and the Wicked, ſo that the righ- 
teous Governour of the World ſhould deal 
in a different manner with theſe different 
ſorts of his reaſonable Creatures: Bur ſup- 
poſing God may and will forgive thy Sins, 
by an Act of Mercy, without regard to any 
Satisfaction for them; ſuppoſe thy Iniquities 
are blotted out, and that thou art ſecure 
from the Torments of Hell; yet wilt thou 
be far from Bleſſedneſs, if thou remaineſt de- 
1 of 22 Righteouſneſs, and the 


Enjoy. 


an) 
Enjoyment of God. And hom wilt thou 
obtain theſe? Can thy Wiſdom inform thee 
of a Way hereunto, which thou may'ſt ra- 
tionally, and firmly depend upon? Will thy 
own. Endeavours be ſufficient to thoſe ini- 
| portant l Ends? Dareſt thou place a Confi- 
.dence in thy own Schemes, and expect to at-. 
tain by them, that Holineſs, and Righteouſ- 0 
neſs, which are neceſſary to fender a rational 
Creature acceptable to that God, who is of 
purer Eyes, than to behold: Evil, and can- dol 
not look on Tniquity x. Who is not a Wen 
that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither 13. 
ſhall evil dwell with him ? Or doſt thou 
know of any Scheme, contrived by Man fort nN 
the Reconciliation of Sinners unto God, ac- 3 * 
cording to which all the divine Attributes : 
may be diſplay d, and gloried s e, Ho) 

If Sin is pardoned by à meer Act of di 
vine Sovereignty, the Attribute of Mercy, 
indeed, is exemplified; but there is no ma- 
nifeſtation of divine Juſtice, or Holimeſs. 
All human Schemes for a Sinners Recove- 
ry, and regaining the Favour of God, and 
the Enjoy ment of him, do caſt a Veil on 
fome or other of the divine Perfections. 
The Contrivances of human Wifdom can 1 _— 
ſtand us in no ſtead in this important Caſe. 
The World, by (its) Wiſdom, Are, * xCor. 1. 
to any ſaving Parpoſes. 1 aniopart gy Ve Be 
But the Gosp EL, ſets : e La, "ma 
ſuitable Remedy; an all- ſufficient Help, and 
a moſt glorious Way of Salvation. For as it 
8 5 1N- 
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informs us, that God had ON ONLY, ah, 
-WELL-BELOVED,. SoN, whom he appointed 
tbe Worldss who 1s the Brightneſs of his 
and upholding all things by the word of his 
+ Heb. 1. Power + : So. it tells us, that God ſb {great 
* 3 iy) loved the: Horld, that he gave (this) his 


* 


only begotten Son, that whoſecver boliewet 


in bim, ſhould not periſh,: but have everiaf- 
| John 3.-5mg Life li. It tells us, that God ſpared not his 
* Rom 8. % Son, but delivered him up (i. e. to ſuf. 
32. 81 fer Death) fur AJ all x. And that L Chriſt, 
cis Son of God, gave his Life à ranſon 


N 10, for many j. That he was Alivered for our 


1 ia 4. Offences . That he ſbe ors [ Bloc for 
23. many, for tie remiſſon uf Sins; that he died 
for our Sins, and was:{acrificed for us; that 

ne roſe. again for our Fuſtsfication : That he 

to every ane that belitveth;; Rom. 10. 4. 
Mbom Cad hath ſe; forth to be à propitia. 
tion, mala ps OI . 
Nighteouſueſ for the remiſſiun of Sins, that 
= * the forbearance of GC. 
that he might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of 
Rom. 3. him, which believeth in Feſus. So that by 
25 2% the ScaExx, which the Wiſdom and Mercy of 


|. God contriv d, and eſtabliſhed. for the Reco- 


very, Reconciliation, and Salvation of Sin- 
ners, all the divine Attributes are manifeſted, 
well as Goodneſs: and by it the ** 


“ 


On 


. tas) 
of God's Authority, and Government is 
maintain d; and yet the moſt compaſſionate, 
and ſufficient Relief afforded to miſerable 
Sinners: By it wretched: Tranſgreſſors may 
obtain Pardon, and Peace with their offend- 
cd Creator, and regain righteouſneſs, 'holi- 
neſs, and happineſs in a way, moſt glorious 
to God, and moſt ſure and comfortable to 
themſelves. Now, let me ask thees' Is it 
not matter of rejoycing to thy Soul, that a 
full Satisfaction has been made to divine 


Juſtice for thy Sins? and that a meritorious 


and acceptable Price has been paid for thy 


Redemption? That the Son of God, has 


undertaken to be a Mediator, between God, 
and Men; and an Advocate for all that 
ſhall become his faithful Diſciples? That 
this mighty Redeemer is offer d to thee; 
and that if thou doſt truly conſent, and de- 
fire to have him, as he is propos d to thee 
in the Goſpel, i. e. as a Prince, and Saviour; 
as a Prophet, Prieſt, and King; to govern 
tec, as well as to deliver thee from the 
Wrath to come; thou ſhalt be juſtified from 


all thine Iniquities; and have Grace here, 


and eternal Life hereafter? Is not all this 
matter of comfort and joy to thy Conſcience, 
which charges thee with the guilt of innu- 
merable Sins; and convincing thee of utter 
inability, of thy ſelf, to keep any of the 
Commandments in a right manner? And 
wilt thou not then become a Diſciple of 
Criſt, the Son of God? Wilt thou not 

MN _ gladly, 


= EE 7 
= gladly, and thankfully. embrace the Over. 
Ml tures, divine Mercy makes unto thee? Wilt 
Si thou not believe, and profeſs that Religion, 
; and Doctrine of Salvation, taught by Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles; and depend intirely on 
the Lord Jeſus for acceptance with God, 
and Life eternal? Surely it is _ Intereſt 
to do re 
II. corol. 2. From the Truth of tho Chriſtian Rel. 
gion, it follows, that Men ought to live ac- 
cording « to the e ti of it, as well as to 
7 ES 
_voThe Wk of God., ded brings Salva: 
tow, reaches us, that denying. Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Lnfts, we 2 live ſoberh,, 
Fighteouſly and godly in this preſent alk 
todking for that bleſſed hope, and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and our 
peg 7." Saviour Feſus Chriſt *. Conſider that Faith 
'? without Works is dead. being alone, and 
that it can profit a Man nothing to fay, he 
a... Faith, if he hath not Works f. And 
= conſider: likewiſe, that although without 
en Chriſt, - thou canſt do nothing ſh yer that 
"thro" Chrift ſtrengthning thee, thou ſpalt be 
* Phil, 4. 40e to do all things , (requird of thee.) 
15. And that Chriſt is willing to ſtrengthen, to 
| affiſt, and help thee in the way of Holineſs 
And that if thou haſt not his Afliſtance, it 
is becauſe thou doſt not really deſire, and 
ſeek it. Nay, becauſe thou wilt not accept 
it: and if thou doſt not deſire, and endea- 
vour to obey, and Rong thy God, and Sa- 
viour 


— 


(oi 
viour in all things, thou haſt not ys right-. 
ly, and ſincerely believed in Chriſt, or ac- 
cepted of him, as thy Lord, and Maſter; and 
Saviour, to deliver thee from all thy Sins, 


as well as from the Puniſhments due unto. 


them. And do not think, that a partial 
compliance with the Offers of the Gofpel 


will avail to thy Salvation. It is thy Duty, 


and, if thou haſt that Faith, Which the GG 
ſpel requires, it is thy Endeavour to order 
thy Converſation according to the Rule of 
God's Word; to walk worthy. of the Vo- 
cation Where with thou art called: As then 
thou doſt unfeignedly love God, ſo thou 
wilt love to converſe with, him, by frequent, 
and ſerious Prayers to him; thou wilt con- 


ſcientiouſiy keep up ſecret, and Family Wor- A 


ſhip; and diligently, attend that which is 
publick, and wilt be juſt, and righteous; 
ſober, and temperate; pure, and chaſte; 
merciful; - and charitable; ſo thou wilt la- 
bour to walk in all the Commandments, 
and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. But 
if thou doſt allow thy ſelf in neglecting any 
of the known Duties of Holineſs, or in the 
Practice of any known Vice, thou art not 
one of 'Chriſt's true Diſciples; thou haſt no 
intereſt in him, nor any right to the Pro- 
miſes of Pardon, and Salvation. No but 
dreadful Threatnings and Declarations are in 
force againſt thy miſerable Soul. For the 
Word of God aſſures thee, that the Lord 
Jeſus mo be revealed from Heaven, with 
-N2 


his 


( 92). 
his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire taking 
Vengeance on them that know-not' God, (io 
as to love, and ferve him with all their 
Hearts) and that obey not the' Goſpel of our 
Tord Feſus Chriſt ;i who ſhall be puniſbed 
with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
* 2 Theſ. his power *. It aſſures thee; that the un- 
7. 7, 8, 9. righteous ſbhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God; that neither Fornicators, nor Idol. 
Wl ters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor | 
1 Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor ; 
= Thieves, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor | 
Extortioners, ſhall: inherit the Kingdom of Wl 
Cod, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. It plainly: declares, t 
that without holineſs no Man ſball fee the 
+ Heb. 12. Lord f. That God will render to every Man 
* according to his Deeds; to them, who by 
patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for 
glory, and honour, and immortality; eternal 
life. But to them that are contentions, 
and do not obe) the Truth, but obey un- 
righteouſneſs ; indignation, and wrath ; tri- 
bulation, and anguiſh upon every ſoul of Man, 
that doth evil. Rom. 2. 6—9. Theſe things 
the Word of God teſtifies, and they import 
dreadful miſery againſt thy Soul, whilſt thou 
remaineſt difobedient, and unholy ;  ſerioul- 
ly ponder them in thy Heart, and be pre- 
vailed with, not only to embrace and pro- 
fels the Chriſtian Religion, but alſo. to live 
conformably to its holy Precepts. 
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Containing more Corollaries from: the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion, viz. 3. "That 
the Profeſſors of it oupht to take heed; 

that they be not ſeduced from the Faith 

of the Goſpel. 4, That it is eben we” 70 


ee and ee wn. ec "SEL 
„ | it, "XY 
/ © infor Aber ther Profeſſors" of ah enn Corol. 


' 1 ſtian Religion ought to rake heed, 

f that 15 be not ſeduced from the n of 
the Goſpel. ee ee ene enen | 9 1 

Since God has vorn Witneſs to its Vert. 

] ty, it follows that Men ſhould adhere to it, 

ö and take care that they be not drawn off 

' from it. It was indeed foretold, that in 

be latter times ſome will depart from the 

| Faith, giving heed to 2 Spirits; and 

Dodtrines of Devils *. But wo will bes 1 Tim. 

a unto ſuch ArosTATES. For it had been. 14. 

5 better for them not to de known the way: 

of righteouſneſs, than after they have known 

t it, to turn from the holy Commundment de. 

Wl "vered unto them f: It is impoſſible for; , Pet. 

- WI 7ſt who were once enlightned, and haves. 

- WW aſted of the nat Gift, and were made 

artaters of the Holy Ghoſt, and haue 

8 taſted the good world 6 F God, and. the powers 

of the World to . F they fall au 

0 om Cr ⁰j, Forenew ben _ un- 

a to 
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ml | to Repentance: ſeeing they cruciſ to then 
: if ſebves the' Sor of God afreſh; and put hin 
eb. 6. 0 an open Shame *. For 15 we fin wilfully 
* 56 (in departing from the Chriſtian Religion) af: 
fer that toe have received the Knowledge 
= crsfice for: Sins, but à certain," fearful lool. : 
| ing: for af fudgment, aud fiery. Indigna- Wl # 
"i tion, which ſhall devour the ADyER8AR1ts, t 
He that deſpiſed Moſess Law, died with . 
out Mercy, under two or three Witneſſes: ! 
f houas much ſorer Puniſhment ſuppoſe 1: ll 
(lays the Apoſtle) ſhall he: be thoug ht Wor- 
by, who-, hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, (eſteeming him an Impoſtor, or De- 
ceiyer of the People) and bath counted the 
Blagd of the Covenant, wherewith he was 
ſantified; an unholy thing; and (by his Apo- 
ſtacy) hath' done deſpite unto the Spirit of 
Grace 2 Heb, 10. 26—29.' lt is therefore of 
the utmoſt moment, for all Chriſtians to take 
Herd, that they be not ſeduced from the 
1 FEaith of the; Goſpel, that they do not apo- 

ſtatize from the Chriſtian Religion 
«+ God. in his ſacred Word doth admoniſn 
his People to beware of Errors, and falſ? 
Doc rines. Thus (in Prov, 19. 2.) he faith 
Cecaſe, my Son, to hear the Iuſtruction, that 
cauſeth to err from the Mords of  Know- 
leage. Be no mort Children, toſſed to and 
fre, and carried about with, every Wind (of 
- Eph.4.14. falſe) Docłrine, by. the Sleight f Men, and 
cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie . 
* | Wal 
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unt to Aeref be Haley left any Man 
you through Philoſos 42 4 Vain be — 
after the T Adition (i. c. the unſcriptutal No. 
en, of Men, after the Rudiments of the 
World, and not after (the Doctrine of) cola 8. 
Chriſt." D832 Boo; 579 1. 
Bie not curricu About: wich" bey and 
unge (ot new) Dottrines ; (contrary to 
„dhe Goſpel of Chriſt) for it 7 2 goud thing, 
bar the: Heart: be e abliſped with Grate, Heb. 13.9. - 
Han Man reach ot her vu ſe, Or teach Doc 
« WM ttines ” iffctent from thoſe preached by Chri — 
aud his Apoſties) and conſent not to while; 
ne Words, even the Words of our Lor. 
Leas Cbriſt, aud to the Dottine,” whit: 
L according to Godlineſs ;" he is proud, (i. & nt. 
ö puffed — f thing, but doting upon © 
- ueſtions, an Strifes of Words; whereof 
f Wl comerh Envy; 825 Ratings, evil Hur⸗ 
f ja s, perverſe Diſputings of Men of cor. 
0 inds, und deſtitute of the Truth, fup- 
C 7 45 nig that Gain is Godlineſs: from uch 1 Tim. 6. 
: tony Pei thyſelf. Theſe Injunctions 46% +5 

plainly ſhew,- that tis the Duty of Chriſtians 
n to take heed, that they be not feduced from 
> WM the Faith of the Goſpel. Chriſtian Reader ! 
, regard the Counfel of God, and let no So- 
: WM 741try of Men pervert - thee from the way 
„ot the Lord; the only way of Salvation, of 
4 Happineſs, and Comfort! Are not the Doc- 
f trines preached by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
/ I 212d Tidings to thy Soul? Do they not 
ontain Natter of Conifort' * Rejoicing 
1 for 
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for miſerable; Men N have revolted from, 


and rebelled . Saf, nc Hat all | the 
Fg 
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Joes. not the due Obſervation af them ma- 
nifeſtiy tend to the Safety, Peace, Ptoſpe- 
rity, and Good of Kingdoms, Cities, and 
Families, as well. as of particular Men and 
Women? Are not all its Ordinances of 
Worſhip. fuitable to . the ,, Circumſtances. of 
Men, =, well adapted to their proper, and 
very important Ends? Why then. ſhould any 
prevail with thee to diſlike, the Goſpel? Has 
any one ever yet diſproved our Evidences of 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion? Haye 
any, or can any demonſtrate to thee, that 
the Chriſtian Religion was not confirmed by 
N and Wonders, and divers Miracles, 

Ad nd Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, as is related in 
the ſacred Scriptures? Or make it out, that 
theſe are not 4 divine Teſtimony? Or that 
the Teſtimony of God is not to be credited 
If no one hath, or can do either of theſe, 
ſhall the Cavils of ſubtile Men ſtagger thy 
Faith? 

It is an caſy 1 matter for Men of Parts, and 
Learning, to puzzle common People in the 
plaineſt Caſes; and to ſtart Difficulties, and 
raiſe Objetions, againſt the moſt evident 

Truths; 
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Truths; and ſo artificially to put Props Frions 
together, as to make falle Coneluſſonsò ſcem 
naturally t follow from them: But ſhall 
their Sophiſtry over-ballance, with tliec; the 
Teſtimonp of God himſelf! Thou mayſt be 
ſure; chat the Chriſtian Religion is true, be- 
dale God himſelf has born Witnefs to it; 
tho' there Ahould be ten thouſand Difficulties 
objected to thee, Which thou art not able to 
ſolve;" or anſwer. And conſider, if: thou 
ſhouldſt deny the Lord that bought 'thee; 
whathaſt"thon to hope in, for the Pardon 
of thy! Sins, and Peace with God, and Hap⸗ 
pinels in tlie future State? 
Thou art a guilty Sinner __ halt com- 
mitted numberfeſs Tranſgreſſions againſt God 
that made thee: and if there has been no 
propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin, what wilt thou 
plead with God, as an Atonement of thine 
Iniquities? If Jeſus be not a Saviour, if God 
has not appointed a Redeemer; how doſt 
thou expect Redemption? Or Deliverance 
from thy Sins, and the Puniſhments due 
unto them? If God bias given no Revelation 
of his Will, if the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament are not his Word: how 
canſt thou know / the acceptable way of ſetv- 
ing him, and the effectual way to obtain 
that perfect Holineſs; and Righteouſneſs, 
which Mari has loſt, and which thy Con- 
ſeience teſtifies to thee, that thou art 1 
to deſtitute of; and yet which are neceſſary 
to ark thec like unto * Maker, and 
O meet 


. 
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meet for his fayour, according to the moral 
Fitneſs. of Things? And how, Canſt thoy 
tell What may v6: re. NG: us the World 
to come? 0 

Thou canſt not 1 i a gata De. 
pravity in thy Nature, (whatever be the 0. 
riginal and Source of it) and find, 3 ſinfy] 
Biaſs in thy natural Deſires, and Inclinations; 
If thou art duly acquainted with | thyſelf, 
thou canſt not but obſerve a great, Propen- 
ſity in thy Mind to divers Vanities, and Sins; 
and a great backwardneſs to divers Virtues, 
and pious Practices: And if there be no Ho- 
ly Ghoſt to renew and ſanctify thy Soul, 
— doſt thou think to become holy in thy 
Heart, Deſires, Affections, Life, and Conver- 
ſation? Or doſt thou think thy (elf. fit for 
the Enjoy ment of God, while thou xemainel 
ſinfully deprav , And thy Nature ,dreadtully 
polluted 2. Doſt imagine, that without Holi 
neſs, thou mayeſt dwell. with the holy God 
Or fancy that thou canſt make thyſelf holy 
If ſo, canſt thou give ſolid Reaſons to juſti- 
fy thy Opinion ? If not, why wilt thou caſt 


away all Hope, by departing: from: he Faith 
of the Goſpel ?. | 


11 14 


O prize 3 Word of Truth! 1 Mir the 
Son of God as a Redeemer, as thy Redeemer; 
and cleave to the Lord Jeſus as a Diſciple to 

his Maſter, notwithſtanding alli Endeavour 
of ſubtile Men, to draw thee away from him. 
Can any of the Enemies of -Chriſtianity pro- 
1515 to thee any other Religion, that has 
Laws 
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fans more wiſe, rational, and excellent! Or 

chat more clearly diſcovers the Nature of 
God? Or that reveals a better and more ef- 

fectual Way for the Salvation of Sinners? Or 
that ſets before Men better Promiſes to en- 
gage dem to ee and * God, or more 


thi ler no Man previ with thee to reject 
the Goſpel. - © - 

But if thou wouldſt 014 the: Danger of 
Apoſtacy from the Faith, and Obedience of 
the Goſpel, thou muſt avoid all UN NECES· 
SARY FAMILIARITY, both om yl BARNS: 
NEOUS, and VIctiovs. | 
Tho God commands ws to vue All Mens 
and, as we have opportunity, to do Good to 
all, yet he forbids us all Familiarity,” and 
Intimacy with thoſe, that may, either by their 
Diſrourſe or Example, turn us aſide from 
the Way of Truth, or from the Path of 

Duty.” BY 

In befietics to choke that err, the Word 
of the Lord hath: ſaid; - Mark them which 
cauſe Diviſions, and Offences, contrary to 
the Doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them. For they that are ſuch, ſerve 
not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their awn 


Jobn 10. 11, it is laid; F there come any 
8 2 - une 


good Words and fair Speeches, Row. 16, 
Pet the Hearts of the Simple. And in 778. 
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unto you, and bring not this Doftrine (of 


Chriſt, vid. v. 9.) receive him not into your 
Houſe, neither bid him Cod ſþeed.- For he 
that biddeth him God ſpeed, is a Partaker 
of his evil Deeds. Theſe Precepts, indeed, 
are not to be interpreted, as forbidding. us 
either, 1. To ſhew Humanity and Courteſy 
towards erroneous Perſons, and Unbelicyers 
in Diſtreſs; and do not reſtrain us from do- 
ing all the Good we can to their Sqauls and 
Bodies; when they need our Aſſiſtance, and 
are willing to accept it. Or, 2. Such Civi. 


lity towards, and ſuch ſober Conference and 


Debate with erroncous Perſons, as may con- 
duce. to the recovering them from their 
Errors. b 4 4 1 r 4 881 . 
But they prohibit us two Things: 1. That 
Intimacy and Converſation with them, which 
may expoſe us to the Danger of being cor- 
rupted by thoſe Errors they argue for. 


2, Whatever may import a Conſent unto, 
or Approbation of their Errors; Whatever 


may ſeem to encourage, or promote the 
ſpreading their falſe Doctrines and Opinions. 
Avoid them; receive im not into thy H. ouſe, 
neither (or-much' leſs) bid him Cod ſpeed, 
ſays the Apoſtle in the Text- laſt cited. But 
as we mult not needleſſly aſſociate with Er. 
roneous Perſons, ſo neither muſt we hayc 
Famitarity with the Vicious, and "Ungodh. 


For we are commanded. to turn away from 
Perſons, who, having 4 Form of Godlineſs, 


deny the Power thereof; (2 Tim. 3. 5.) and 


to 


— 


| ( {ron ) | 
to withdraw from every Brother that ald 
eth diſorderly 3+ to haue nd "with 
h, that they may be aſhamed, (i. e. of their 
= Deeds) 2 The,. 3. 6, 14. Now tlieſe ſa- 
cred; Injunctions muſt be obſerved by thee, 
if thou wouldſt ſhutx the d. Teng 6 
rupted, in. thy Faith, and ik ANA. 

4. From. what: has been ſaid, I conclude, G 
that we Chriſtians ought to vindicate and de· * Te- 
fend our; holy Ntligiu n. 

This is a natural — from whe . a9} f 
Truth of Chriſtianity. God requires that we 2 
ſhould earneftly contend for the Faith, which - --\ 
was once delivered to the Saints," ftri ads 5 8 
zogether for the Faith of the Goſpel. This Phil. 1.27: 
is a Duty of great Importance, incumbent 
on all Chriſtians: And that it may: be right» 
ly underſtood, give me leave to obſerve, that 
the earneſt congending for the Faith, which 


God has enjoin d us, muſt not be with bitter 


Rage, and furious Paſſion, becauſe the Hrath _ 
of Man wor keth not the Righteouſneſs: of am. 1.25. 
Cod. It doth not promote, either in our- . 
ſelves, or others, that Righteouſneſs which 

God has commanded. But we are to contend 

for the Doctrine of Faith, with the ſtrongeſt 

and moſt convincing Arguments; and with 

the greateſt Induſtry, and moſt: ſerious Con- 

cern, becauſe the Knowledge, Belief, and 
Acknowledgement of the Truth, are or 

God's Glory, and are conducive to the Holi: 


neſs, Salvation; and Happineſs. of Men. Out 


7 #3. a i : > . » ; GS nor 
Mir, lll g 2 x v4. 
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| W. 
8 — f the Truth *; which 
225. they now deny. It is a noble Courage to be 


Or. 1925 uity bery Tong ht to the: Obedience of 


1 

not ſuch as\ flows: from Malice,” or Enmity 
againſt, or Hatred of the Perſons, with Whos 
vr contendʒ but ſucks as proceeds from a 
cordial Love to them, and to the Truth it. 
ſelf; aud ſuch us is! conſiſtent with Meek. 
2 In Mer hneſr, ſays the A inſtrutl. 
thoſe that\woppoſe: themſelves," if God, 

ruture, will giut them Repentanc: 


1 Jer. 9. Unliant for: the Truth f, and a commen. 

3duaable thing to convert tholk: that err from 

[James 5. ix ſ. But the Means proper herein, are not 

9. Railings and 'Revitings, Force and Violence, 

"ar: corporaloPhims\ and Penalties. The Y/ea- 

pons' of our Warfare: are not carnal, but 

Gt) mighty thro God, to the pulling down 

of 'ffrong | Holds, (of corrupt Principles) caſt- 

ing com (falſe) Imaginatianr, and ever 
whe 1 that exalteth itſelf againſt the 

nowledge of God, and bringing into cap. 


* 2 800 . — of) Cbriſt. The Method we 


is that uſed by our bleſſed Sa- 
— and his Apoſtles, viz. to apply our- 
ſclves in a way of Reaſoning, to the Under- 
ſtandings. of Men, ſetting” before them the 
cal Evidences of the Truth; and fo, by plain, 
ſuitable, and ſtrenuous Arguments, to ſhew 
them the Falſchood and Abſurdity of: their 


Opinions. Thus; by bund Doctrine, are 


Tit. 1. 9. we 0 convence the Gainſayers ; and by our 
— ve 
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REG and affeGionate Concern; for theig 
preſent and future Good. We auc with Hur 
5 and Meekneſs, with Courage and Zcal 
to rcaſon: and argue in defence of. abs 
Chriſtian Religion, according to par, ſeveral 
Abilities, as en 25 we have Opportunity 
ane u 1b. ene Flo ou ei 11 
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a a a 5 _ 28 b ar noivil 
* Ry hag! 18 way P, 2 W A N TS, 21 * 
n Containing So more -Corollarits from ihỹr 
t Truth the Chriſt ian Nel von; Wiz. 5. Har 


I they uu de ie Truth oputbia Meli. 

k gion, having the Ai viur 1 

t 5 fet- er tham, ee e 

1 . God'e\ Teſt imd 

4 Luar. 5. ö — 

y w — of \the Goſpal, a hau bad God's 

e Tejtimany plainly. ſet befare nem, arid da Ze te. 
4 7, [regard it, are in a moſt miſenaule, am do - 
f r 1 0 2} „ AT 8 \ : 
e %% ien 116 Indo bre tn ni vir 

þ -Infer From what Has: been diſcouts d) Cer. v. 
that they who rejcct, and deny tho 


Chlfian Religion, having the divine Teſti- 
0 mony plainly ſoeti before them,; are guilty of 
k reluſing ro cretlit Gn Taſtimany, ann 


v him Dyar e N zr Dan D N | 
r He that: lielieueth not God, hath mud q 
hins 4 Lyan, becaiſe he believeth' not the | | 

is Son, ſays the | 

| 


Acne, 1 John 5. 10. The Unbelierer = 
acteth 


0 
x Record, that God gave of tis 
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® Jer. 3. They have therefore belhed the Lord“, 


+: Joby. zn he. Hleſp t. "This is 4 Dees ver, and an 
7 Reader! let me tell thee, ſuch As AN as 
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1 my 5 

2th 85 if God Was a 'DZyar 5 as if he ſpake 

— % The Unbeliever doth ay, either 

| that God Has not born Teſtimony Unto 
Chriſt} atid his Doctrine; er that the 'Tefti: 

mony of God is not true, and which ever 
of cheſe two he his Opinion, and Aſſertion, 
it is not only falſe, but = air char 
ing God with Lying, and Faiſehood ; ſince 

880 has bort Regs re er *Re- 

ligion, and deglar d that, he hath done ſo. 


_ — chat he has not born witricſs of 
Chriſt: - But ſuch Perſons will: themſelves 
be found the 3 Ahoi Lyar, hut 

per that dener ic the Chriſt ? 
whoſoever aenieth' the the: ſame\ hath 
not the Father." Mun — are en- 
red into the. HFVorld, (ſays. the. A poſtle) 
who. confeſs: not that Feſus\Chrift is come 


2. 22, 23. : | 
12 John Ant ichriſt l. NE N Ia 43\% 


only in their Thoughts deny, and reject the 
- Goſpel, are guilty of great Sin ; guilty not 
only of denying the Truth of divine Decla- 
rations; but of deſpiſing the grand, and moſt 
glorious:contrivance of divine. Wiſdom 3 for 
fuch is the Goſpel of Chriſt, who. is the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God; 1 
Cor. 1. 24. Unbelievers are alſo guilty of 
ſlighting the choiceſt, and moſt valuable In- 
ſtances of divine Love, and Mercy; ſuch are 
nt 8 5 giving his beloved Son, the bleſſed . 

us 


2 * 
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ſus to redeem, and fave us; and his ſending 
his Holy Spirit to renew, and ſanctiff uss 
ſuch are all the ſpiritual, and eternal Bleſ⸗ 
ſings purchaſed by Chriſt, and promiſed in 
he Gaſpel unto thoſe that become ſincere 
Chriſtians. Thus Unbelieyers are (guilty f 
rejecting the only Remedy, and Means, Gd 
has vouchſafed for their ſpiritual, - and eternal 
Safety, Comfort, and Happineſs : and: cet» 
tainly then their Guilt is horribly great. 

But if they not only in their Thoughts 
deny the Chriſtian Religion, but in #herr 
Converfation, and Diſcaurſe, do argue, and 
plead againſt it, and endeavour to draw. o- 
thers off from the Belicf of it, their Guilt 

is inexpreſſibly greater. 

Such are guilty of diſputing againſt God 
againſt his Truths, and his Ways; they are 
guilty of reſiſting the Haly Ghoſt x; and of a 
endeavouring to pervert the Servants of the 81. 
moſt high God from their Allegiance, and 
Duty to him; they are guilty of oppoſing 
the Intereſt of the great Redeemer of the 
World, and of obſtructing the Piety of Men: 
And if their Arguments prevail with any 
to fall off from the Chriſtian Religion, they 
F are ſo far guilty of ruining the Souls of Men, 
and of promoting the Devil's Kingdom, and 


er 


3 8. 4 
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; Intereſt.” They are not only Enemies to 
| oY themſelves, but labour to cha others 
0 cao 


Unhappy Mend what a droadful part do 
they act? Will they contend with God? 
Hs - £8 Shall 
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Job 13. 8, Shall not his L ak theis: a raid! 
an And his dread fall upon them? God i; 


2 us. mighty in ſtrength. Who hath: hardned hin. 
Job 9. 4. ſe 
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greater than Man. ihy will they firing 
Job 33. againſt him? God is wiſe in heart, any 


if againſt him, and proſpered? Alas! hoy 
woful is the caſe of thoſe, who not only 
have fallen away from the Goſpel, but ſet 
themſelves to diſpute, and argue againſt it! 
Their Guilt is terribly great. | 
But more heinous (till is the Guilt of thoſe 
who. have writ,” and printed Books againſ 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; * * 
the Miſchief ſuch do, to the Souls of Men, 
in this way of oppoſing the Goſpel, is in- 
expreſſibly more extenſive, than any that 
Perſons can do by verbal Diſcourſes; and as 
ill Conſequences may reach to divers ſuc 
ceeding Generations; and which ſuch Au- 
thors can never prevent. Theſe things do de- 
ſerve the ſober Conſideration of thoſe that at 
preſent are Enemies to Chriſtianity. | 
If theſe Papers do fall into the hands of any 
ſuch unhappy Men; Reader ! if thou art ſuch 
a one; if thou haſt argued, and printed thy Ar- 
guments againſt the Chriſtian Religion, let me 
intreat thee for once to ſuppoſe that the Go- 
ſpel may be, (nay, for once ſuppoſe that it 
is) true. Thou art not ſure of the contra 
ry. For tho' the Evidences of Chriſtianity 
ſhould not be ſuch concluſive Proofs, as will 
admit of no Objection to them; yet; for all 
this, it may be true. The Doctrine of * 
15 3 


cluded to be falſe, tho it had not been con- 


Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. If 
God had not born witneſs (as The did) in 


the Doctrine had not any ſuch ſpecial Teſti- 
mony fram God) yet it would not follow, 
that the Doctrine was falſe.” Nay, thou 
canſt not diſprove any of the Do@rines of 
our holy Religion; or evince that any of 
its Precepts are unbecoming God to enjoin, 
or Men to obey ; neither canſt thou ſhew 
that any of its Promiſes are not the - Pur- 
poles of God, and ſuitable to his Goodneſs, 
and' congruous to the Nature of reaſonable 
Fremme and conducive to a rational Sa- 
tisfaction, and Felicity; neither canſt thou 


whom they are denounced ; nor prove that 
God will not execute them on ſtubborn Sin- 
ners, to whom in Juſtice they belong. I 


quences of thy Conduct. 

Now, upon the Suppoſition Ant 
haſt thou not been an Enemy to the Truth? 
Haſt tho not perverted the way of the 
[ rd? Haſt thou not departed from the liv- 


2 ing 


and his 4 0 n not 1 been con- 


frmed by Signs, and Wonders, and divers 


ſuch an extraordinary manner unto Chri- 
ſtianity,: (tho'.it might thence follow, that 


make it to appear». that any of the Threat- | 
nings are not deſerved by ſuch, againſt 


may well, therefore, demand of thee, (if 
thou wilt act wiſely, and prudently) to ſup- - 
pole the Chriſtian Religion to be true; and 
then! to conſider the + Nature, and. Conſe- 


ww. 
—— 2 
- N — 
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ing God? And fearfully apoſtatized from 


God, and Chriſt, into the way of Unbelief 
and Diſobedience? And what is like to be 


what Account wilt thou be able to give} 


lief, and thy Oppoſing Chriſt, and his Go- 


\ 
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thy Creator? Haſt thou not denied the Ay. 
thority of him, whom God has given to be 
a Leader, and a Commander to the People} 
Haſt thou not refuſed to have him reign o- 
ver thee? And haſt thou not deſpiſed the 
Redemption purchaſed by the- Son of God, 
and {lighted his Salvation? And haſt thou not 
been endeavouring to draw others off from 


the Iſſue of ſuch doings? Every one mul 
give account of himſelf to God *. But 


What excuſe canſt thou have for thy Unbe- 


ſpel? And for thy * Zeal and Induſtry to 
draw away his Diſciples from him? 
Thou wilt not be able to ſay; Lord! 
Thou gaveſt no Signs, or Evidences that 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, ſpake im thy Name, 
and by thy Authority. For no Doctrine va 
ever confirmed with ſo many, or fo great 
Miracles; nor any other Doctrine, evet 
witneſſed by the Gifts of the Holy Gholi 
Neither wilt thou be able to ſay, that an 
part of the Chriſtian Religion was unbt 
coming God; and that therefore thou didſt not 
believe it. In ſhort, thou wilt be {pecct- 
leſs in the Day of Judgement; and thy own 
Conſcience as well as the righteous Judge 
will condemn thee? Unleſs in time thou 
remembreſt from whence thou art Jo 

| an 


{ Crow)... | 
and repeneſ, and anftignedly veturneſt av 
2 e from whom thou haſt dread- 
„ an 0 oak Oe ie mi 
The ſacred Scriptures plainly ſhew, that 
thy Converſion is a Matter of exceeding 
great difficulty ;- but there is this Hope ſtill 
left thee.;that tho with Men this is impoſ- 
ſible, yet that With God all things are poſ- 
ſible. Pray therefore to God that he will Matt. 19 
convert thee, and that the hong hte of thine 26. 
Heart, the Words of thy Mouth, and the .:- : 
Labours of thy Pen againſt the CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION may be forgiven thee! Surely it 
is thy wiſeſt Courſe to be a Chriftian, if 
there was no cettainty, but only a Probabi- 
lity of the Truth of the Goſpel! But fince 
it has been ſo abundantly confirmed by God 
- himſelf, it is Folly and Madneſs, in the high- 
eſt Degree, for any to apoſtatize frgm it. 

6. I infer that ſuch Unbelievers and Op- Cord. 6. . 
poſers of the Goſpel as have had God's 
Teſtimonly plainly ſet before them, and da 
diſregard it, are in a moſt miſerable and 
dangerous Gondiio n. 
For how ſhall they eſcape, who neglect ſo 
great Salvation? He that belirveth, and | 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that be 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned; ſaid thefaith- 
ful and true Witneſs, Mark 16. 16. 
| God has clearly reveal'd thoſe Things, the 
| Belief of which is neceflary unto Mens e- 
ternal Happineſs z for the Law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the Soul; the Teſtimo- 
1 


Fl 
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ny of the Lord is ſure, | making wiſe the 
17 Simple. His Scriptures are able to make us 
2 Tim. 3. wiſe to Salvation, through Faith, which js 
wp in Chriſt Jeſus. And as he Commandeth all 
Men, every where to repent, ſo to believe 

_ the Goſpel ; and many things are ſaid in the 
ſacred Scriptures,” which ſpeak terror to thoſe ' 

that will not. It is ſaid; a Fire was kin- 

„ .. 88 againſt Jacob, and Anger alſo came up 
upon Iſracl, becauſe they lie ved not God, 

Pſal. 58. 20r truſted in his Satvation. And if di- 
21,22. vine Vengeance was executed on the Chil- 
dren of Tſrael, becauſe they would not be- 

lieve, and truſt in God for a temporal De- 
liverance, as he requir'd they ſhould; what 
Wrath muſt they expect, who will not be- 

lieve God teſtifying of his Son, nor truſt in his 
eternal Salvation It is ſaid, He who believ- 

eth not, is condemned already, becauſe he 

hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God——and that he <who be- 
lieveth not the Con, ſhall not ſee Life, but 

Mor 3-the wrath of God abideth on him*. And 
36. Chriſt ſaid, I ye believe not that I am he 
(whom God hath ſent to ſave Sinners) 9e 

1 John 8. ſhall die in your Sins f. And that the Un- 
— "believing ſball have their part in the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and B rimſtone, 

Rer. 21. Which is the ſecond Death g. So that Un- 
g. believers, while ſuch, can have no hope of 
Salvation. God has decreed it, that they 
who believe not, ſhall be damned. And how 
uncomfortable ſocver this Doctrine may be 
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to any, as it is moſt certainly true, ſo it 
muſt moſt plainly be inculcated. The Pro- 
phet that hath a Dream, let him tell 2 
Dream ; and he. that hath my word, let 
him ſpeak my word faithfully :, What is the 
Chaff to the Wheat ? ſaith the Lord. Ts 
not my word like as a Fire, ſaith the Lord: 
and like 4 Hammer that : breaketh the 
Rocks in pieces x? The Word of God 7zs i 23. 
quick, and powerful, and ſharper than an 2 6 
two-edged Sword ; 2 cing even to the di- 

viding ti of Soul, and Spirit, and o 

the Joint, and Marrow, and is a diſcerner 
of. the Thoughts, and Intents of the Heart f. + Heb. 4. 
TheWord of God can awaken the Conſcience, “ 
and terrify the Soul, and pierce the Heart 
of the moſt careleſs, moſt bold, and reſo- 
lute of his Adverſaries: The Word of the 
Lord is infallibly true; and every Tittle of 
it will have its Accompliſhment. And this 
Word faith, That whoſoever. tranſgreſſeth, 
and abideth not in the Doctrine, hath not: Is ye 
God. And in 2 The. 2. 12. That all | 
might be damned, who believe not the 
Ti ruth, but. had plea ure in unrighteouſneſs, 
& Ti-alinia, i. e. in falſhood, as the 
reel Word commonly ſignifies, and muſt 
ſo be underſtood in the Text cited, as is 
manifeſt from the word Truth, to which 

it is oppoſed. From the Paſſages: of ſacred 
Scripture laſt mention'd, it is evident, that 
they are in a very dangerous Condition, 
who fall into Errors; and that they are 
in 


; n 
in a miſerable ſtate, who inſtead of beliey. 
ing, and obeying the Goſpel, take pleaſure 
in, and ' propagate Falſhoods contrary to it, 
The - Apoſtle fays, There be ſame who 
tronble you, and would pervert the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, but tha we, or an Angel from 
Heaven, preach any atber Goſpel, than that 
we have preached unto you, let him be ac. 
Fus ſed. As we ſaid before, ſa ſay I now 
gain, if any Man preach any other Goſpel 
unto you, than that ye have received, let 
him be AccuUR8ED.. Becauſe Elymas with- 
ſtood the Apoſtles, preaching the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, and endeayour'd to turn away 
the Deputy from the Faith ; PAUL ſaid to 
him, O full of all ſubtilty, and all miſchief, 
thou Child of the Devil; thou Enemy of 
all Righteouſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to 
pervert the right way of the Lord? And 
now behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 
thee, and thou ſhalt be blind, not ſeeing the 
3. Sun for a Seaſon. . Which Paſſage manifeſts, 
that they who oppoſe the Truths of God, 
and endeavour to turn away Men from 
believing them, do act like, the Children of 
the Devil, enemies of righteouſneſs, and do 
render themſelves obnoxious. to the Ven- 
geance of the Almighty Jenovan ; tho' he 
does not immediately inflict on them ſuch 
Tokens of his Diſpleaſure, as he did upon 
Elymas : which deſerves the ſober Thoughts 
of every Enemy to Chriſtianity, 
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Reader 


(113 ) 
Reader! art thou ſuch an one? Is the 
Word of the Lord unto thee a Reproach ? | 
Halt thou no Delight. in it? Doſt thou now Jer. 6.16 
deſpiſe its Threatnings? Yet; let me tell thee, 
God can ſet it home in a tetrible manner 
bn thy Conſeience, and deal with thee as 
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4 he dealt with Paſhur ; make thee a Terror jer. 20. 4. 
_ Mito thy/off,, and to all thy Friends. Thou 
5 haſt wounded thy Soul with dreadful Guilt ; 
nd what knoweſt thou, but God may wound 


thy Conſcience with dreadful Horrors, for 
whit thou haſt done againſt his Authority, 
and Honour; and done moſt 1 
gainſt the Methods of his Grace, and Good- 
neſs. I do not ſay, that he will do fo to 
thee in this preſent State; but he may do 
ſo. And art thou not afraid that he will? 
Haſt thou not, with very aggtavating Circum- 
ances, provok'd him to it? Conſider then 
what thou haſt done againſt the Lord, and 
his Chriſt, and tepent. The Spirit of a 
Man may ſuſtain his Infirmity, but a wound-,; _ 
ed Spirit who tan bear * ? | | 1 
The Apoſtle Peter ſays to the Chtiſtians, 
But there were falſe Prophets among the 
People, even as there ſhall (i.e. will) be 
jalſe Tedchers among vou, who: priuily ſball 
bring in damnable Hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring up- 
on themſelues Swirr DESTRUCTION 5 4 
many ſhall (will) follow their pernicious 3 
Ways ; by reaſon of whom, the Way of 
Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of ———whoſe 

| - "0 Judgment 
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Jug dnent now of 4 long time lin 1006 mot ; 
1 Pet. a. and their Damnation fumbereth not +, 
I, 2. From theſe Paſſages; it ee rd appears to 
be a dreadful thing for any Man to oppoſe 
the Way of Truth; the Goſpel of 'Chriſ; 
and to lead People into Errors contrary to 
it, eſpecially ſince God himſelf has born wit. 
neſs to it, both with Signs, and: Wonders, 
and divers Miracles, and Gifts of the He 
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P. 23. line 6. for Do#rines, read Do&rine. | p. 26. line ze 
for come read lame. P. 30. line 8. for Meliſa read Melita 
P. 36. line 10. after ved add a Semi- Colon. P. 37. I. 12. blot 

out the Word Preacher. P. 57.1. 19. after from add of. P.59 
I. 8. inftead of 19. read v. 1. P. 89. l. 29. for convincing rea 
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ul i "HE Religions . 5 Deldested. Prine? 
ed on the Nie Size and Paper 4s the third 5 
Edition of a late Treatiſe, e The Retinol 52k 
of * Nature Delneated. | | 1 
. 200 | SOS. 0 A ICP 
II. A Lxpatitioi 7 all chi! Bocks ett the 0e Oil | 
and New Teftamenr : : Wherein the Chapters are 
ſumm'd up in Contents; the Sacred Text inſerted 
at large, in Paragraphs, or Verſes; and each Pa- 


ragraph, or Verſe, reduced to its proper Heads, 


the Senſe given, and largely illuſtrated, with Prac- 
tical Remarks or Obftyitions: In ſix Volumes 
fol. By the Rev. 1295 Marrasw Hapnr. (The 
third Edition.) © e e 
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III. The Works of ha ls Rehitonll 90 Lead 
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92 4 1 


ned JohN Hows M. A: ſometime Fellow of 


Magdalen- College, Oxon. With his Funeral Ser- 
mon, preach d by Mr. Spademan. To which are 
prefix d, Memoirs of the Life of the Author; 
collected by Edmund N — 1 8 Rn two Vo⸗ 
lumes folio. | 


IV. One Hundred we 4 Ninery 3 on 5 
Nündted and Nineteenth Pſalm; preach'd by the 
late Reverend and Learned TroMAs Manrton, 
D. D. With a compleat Alphabetical Table. The 
ſecond Edition, very much corrected. To which 
are prefix'd, Memoirs of the Life and Character 


of che Author, by the Reverend Mr. Wilian 
Harris, „ f 5 / 
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cand Edition, wich large Additzons. 50. 
, e 571 007 Y4, dot 
VII. An Eſſay upon Divine Providence, with 2 


\ ea b any Writers, collected with an Engliſs 
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to each Volume. 


